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PREFACE 


In writing my Tales of Indian Chivalry 
the materials were principally derived from 
Tod’s Rajasthan, The Memoirs of Colonel 
Alexander Gardner, edited by Major Hugh 
Pearse, also gave me some useful hints. These 
memoirs have proved still more useful m the 
following story of Central Asian warfare. I 
have also drawn largely upon Burnes’ Travels 
into Bokhara and Elphinstone’s Caubul for 
information about the geography and climate 
of Central Asia and the manners and customs 
of the inhabitants. The Indian part of the 
story depends mainly upon Bernier’s History 
for the descriptions of Delhi and the imperial 
court in the days of Shah Jehan and Aurang- 
zebe. Considerable liberties have been taken 
with Central Asian history. The heroine is 
entirely an imaginary person. Nazir Khan 
can hardly be identified wdth the historical 
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Nazir Muhammad However, the mam facts 
narrated m the story aie true, namely, that 
Aurangzebe invaded the Usbeg territory, 
gained for a time possession of Balkh, and 
was eventually driven back over the moun- 
tains of the Hindu Hush to Cabul with heavy 
loss, which was as much due to the snows of 
winter as to the attacks of the Usbegs 
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THE PROCESS OF BALKH 


CHAPTtB. I 

T: ‘•’■■sat 


“Now all ig .i'Scik lUit .Mil cau doj 
Ana al? t? dtiv n ar , 

My love, my rative land adif'U, 

Wp ne’ftr shall aieei agam ' 

S UCH were tLe words of the old song that 
I sang, as our little cockle-shell was 
tossed up and down by the tumbling 
billows of the wild northern sea between Scot- 
land and Norway. Part of the sentiment of 
the song was fortunately not applicable to my 
case. I had indeed done all I Could for my 
king and country at the battles of Tippermuir, 
Inverlochy, Kilsyth, and, last of all, on the fatal 
field of Philiphaugh, where Leslie s troopers 
took us unawares and robbed us of all the 
fruits ot our hard-won victories. But in the 
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hour of misfortune it was some consolation 
that I left Scotland fancy free. Of all the 
beautiful girls whose bright eyes favoured the 
cause of God and the king, none had made a 
conquest of my heart My father and mother- 
were long dead, and in my old home there was 
no one left to feel much sorrow at my depar- 
ture to a foreign clime except Mr Williams, 
my English tutor, who had not only taught 
me Latin, but also boxing, shooting, and 
fencing 

There was also in my heart another source 
of consolation in the alluring whispers of hope. 
Well I knew that a great destiny lay before 
me, that the dark clouds of misfortune, which 
now seemed to lower over my head, would 
sooner or later be dispersed by the sunlight 
of triumph and glory White-haired Sandy, 
t^e Highland bard, whose predictions have 
never been known to fail, had foreseen my 
future in a clear vision. He saw me, by 
the light of prophecy, in some cold northern 
country, the name of which he could not 
declare, driving southwards a great army that 
threatened the liberties of « the people; and 
then the vision changed, and I appeared seated 
on R dazzling white throne with a 
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t;iara on my brow, and a fair princess bride by 
my side. So, when 1 escaped from the rout 
of Philiphaugh, I made for the east coast with 
my faithful followers, Donelly, the Irishman, 
and my twin foster -brethren, Duncan and 
Colin. With ten gold pieces out of my belt 
I bribed the east coast fishermen to launch 
'their lugger on the stormy sea and steer for 
Norway, thmking that there, or still farther 
east in Muscovy, Sandy’s dream would be 
realized, and my destinj^ would be accom- 
plished. 

The north wind veered to the north-east 
and blew stronger and stronger After a hard 
struggle we were compelled to give up our 
attempts to make the coast of Norway, and, as 
the gale increased to a tempest, it presently 
becanse necessary to take down every stitch of 
canvas and scud southwards under bare poles. 
For days and nights we were driven along at 
the mercy of wind and wave The battered 
sides of our storm-tossed lu gger began to leak, 
and, what with the water tEuat^me in through 
the cracks and the waves that splashed over 
her bulwarks^ she would soon have gone to 
the bottom if we had not bailed with might 
and main. Even so, the water gradually rose 
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in the boat, till at last, in the daikness before 
the dawn of our third day at sea, the fisher- 
men told us that she was on the point of 
sinking 

All my companions prepared themselves for 
a watery grave, and even I began to think 
that the sea would cheat me out of the future 
that Sandy’s vision had foretold for me. This, 
however, was not to be Just when hope was 
yielding to despair, a great vessel, the first 
we had seen since we left Scotland, hove in 
sight, and, seeing our distress, drew nesar to 
us. Hopes were thrown out over her side, and 
by their means we all clambered on board, 
leaving the fishing smack to be swallowed up 
in the waves, which were already beginning to 
rise above her bulwarks on one side. 

The ship on which we found ourselves 
proved to be a Dutch East Indiaman bound 
for Surat. The skipper, being a humane, 
good-natured man, received us kmdly and 
supplied all our ^ants with l^rge- hearted 
hospitality. He could not, however,, turn aside 
from his course to land us at any of the Con- 
tinental or English ^orts that lay to .onr ^fght 
or left. The strong nqrth ■^nj. ^i^o^ld h^ve 
rendered it very difficult for h|m tq beat up 
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for the English coast, and it was obviously 
perilous in such a storm to approach the lee 
coast of France Also his duty to the owners 
of the ship required him to proceed on his 
journey without any unnecessary delay, and, 
his ship bemg somewhat undermanned, he was 
only too glad to add to his crew the six fisher- 
men who had brought us from Scotland. So, 
whether we would or no, we were embarked 
on a voyage to India 

This did not matter much to myself and my 
three followers England under rebel rule 
offered no attractions to us, and, as we had to 
take refuge in a foreign country, India would 
suit us as well as France or any European 
country, except that it seemed to afford me 
less chance of winning the northern princess 
of Sandy’s vision. 

The fishermen at first were terribly distressed 
at the thought of being taken so far away from 
their native land and from their families. 
However, it was at least a better prospect than 
the death that they had so narrowly escaped. 
Besides, large pay was offered them, which gave 
them the chance of returning home, if tiiey 
ever should return, with what was to their 
eyes the prospept of unbounded wealth. So 
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they reconciled themselves to their lot and, as 
cheerfully as they could, helped the Dutch crew 
to woik the ship 

Many have travelled to the Indies before us, 
and described what they saw far better than I 
could do I need not dwell upon the fev 
incidents that diversified the monotony of our 
long voyage, how the porpoises gambolled in 
front of oui prow, and huge man-eating whales 
followed our stern ; how one day a strange fish, 
with wings like a bird, flew through the port- 
hole into my cabin; how, near the Cape of 
Good Hope, the waves rose so high that it 
seemed as if our ship could not possibly escape 
being engulfed, how one misty evening the 
shadowy canvas of that accursed bark, called 
the Flying showed itself on our 

weather bow and prepared us for the terrible 
storm that broke our foremast and drove us 
thirty leagues out of our course Of all this, 
and of the many alarms from real or imaginary 
pirates when we approached the coast of India, 
and of the joy with which we landed at Surat 
and had a wholesome meal of fresh meat and 
vegetables, after subsisting for five months on 
salt pork and maggoty biscuits, I need say no 
more. It is only necessary to record thafi 



PHILIPHAUaH TO SURAT 


15 


on Saint Valentine’s Day we at last reacted 
the great city of Surat, the enaporium of 
western India, and rested there for a time 
after the labours and dangers of our long 
voyage 
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SURAT TO AGRA 

H aving thus amved at the gate of the 
Empire of the Great Mogul, it behoved 
us to consider our position and the possibilities 
of carving ourselves fortunes out of the fabulous 
wealth of India. What were our ways and 
means of carrying on our campaign? All 
the money we possessed was in my belt, and 
amounted to something less than sixty pieces 
of gold. I offered the Dutch skipper the 
whole amount in token of our gratitude, but 
he refused to take anything The Scotch 
fishermen had worked manfully, and the pre- 
sence of our good swords, he was pleased to 
say, had, been a protection against the danger 
of piratical attacks, without which safeguard 
he could never have enjoyed a good night’s 
sleep. 

So we were able to keep our small stock of 

money undiminished for the present. We had 

ajfi of us carefully preserved our arms. I had 

my Andrea Ferrara claymore aiad my pair of 

16 
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pistols My foster -brethien had also their 
claymores and their targets, and Colin had 
managed to save his beloved bagpipes, on 
which he could play with marvellous skill 
Many a time he had charmed the Atlantic and 
Indian Oceans with the plaintive and martial 
airs of our native land, and made the long 
evenings seem short by the magic power of 
music. Duncan could play the pipes too, but 
not with his brother s consummate mastery of 
the instrument. His great social accomplish- 
ment was the sword-dance, in which he took 
as much delight himself as he gave to others. 
They were both strong wiry men, good soldiers 
m the battlefield, and capable of sustaining great 
and long-continued exertion, if necessary, on 
a meagre supply of meat and drink, that to 
a stout, well-fed Englishman w’-ould have been 
starvation They were entirely devoted to my 
fortunes with the whole-hearted unselfishness 
of Highland retainers When my elder brother, 
thjB chief of the MacAlpines, refused to raise 
his clan to fight under Montrose s standard 
for the king, Colin and Duncan, without a 
moment’s hesitation, preferred to follow my 
lb»d. We had fought together in Montrose’s 
9^nd had escaped from all the dangers 
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of the campaign without serious wound. As 
the battles of Philiphaugh and Naseby had 
ruined the royal cause in Scotland and Eng- 
land, we determined, rather than return and 
submit to the rule of fanatics and traitors, 
that we would try to use our arms in India in 
promoting our own fortunes with better success 
than had crowned our efforts when we fought 
for King Charles in Scotland. 

Donelly resolved to throw in his lot with 
us. He was a light-hearted Irishman, one of 
the fifteen hundred Irish Roman Catholics 
who had landed in the western Highlands in 
1644, and formed the bulk of the army with 
which Montrose won the battle of Tipper- 
muir I once saved him from the tender 
mercies of some sour Covenanters who had 
captured him and were on the point of hang- 
ing him In gratitude for this timely aid he 
vowed to live and die in my service, and 
even the prospect of facing the unknown 
dangers of a strange continent, inhabited by 
millions of dark-skinned heathens, did not 
shake his resolution for a moment. He was a 
valuable addition to our fighting strength^ as 
he had an excellent matchlock and was a 
splendid marksman. Hi» cheery spirit, wit. 
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and humour made him, from a social point of 
view, a most desirable companion. He always 
looked at the bright side of things, and has 
sanguine temper in times of trouble often 
made us cheerful in spite of ourselves. 

Just before we started from Surat to plunge 
into the interior, an unexpected recruit jomed 
us in the person of M'William, the youngest 
of the six fishermen who had accompanied 
us to India against their will. He was one 
of the strongest men of the stalwart class to 
which he belonged. He had the back and 
breast of a Hercules, and the muscles of his, 
arms and legs stood out - like chains of iron 
when he had occasion to exert their power 
As he was unmarried, and of an adventurous 
spirit, he did not see why he should not remain 
with me a year or two and try his fortune 
m the land of fabulous wealth to which his 
destiny and mine had conducted him Bemg, 
like most fishermen, very superstitious, he had 
implicit faith in second sight and had not the 
slightest doubt but that I should somewhere 
and somehow win the princess of the ijioxth 
prdimised me in Sandy’s vision. 

The other fishermen returned to England b> 
tile neatt English ship th^it sailed from Surat. 
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Eacli of tKem made ^£65 by the wages they 
earned as sailors on the two voyages. Two of 
them, as we learnt long afterwards, got back 
just m time to prevent their wives, who had 
long given them up for lost, from taking new 
mates. 

We did not stay long at Surat. The English- 
men there almost all belonged to the crop-eared 
and psalm-singing faction that had risen in 
rebellion against the king. There was no love 
lost between us and them, nor did we take 
much interest in their everlasting discussions 
about the price of cotton and muslin, and the 
mysteries of foreknowledge and predestination. 
Neither commerce nor those who engaged 
in it, nor theological controversies, were much 
to our taste, and we determined to leave Surat 
in the company of a caravan fEat was just 
about to start in a few days for Delhi, the 
capital of the empire of the Great Mogul. 

On enquiry we had learnt that to the nortb 
of India was a cold, naountainous country. We 
might either find the q)rincess of our dreams 
there' br’ fhiling' thaf , we mi^ht push on farther 
north to Muscovy, thus ©^^tiihlly arrivmg 
goal from' nad been, diverted 

so ^ ana so Ibrfg bjr* the wmda ahd waves oi 
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the North Sea. But how were we to get north- 
ward'^ The straight course would have led us 
across sandy deserts difficult to traverse, where 
we should probably have perished of thirst 
or been destroyed by bands of robbers We 
were therefore recommended first to follow the 
well-trodden caravan route to Delhi. Thence 
we could accompany the great army advancing 
northward under Prince Aurangzebe to effect 
the reduction of some of the northern provinces 
of the empire which were in a state of open 
rebellion. 

As we had no striking adventures on the 
way frorn Surat to Delhi, let it suffice to say 
that the journey took us about seven weeks. 
Havihg a taste for languages I occupied myself 
all the time in learning the camp language, 
called* Urdu, a blending of the tongues of the 
Hindus and their Mahometan conquerors which 
had come mto use as a means of communication 
between the Pathan or Mogul invaders and 
the inhabitants of the country, and was under- 
stbod through the length and breadth of the 
empire, and even beyond its borders An old 
M^b^htah priest, -Wh.6 accompanied the 
ciiM^dti on his way back from a pilgrimage 
to lif&ca, read 'wirn me at every Halting-stage 



22 


THE PKIN'CHSS OF BALKH 


an Urdu translation of a most interesting 
Arabian story-book called The Thouhand and 
One Nights^ and I practised myself in collo- 
quial Hindustani by continually conversing 
with all sorts and conditions of men in the 
caravan upon all manner of subjects. By this 
means I not only gained a fluent mastery of 
the language, but also made myself familiar 
with the past history and present condition of 
the great empire, the capital of which we were 
approaching 

The reignmg emperor, as I was informed, 
was called Shah Jehan. He ruled over an 
immense territory extending from the snows 
of Central Asia to the Deccan or southern 
table-land of India, and bounded by the 
Indian Ocean on the east and by the Bay 
of Bengal on the west, a territory as. large 
or larger than the three kingdoms of Great 
Britain, France, and Spain rolled into one 
He had four sons who administered the great 
provmces of the empire and commanded the 
imperial armies on the frontier, while he him- 
self generally abode at Delhi, his capital In 
the previous year he had sent his youngest 
son. Murad, "with an army of fifty thousand 
hbrse and ten thousand musketeets, rocket- 
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men, and gunners to conquer Balkb. and 
Badakshan, the conquest of which countries 
was to be the stepping-stone to one of the 
great objects of his ambition, the acquisition 
of the famous Central Asinn city of Samar- 
cand, in which his great ancestor Tamerlane 
had reigned When the young* prince, by 
the help of his large army and experienced 
generals, had succeeded in conquering Kun- 
duz and Balkh his heart failed him, and, to 
his father’s great disgust, he determined to 
abandon his conquests and retire to Cabul 
His faint-heartedness encouraged the Usbegs 
to rise in rebellion all through the lately- 
conquered countries, and, although the em- 
peror sent fresh tropps, the Moguls weie 
hard pressed At last Shah Jehan resolved 
to restore complete order on his northern 
frontier by sending his third son, Aurang- 
zebe, with a fresh army to settle the country 
and thoroughly stamp out the rebellion As 
we approached Delhi, we learnt that Aurang- 
zebe had already advanced northwards as far 
as Peshawur, with the intention of beginning 
his campaign aipong the mountains of Central 
Ama m. the beginning of summer. 
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THE IMPERIAL DURBAR 

W HEN we arrived at Delhi, we put up at 
a large caravanserai near the Ajmere 
gate of the city It was a fine building 
kept up by Government for the reception of 
strangers We sat there in the deep, shady 
verandas, gazing in wonder at the stream of 
people that flowed through the great street 
before us. Most of the men were of a brown 
or olive complexion, but there were also coal- 
black negroes among them, and one or two 
men from the north, who were not Tnuch 
darker than Europeans. In spite of the 
immense crowds the air was free from dust, 
as men called “beasties” had sprinkled the 
ground abundantly with water fi:om skins 
that they carried on their backs This was 
a delightful change to us travellers, who had 
fc^^liouys beeti tofiing on through clouds of 
dust that made the air difficult to breathe. 

jt- ih ^ 

It was %lso a pleasure to sit at ease and 
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watch the wayfarers pass by, and see how well 
they were protected against the heat of the 
sun by the thick fohage of the trees planted 
by the roadside Borne were on foot, others 
on the backs of horses, camels, and elephants, 
and others in paltoquins borne on the shoul- 
ders of their servants. Their dresses were 
varipus in colour and fashion atccprdfng to 
fhe country from which they came and the 
class or caste to which they belonged. I^hey 
were objects of wonder and interest to us, and 
seemed to reciprocate our feelings by the in- 
tent gaze they fixed upon us as they passed 
by the caravanserai Some among the passers- 
by were evidently men of high rank From 
the state by which they were surrounded, and 
the rich rofies in which , they were clad, it 
appealed that they were going to some great 
festival. We found on enquiry that this was 
the case. The mam stream of the people in 
the streets was directed to the imperial palace, 
whpre that day Shah Jehan was fo hold a 
durbar or ^reception. 

The cqstochan of tjae .carayanserai irifprr:;ied 
that the emperor, ,on such .occapiojos gg-vf 
a^^s to all. rwho.-yrapted , to see him, j^d 
that ha^ivouild, pay especial attention to, ^y- 
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one wlio, like myself, had come from a far 
country. I immediately made up my mind 
to embrace this favourable opportunity of 
seeing him There was no time for me to 
purchase suitable Indian diess for the occa- 
sion, nor did I wish to part lightly with any* 
of my very limited number of gold pieces, 
so I determined to go in the tartan plaid 
of my clan, which I had carefully preserved 
throughout my journey by sea and land. As 
my foster-brothers’ plaids were worn thread- 
bare and discoloured by constant exposure to 
-sun and dust, I hired from the keeper of 
the earavanserai for them and my other two 
retainers the flowing white robes of the coun- 
try, so that we might not appear before the 
Emperor of India travel- stained and dusty, as 
the Earl of Essex was when he offended his 
proud mistress 

Thus accoutred, we started in good, time 
irom the gate of the caravanserai Our pro- 
gress through the streets attracted a consid- 
erable amount of attention, but we were 
iiiot molested m any way If any of the 
^ta^Banuffins of the city showed an mclina- 
to be rude or insulting, they were soon 
ec^pdded to be more mannerly by the whips 
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of the imperial police After a short walk 
under the shade of the trees growing by the 
roadside, we found ourselves m the crowded 
avenue leading to the gate of the palace, 
Our progress was now necessarily very slow. 
The nearer we got to the gate leading into 
the palace grounds, the more the road was 
thronged with the great nobles on elephants, 
on horses, and in palanquins, hurrying to the 
reception. As soon, however, as we succeeded 
in entering the avenue leading to the palace, 
we found that the strictest regularity was 
maintained by the emperor's officials. We 
had all to proceed m the order in which 
we had entered the gate, and no hurrying 
was allowed. We thus had leisure to feast 
our eyes on the beautifully-arranged and well- 
watered gardens on either side of the avenue 
At last, moving thus onwards in slow and 
stately procession, we reached the reception- 
hall, and stood in the presence of the mighty 
emperor who arrogated to himself the proud 
title of Shah Jehan, which means Eang of 
the World 

The magnificence of the whole spectacle 
wa^ far beyond anything that I had ever 
seen ot dreamt of. The hall of audience 
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was opon on three sides, and was extended 
into the courtyard in front by a magnificent 
pavilion, whose roof of purple velvet em- 
broidered with gold was supported by thirty- 
eight great posts plated with silver and gold. 
At the far end we saw the famous throne, 
called the peacock throne because on its 
canopy stands a peacock of beaten gold set 
with all kinds of precious stones, and spread- 
ing out its tail, every eye in which is 
ornamented with a great sapphire. All things 
connected with the throne, even the pillars 
supporting the canopy and the parasols of 
crimson velvet on either side, were profusely 
decorated with sapphires, emeralds, rubies, 
pearls, and other precious stones worth the 
ransom of many kings 

The throne beneath the canopy was ®about 
six feet long and four feet broad, so that to 
a European eye it looked more like a bed 
than a throne. On it sat cross-legged the 
great Emperor of India, with a cushion be- 
hind his back, looking for all the world like 
a parrot in a golden cage His head was 
covered with a white turban, on the front 
c# which gleamed an. aigrette ofi pricdseg® 
diS^ttods. Thie features of his fa«fe were*" 
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gular, but wanting in animation, as might 
be expected in one who was raised by his 
position far above the hopes and fears of 
ordmary men He showed little sign of 
gratitude or interest as the greatest nobles 
of the land made their oriental obeisance to 
his majesty, and presented him with nch gifts 
of jewels and embroidery Even when I — a 
stranger from a distant land, and dressed m 
a costume such as he had probably never 
seen till that day — made my salute before 
his thione in a manner very different from 
the humble obeisance of bis own subjects, he 
seemed to take little notice of the contrast, and 
dismissed me and my followers from his presence 
without vouchsafing us a word of greeting. 

I returned to the caravaliserai somewhat 
crestfaUen at the little attention I had re- 
ceived in the imperial court. The emperor, 
however, had noticed us more than his proud 
demeanour had given us reason to suppose; 
for ere nightfall one of his principal courtiers 
came to our lodging His orders were to take 
us and our belongings to a guest-house near 
the palace, and to summon me to the honour 
of a private’ interview with the einperor on 
the follorwing morning 
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THE PALACE GAEDEN 

E arly on the following morning one 
the oJficers of the court came to conduct 
me to the presence of the emperor, and brought 
me a rich oriental robe which I was directed 
to put on for the interview. The officer also 
instructed me that I was to leave my sword 
behind me, this being a rule invariably ob- 
served at private interviews with the emperor 
as a safeguard against assassination. 

The officer then took me to the palace 
garden, where, he told me, I should find the 
emperor walking and enjoying the cool fresh- 
ness of the morning. As we traversed the 
garden looking for the emperor, one extra- 
ordinary fact in the composition of the flower- 
beds struck my attention. A large number 
of the plots were in the shape of shields, in 
which red and yellow flowers were so arranged 
as to represent exactly the rampant red lion 
on a field of gold, the familiar coat-of-arms 
of, .Scotland. While I was racking my brains 
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to find an explanation of this singular cir- 
cumstance, we suddenly turned round a corner 
and came upon the emperor. 

He was evidently in a very bad temper, and 
was roundly abusing his gardener in a loud voice. 

“What do you mean by it^” he exclaimed. 
“ Here I have planted these trees with my 
own hand on a favourable day chosen by the 
astrologer, so that they should last a hundred 
years, and you have pulled them up and 
thrown them on the ground as if they were 
of no more value than a lot of cabbages.” 

Here he pointed to a row of young trees 
torn up by the roots and lying on the ground 
at his feet. 

The gardener, who seemed to be a man 
of very independent character, instead of 
being , frightened by the emperor’s anger, 
boldly replied in a grumbling tone. 

“ Wallah, Wallah, that must needs be an 
admirable point of time which you have taken 
for these trees, and your astrologer must be 
a very wise man. A fig for his astrology ' 
He said that being planted at the time he 
chose they would last for ever, and lo, they 
were planted yesterday at noon, and at even- 
ing they were plucked up.” 

(B 116 ) 
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“ Silence ! and show proper respect for the 
Emperor of the World,” cried Shah Jehan 
“ Yoii have been drinking too much of the 
wme of Shiraz, early as it is m the day ” 
He saw the force, however, of the gardener’s 
remarks, and laughed heartily at the speedy 
way in which the astrologer’s prediction had 
been falsified by the logic of facts 

At this point he turned round and saw us. 
When we had given him the usual oriental 
salutation, he dismissed the gardener and the 
officer who had brought me, in order that our 
conversation might be private 

“That old man,” he said, referring to the 
gardener, “ is monarch in my garden, so that 
I can hardly call these fruits and flowers my 
own. It is well, however, to let him have 
his own way He is very cross-grainyed, and 
nothing can be made of him when he is put 
out. And, after all, there is not such another 
gardener to be found in the world.” 

Then followed a long conversation m which 
I had to do my best to explain the , strength 
and policy of the kings of Europe, and what 
resistance they could offer to the Turks His 
%norant depreciation of the powers of Europe 
was, remarkable He thought Frangistan, as 
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he called Euiope, was a small island of which 
the greatest monarch was the king of Portugal. 
Holland was, he thought, the next country 
in power The kings of England, France, and 
Spain were in his eyes equal to the petty 
rajas in his own dominions. He had never 
heard of Scotland. 

The emperor then asked me what had 
btought me to India, and what I proposed 
to do in that country. I told him my story, 
and he praised me for my loyalty to my king. 
When I informed him that I and my four 
followers wished for military service, he re- 
plied that he was in no special need of soldiers. 
If, however, we cared to face the cold of the 
mountainous regions to the north of India, 
we might accompany the great army that 
Aurangzebe had mustered for the subjugation 
of the Usbegs of Balkh and Badakshan. I 
replied that, as we had ourselves come from 
a cold chmate, we were inured to the endur- 
ance of cold winds, snow, and ice, and that 
we should gladly exchange the torrid heat 
of India for the bitter cold of Central Asia. 

“ Very well,” said Shah Jehan. “ You hhall 
an go with Prmce Aurangzebe to the north. 
I have now no. more leisure to hear of the 
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strange land of Frangistan, and must return 
to the palace. If you wish to remain longer 
in the garden, you had better ask the gardener 
to take you round and show you all his 
treasures ” 

So speaking he left me, after pointing out 
a distant part of the grounds, in which the 
head-gardener might be seen busying himself 
among the flowers, and giving directions to 
his subordinates 

The gardener took no notice of my presence 
when I approached him, so it was necessary 
for me to speak first, and, in order to assuage 
his surliness, I made some remark in my best 
Urdu on the beauty of the garden. What 
was my surprise to hear him answer in the 
broadest Scotch 

“Ay, it’s a bonnie eneuch gairden, though 
I say it that shuldna say it; but, as sure as 
my name’s Maxwell, I’m thinkin’ you an’ me 
would rather hae a blink o’ the heather on 
the Scotch moors. No that I was aye sae 
fond o’ the Hielands and Hielanders,” he 
went on to remark I yince cursed a’ the 
Hielanders alike as thievin’ caterans. But, 
fox a' that, when I saw ye yestreen at the 
durbaa: walking up before the emperor sae 



THE PALACE GARDEN 


erousely m ‘yer braw kilt, I felt like 
auld fule that I am^ and kent that, 
Hielandmen are Scotchmen, or at ony rate 
I’m no for denying them the name in this far 
awa’ land ” 

I asked him how long he had been in India, 
and what had led him to the country. 

“ I hae been here,” he replied, “ a matter 
o’ twenty year I was a gey chiel whan I 
was young, and aye fechtin’ wi’ ither callants. 
Ae day a laird’s son misca’ed me and I gied 
him a crack on his skull that gar’d him keep 
a ceevil tongue in his mooth for the rest o’ 
his life; for he dee’d the next morning and 
never spak anither word, guid or bad. But 
his freens were amang the great anes o’ the 
land, and I had to flee the country to save 
my life. When I got to Glasgow, there was 
a big ship there just starting for India, and 
I thocht I micht as weel gang there as ony- 
where else They tell’t me at Surat that I 
wad get guid wages as a gairdener frae the 
emperor at Delhi, so I cam’ here, and here 
I hae been ever since. A rowing stane, ye 
ken, gathers nae fog The emperor pays me 
weel, and gies me a hoose and servants to 
attend ,on me. Like the centurion in the 
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Bible, I saj unto this man ‘ go ’ and he goeth, 
and to that man ‘ come ’ and he cometh. I 
sometimes think I wad like to gang back 
to Scotland; but it’s an awfu’ lang journey, 
and I dinna ken hoo the emperor wad get 
on wi’oot me So I just stay on and on, and 
I’m thinkin’ that I’ll dee here amang the 
heathen ” 

In return, I told him the circumstances 
that had led me to India, and declared my 
intention of joining Aurangzebe’s army, and 
fighting under his banner against the wild 
tribes of the north 

The gardener did not approve of my pro- 
ject. “ Thae folk o’ Balkh and Badakshan 
are fechting for their liberties, juist as our 
forebears did lang syne under Bruce and 
Wallace, and that dour prince Aurangisebe is 
juist anither Edward Langshanks Oh man'” 
he cried; “if ye’d seen the bonnie Princess 
o’ Balkh, as I hae seen her, greeting her een 
oot o’ her held because she’s held a captive 
in Shah Jehan’s palace, and canna win back 
to her hame, ye wad n^ver think o’ helping 
thae Moguls to tak her country and kill her 
brave faither ” 

His* words made ns^heart beat tumultuously. 
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Wlio was tliis imprisoned princess Might she 
not be the lady of my dreams'^ A northern 
princess — ^her people fighting for liberty — all 
seemed to coincide with what Sandy had seen 
in his vision. I implored the gardener to tell 
me more Had he seen the princess'^ What 
was she iike'^ Could he arrange that 1 should 
speak to her, or at least see her? I knew 
well how strictly the people of the country 
secluded their women from strangers, but 
I was prepared to run any risk rather than 
forego the smallest chance of fulfilling my 
destiny. 

The old man was amused at my impetuosity. 
He had seen her once or twice with her 
attendants in the garden, and thought her 
the prettiest girl he had ever set eyes upon. 

“ They dmna mind being seen by an auld 
man like me, when they come every evening 
in the gloaming to tak’ a breath o’ caller air,” 
he said; “but it wad be amther thing if I 
had wi’ me such a braw young birkie as you 
are. They maybe wadna mislike seeing you 
themsels, but, gin the emperoi heard tell o’t, 
neither the ane nor the tither o’ us wad hae 
lang to live ” 

His opposition only made me more obsti- 
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nate I tried to overcome him by prayez>\ 
threats, and bribes I swore that, if he would 
not help me, I would break into the garden 
that very night, whatever might be the con- 
sequences to him and to me At last he 
yielded to some extent 

“ They that wull to Cupar, maun to Cupar,” 
he grumbled “ I’ll let ye oot by a side gate, 
and I’ll forget to sneck it If ye can wun in 
after sunset and hide yersell ahint yon bushes, 
ye’ll see a bonnier lass than ye ever saw in a’ 
Scotland But it will aiblins be the death o’ 
baith o’ us ” -With these words he let me out 
by a postern gate, which opened on a lane 
runnino- along the wall of the palace garden. 



CHAPTEB V 


THE PRINCESS 

M y small band of followers were dd:iglited 
to bear of the favour with which I had 
been received bj the emperor. They were 
glad of the prospect of northward to a 

colder climate, more Hke that of their native 
land I tbonght it better to tell them nothing 
of my conversation with the gardener, and of 
the audacious attempt I was going to ntake to 
got a sight of the captive puineess. 

It Baay be well imagined that the hours to 
sunset seemed very long As the moon hapr 
pened to be a little past the full,, my beet 
chance of reaching the postern unobserved 
was to go there about an hour affeer sunset, by 
which time the whole city would be shrouded 
in the darkness of night 

I diessed myself in a simple onental eoe- 
tume not likely to attract attention, and 
armed myself with a dagger, m case I mighfe 
have to defend myself against attack Thus 
acecwatred I started on my perilous expeditioraj, 

■CBIW) 39 B2 
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telling my comrades that they need not ex- 
pect me back for an hour or two The people 
of the city were too busy with their own 
affairs to pay me much attention now that 
the fairness of my face and hair was concealed 
by the darkness of approaching night 

By the good luck which always followed 
me when I walked in the path of my destiny, 
there was no one near to see me open the 
postern gate and ghde silently into the garden 
I immediately ensconced myself behind the 
bushes that Maxwell had pointed out to me, 
and there, with breathless eagerness, awaited 
the course of events. 

The princess and her ladies were already in 
the garden I could hear their voices and 
their footsteps as they paced up and down 
the gravel paths at no great distance from 
my hiding-place. It was sad to heai the 
melancholy tones of their voices, unrelieved 
by any outbursts of silvery laughter, such 
as might have been expected from young 
girls enjoying themselves in the cool of the 
evening. m ^ch a beautiful, place. At last one 
thenh ,who by her bearing and tone of 
authority, was eti^ntly tihe princess, motioned 
the other two* t# stsmd apart, and - walked with 
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slow, sad steps towards the place where I was 
concealed. When she was quite close to me, 
she stood still, and, fixing her eyes on the 
Great Bear, that shone over her northern 
home, covered her face with her hands, and 
sobbed as if her heart would break. 

Who could ever see a woman weeping with- 
out being deeply moved ^ Such insensibility 
was certainly no part of my nature Besides, 
everything tended to work up my feelings of 
sympathy to the highest pitch Although I 
could hardly see her m the darkness, with the 
intuition of love I could divine that she was 
young and beautiful. She stood before me as 
the embodiment of the dreams of my destiny 
Above all, she and I were alike strangers m a 
strange land, bound together by the invisible 
links "of the chain of destiny. From that 
moment, even before I had seen her beauty, I 
determined to be her true knight, and vowed 
to devote my life to her service 

The flood of emotion that overwhelmed my 
soul did not allow me to be silent. In 
earnest tones I told her that I was present as 
a friend, and implored her for her sake and 
my own not to reveal my presence. Her first 
impulse when she heard the voice of a man 
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was to call hea? attendants Bnt she conti oiled 
hers^, and askad me who I was, and how I 
had eomc to violate the pirvacy of the im- 
jkeidal gardens. 

I told her that I was a traveller fip^Mao 
distant Frangistan and that my destiny had 
bajonght me to India to release her fiom cap- 
tivity, and restore her to her father’s palace, 
or die in the attempt 

“Flee with me now!” I excknmed. “The 
gate of the garden behind me is open Yow 
will be treated with all the honour due to 
your noble hirth, yomr beanty, and your dis- 
tress. The swords of myseM and my fiour 
followers will defeaad you tO' the death Make 
» bold dash for liberty, and leave the result 
to the higher powers who gunde the destmies 

©£ me n ” 

Jiast at this natomeiat the rising moon, which 
had hitherto' been concealed by the thiok 
foliage of a mango^tpee, sumioanted the screen 
of leaves and shone upooo heor faee. 

It was St face suspassii&g lovedintess, siMh 
as my foefete pen need not essay to desorrbe. 
Mcic eyes were bliss^. and her s^lbndid 
efehah? ivaa <s£! deepest atibustti. Ftomt the 
^ E/uro(>^ 
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a^kd ease of her niovetaents it might 
easily he inJferjred that she had lived a free 
life in the open air, and not been secluded all 
her life withm the walls of the harem. Her 
•Cjoanplexion was remarkaMy fe,ir There was 
Just the slightest tinge of hrown to befeokeai 
oriental birth and descent. In stature 
she was very tall for a woman, especially for 
a woman of the East Tlie regularity of her 
{features was such that her profile had the 
severe line erf beauty of a G-reek statue. Ae 
she stood before me in the moonlight, she 
revealed herself to my enraptured eyes as fair 
as Emily, when, on a naorniag of May, herself 
“ fresher than the May ”, she was seen by the 
Maapriscaaed E^alaiaion m the garden erf Theseus 
gathering white and red flowers to make a 
garland for yefflow hair, or as .rfoaiu Beau- 
fert in the garden of Windsor -Castle when she 
mspired with, love and poetry the heart of the 
noblest of the ill-starred Stuart line 

Through hser tears she smiled sweetly .a/b my 
impetuosity and at the recklessness of my 
pEopoaal. Theai, with wisdeasn and ikaiadly 
dferethought ^e hade me remain where I was 
in concealment, last any teye sbould see me m 
the garden, the result erf which would ‘hUYe 
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been speedy death for myself, my followers, 
and Maxwell, who had connived at my en- 
trance into the garden. 

“ I do not need to see you,” she said. 
“ You must be the Frank who appeared at the 
imperial durbar in striped clothes such as were 
never seen before in India. Now, few words 
will suit our needs best. I accept the help 
that you so generously offer. But let us act 
warily My native land is far away, and 
many hundred miles of the Mogul’s empire 
intervene between it and Delhi If we tried 


to escape now, we should be very qpiokly 
captured. Nor is it necessary to make any 
such rash attempt. My honour is safe as 
long as I am under the imperial protection. 
'3. go as a hostage with Aurangzebe, who is 
marchmg to invade and effect the conquest of 
my country. When I arrive there, it will be 
tkne to try and escape from my captivity. If 
you can contrive also to travel nor^ward with 
Aurangzebo’s army, you may help me. Till 
t|ien 

^E^diently' m my 3plac& ,of oon- 
toi'gite me^rome token 

she csded ‘^'B^ery 




IT SO THAT IT F8U- AT MY 
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moment you stay here may be fraught with 
death I myself must rejoin my comrades ” 
But eie she turned away, she graciously 
took a ring from her finger and flung it deftly, 
so that it feu at my feet 

I eagerly picked up the pledge and hurried 
fleam the garden 



CHAPTER VI 


aurangzebe’s advance 

T he scene of my story must now change 
from the hot plains of Central India to 
the cooler mountainous region of Cahul, to 
which the army of Aurangzebe advanced with- 
out encountering any opposition. The forces 
of the G-reat Mogul seemed to me better fitted 
for pompous and leisurely procession through a 
friendly and level country than for active war- 
fare against mountaineers They were strong 
in numbers, if numbers could be regarded as a 
proper measure of strength. But I could not 
help thinking that in certam circumstances the 
numbers would prove a source of weakness. 
For the army appeared to my eyes more like 
a moving city than a military force, when 1 
considered the multitude of silk and cotton 
tents, kitchens, baggage, women, elephants, 
camels, oxen, waiting -men, porters, foragers, 
victuallers, and merchants of ail aorta that 
accompanied usv I . felt sure that jf I could 
have ^got in the rear of such an army with a 
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thousand of my light-footed clansmen, 1 could 
very soon have thrown the whole unwieldy 
mass into a state of wild terror and almost 
inextricable confusion 

Such was the army that I and my comrades 
joined at Peshawur and accompanied through 
the defile of the Khyber Pass to CabuL We 
did not, however, enlist as soldiers under the 
banner of Aurangzebe, as had been my original 
intention. The pledge I had given to my 
princess might at any moment render it 
necessary that we should take hostile action 
against the Moguls; so, instead of swearing 
military oaths of obedience to the prince, 
we accompanied the force as travellers who 
wished to go through Central Asia to the 
kingdom of Muscovy, In this guise we were 
allowed to proceed unmolested as far as Cabul 
In spite of our fair skin, we did not attract 
much atteation in the enormous and motley 
crowd that accompanied the army on its march. 

At Cabul Aurangzebe united his fresh troops 
with the dispirited forces of his younger 
brother Murad, who for many months had 
been virtually besieged in that city, and had 
bee*! reduced to great straits for want of pro- 
visions owing to the audacious incursions of 
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tiie Ufibeg laglffit laosNsemeii, often led by them- 
icing in person. When Aurangzebe took the 
eofflSBBand of the united Mogul armies, the 
tables were completely and suddenly turned 
Boon safber his amval be sent out a large body 
‘Of light cavalry to punish the Usbeg marauders. 
The measure was signally successful. In a 
sharp skirmish that ensued the Usbegs had 
the misfortune to lose their gallant king aaad 
leader, the father of my princess, w5ho was 
shot through the heart by a random arrow 
This untoward event entirely paralysed the 
nartoonal^ resistance The dead kmg left no 
son® behind 'him, and has only daughter, the 
ptmoess t© whom 1 had vowed my service, 
w^as a captive m tlie power of Aaorangaebe. 
Bueh being the case, the lea<iership of tJie 
Baikh armies and a hsope of the orowrf wetre 
^ven to Naeor iLhaoi, a {iousiaa of the king’is 
and a wannoar -of some mepute But he waws 
by m> naeaKns the ohoioe f®f rfche whole nsefeiom. 
Many of them insisted that the throne be- 
tlti^fged t@ the captive paanoess, whom they 
lot her itnwaa Bake aiad Sea* Idie eak® of 
^s®airt tfialhapacj The dasajaaion dne ho tdike^pe 
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the supporter of the rights of the Prmcess 
Zobra, the legitimate heir to the throne 

In the circumstances Nazir Khan deter- 
naiined to strengthen his position by winning 
a great victory over the invaders Departing 
from the policy of the late king, who had 
avoided large engagements and waged with 
brillmnt success a guerilla waicfare of Skir- 
mishes and surprises, he collected, alnaost adl 
Imb followers Mat© one large body and teoh up 
a position in front of Aurangzebe's advamcer- 
guard Had he attacked at once, he naught 
have won a great victory But he delayed 
and gave Aurangaebe, who was commanding iaat 
person, time to call up remforcements. When 
the reinforrcements arrirved, the Mogul® were 
a®- superior in nuamber to their opponents that 
they were able to- send a Isurge body of me» 
round the left of the enemies’ po^dfeion to 
threaten th^r reai. 

Nazir Khan ought now to have recognized 
his false step and retired. But he was one of 
those obstinate men who prefer to persevere 
in a mistaken course rather than confess their 
error by altering their plans. He delivered 
his attack, but it was successfully repulsed. 
The Usbegs were then compelled, by the pre- 
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senoe of the Moguls on then flank and reai, 
to heat a precipitate retreat, in which many of 
them were cut off and eithei killed or cap- 
tured A like evil fate dogged the footsteps 
of Nazir Khan in all his military enterprises 
The Usbegs were again and again defeated, 
till at last they gave up all resistance in the 
open field, and retired moodily northward 
towards the River Oxus, or took refuge in the 
HMtccessible mountain regions of the Hindu 
AtHcangJsebe took firm possession of the 
P«l§ses between* Cabul and the Usbeg territory, 
and beyond thfeica became absolute master of 
mosffc d!&,^e( country to the south of the cities 
of Balkh, Khulm, Kunduz, and Khanabad. 
HA was noi^ said to be making leisurely pre- 
pa.rations for the capture of those cities, which 
would complete th^3 destruction of Usbeg inde- 
pendence. 



CHAPTER VII 


IN CABUL 

W HILE these operations were going on I 
remained in Cabul, so that I might be 
ready to take the first opportunity that might 
present itself of delivering the princess from 
captivity. Twice a day, always at the same 
hour, I passed under the wall of that part of 
the fortified palace called the Bala Hissar, in 
which I had ascertained that she was confined. 
This I did partly from a natural desire to be 
near my mistress, and partly that she might 
See that I was waiting eagerly for a favourable 
opportunity and had not forgotten my pro- 
mise 

But what could I do^ The position seemed 
almost hopeless, when I considered the care 
with which she was guarded, and the strength 
of the wall of the palace in which she was 
imprisoned. For a long time I could not even 
determine the window of the apartment that 
had been assigned to her. One night, how- 
ever, as I passed under the wail, I heard a 

61 
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slight but sharp metallic clink against my 
helmet, and a silver button fell at my feet. I 
picked it up, and without a moment’s delay 
passed on my way WitU wh’at eagerness did 
I scan the precious token as soon as I could 
do so without fear of being observed! With 
what joy did I recogmze, engj^aved ooi the 
tace of the button, the winged diragcm, the w?ell- 
known device of the royal family of Balkh! 
Judging by my position at the time when 
the. button struck my helmet it was easy to 
detezmine the window from whieh it had been 
drop 5 ^^ on. my head Thus a most important 
step had been, achieved. I now knew ficar 
cmrfeaan, the room in which the pnnoess was 
copahned, and had the satiefactiom ©f knowing 
that it was not more than fifty feet, above the 
gfroiund. 

The next thing to do was to devise a means 
©f communieating with the padnceps. I soon 
thought of a plan that proved sucees^ful in a 
famous oldi story often told me by my nurse 
m the dayst of my childhood. K I could 
manage to carry it into effeet, I should not 
only h® able to inform the pianoe^as of my 
phi^ps, but hlsQ at same her the 

mean^ @f e8C5a,|)mg,feom hf® pifews*- 1 pcocnmd 
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a silken thread, long and slight and strong, 
and a powerful-looking black beetle. Having 
attached the thread to the beetle, and put 
both in my pocket, and taking with me a 
thick cord and a strong rope sixty feet long, I 
proceeded to the palace wall on a dark night. 
Fortune so far favoured my plans that there 
was no one in sight; indeed it was such a 
dark, misty night that, if anyone had been 
within twenty yards of me, he would not have 
been visible So I took my beetle out of my 
pocket, and smeared his nose with fragrant 
butter My plan, as the reader may have 
divined, was to send the beetle up to the 
window with the silk thread, so that the prin- 
cess might draw up the thick cord by the silk 
thread, and finally, by the thick cord, the 
strong ‘rope." According to the story which 
put the idea into my head, the beetle, enticed 
onwards by the smell of butter on its nose, 
would go straight up the wall in the direction 
in which it was started. My beetle, however, 
to my great disappointment, proved contuma- 
cious, and refused to follow its nose in the 
direction I wished it to take. Again and 
again I pointed its head straight for the win- 
dow, and, as often as I let it go, it turned to 
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the right or the left, no doubt finding hope of 
butter and of escape from the captivity of the 
silken thread in whichever direction it turned 
I soon gave up the attempt in despair, and 
returned to my lodging, cursing my folly in 
putting such trust in old wives’ tales. 

When my comrades saw my dejected looks 
they were eager to know what depi eased me, 
and I told them the whole story, giving them 
leave to laugh at my childishness as much as 
they liked. Instead of laughing at me, they 
put their heads together and tried to think of 
some other means of accomplishing my object 

“Could we not climb the wall'?” said my 
foster-brothers 

I told them that the wall was so smooth 
that it hardly afforded a foothold for a cat, 
and that even a bare-footed Highlander could 
not hope to climb it 

“ Perhaps Honelly might shoot the silk 
thread into the window,” Cohn suggested. 

We all laughed at him. How could the 
silk thread ©scape being broken by the dis- 
chaa^e of the gun, and how could we prevent 
the city from being alarmed by the 

ndish bf a shot !fired in the^ middle stillness 
of the night? 
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Colin hung his head and muttered some- 
thing about the disadvantage of noisy fire- 
arms as compared with the bows and arrows 
used by our ancestors. 

At the mention of bows and arrows Donelly 
pricked up his ears 

“ Give me a bow and arrow/' he exclaimed, 
“and by St Patrick it won’t be long before 
I land an arrow in the window 

He then explained that in his boyhood, in 
the wild west of Ireland, he had become expert 
in the use of bows and arrows long before he 
knew that there were such things as guns and 
pistols in the world 

On hearing this my spirits rose again as 
high as they had before been low. On the 
follomng day we procured a good bow and 
arrows^in the bazaar, and at the dead of night 
Donelly and I repaired to the wall beneath 
the princess:’s windrow. M‘ William and my 
two foster-brothers stationed themselves at 
some distance, but within hearing, so that, if 
their presence should be required, they could 
come to our assistance. 

I had never really put much confidence in 
the beetle, although, for want 6f a better 
device, I had tried what the insect could do 
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for me. This time I approached the imprison- 
ing palace with far better hopes, for I knew 
that Donelly was no boaster, and T trusted 
that the correctness of eye that made him so 
deadly with his matchlock would also enable 
him to shoot his arrow straight to the mark 
Also the window was large His first shot 
was, however, unsuccessful. The arrow struck 
the masonry below the window, and fell at 
our feet with its point blunted Perhaps the 
darkness of the night made it difficult to hit 
the mark, or the slight silken thread kept the 
arrow down At his next shot Donelly aimed 
at a point above the window This time he 
was successful The sound made by the arrow 
told us that it had struck the wood of the 
closed shutters, and the fact that it did not 
fall proved that it had stuck there We ^passed 
a few moments of intense suspense, fearing 
that the sound might not have been heard, or 
that it might have been heard by the wrong 
person. Presently the window opened, and 
first the silk thread, then the cord, and finally 
a ladder of ropes weie pulled up. To the last 
I attached a short note, merely containing 
the Words* “To-morrow at the same hour” 
Sending this, mi^ive was a risks and might 
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have cost us all our lives, if the arrow had 
been discovered by anyone else but the 
princess, or one of her own attendants How- 
ever, the risk was worth running If the arrow 
and its accompaniments had fallen into the 
wrong hands, our enterprise might almost be 
regarded as hopeless, and could not be made 
much worse by the discovery of the note If, 
on the other hand, things had gone right so 
far, the note gave a fair chance of achieving 
the lelease of the princess, at least a better 
chance than we had hoped for since our arrival 
at Cabul 
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ESCAPE FROM THE BALA HISSAR 

N ext morning, from the earliest dawn, we 
listened apprehensively to every ap- 
proaching footstep. Our fears, however, were 
agreeably disappointed, and after two or three 
hours had passed, and we still found ourselves 
alive and free, we began to prepare for the 
second step of our enterprise. The chief point 
was to secure adequate means of conveyance 
for the princess and her two ladies, so that they 
might be able to travel quickly and comfortably 
through the rough country lying between Cabul 
and Balkh 

Horses, mules, camels, or donkeys had to be 
bought for the conveyance of the ladies by day, 
and tents, to shelter them at night. Unfortu- 
nately our expenses on the way to Cabul, had 
almost exhausted my limited stock of rupees. 
I had "little’ money and less credit, and in 
Cabul, as in most other places in the world, 
nothing’ can be got for nothing, I deter- 
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mined, however, to visit a great Jewish money- 
lender m the market-place, and see if he could 
be persuaded by any means to lend me what I 
wanted 

When I entered his shop the old gray- 
bearded usurer kindly offered me a seat, and 
gave me a little cup of black Arabian coffee, 
before he would allow me to tell my business 
After I had drunk the refireshing draught, 1 
informed him that I wanted him to lend me 
a thousand rupees. He asked me what secu- 
rity I had to give, to which I could only reply 
that the word of a gentleman was as good as 
a bond. 

‘‘My dear young gentleman,” he suavely 
-replied, “if I had gone on the principle of 
^ leii^hg money to all who were willing to pro- 
rhiise to repay me on their word of honour as 
gentlemen, or even by ’the sacred water of the 
Ganges, or by the beard of the prophet, I 
should long ago have been reduced to the 
state of a borrower like yourself, instead of 
being, as I now* am, the richest man in 
Cabul.” 

I tried to make something out of his evi- 
dent vanity. “ Surely,” I said, “ such a rich 
man as you would not feel the want of a 
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thousand rupees, for which I will repay five 
thousand rupees as soon as I have the power 
to do so.” 

“And when will that be, I wonder? You 
look like a man of war, and I expect you are 
just going off to the fighting as quick as you 
can If you stay in the rear, you won’t make 
much out of the wars If you go to the front 
and get your head cut off, what becomes of 
my good thousand rupees. No, no, my son, 
stay where you are till my next caravan goes 
to India, and I’ll enrol you among the troopeis 
that escort it and give you good pay. For, 
after all, I know something of men’s looks, 
and you have an honest face; but, for all that, 
I would not trust you with one thousand, or 
even a hundred rupees, without security.” 

I could think of nothing more to s«,y, and 
in my perplexity, without knowing what I 
was doing, began to turn round on my finger 
‘!ie ring that the princess had given me at 
Delhi. The old man noticed the big red 
jtone in it, and said: 

“ That’s a pretty ring you’ve got. If you 
like. I’ll lend you fifty rupees on it ” 

My temper had been irritated by the help- 
lessness of my position, and when the usurer 
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oeolly prt^xQsed to take froia me the ring that 
my dear mistress had given me, I burst into 
a passion, and cried out: 

“ How dare you insult me, old dotard 
Know that I value that ring so highly that 
I would not part with it for ten thousand 
rupees r' 

“ Oh, my son,” he replied, “ be not angry 
with me. How could I guess that you, who 
came to me like a beggar to borrow a poor 
thousand rupees, knew the value of the 
bmutiful ruby in your ring. Gome now, 
if you leave it with me, instead of fifty 
rupees I will advance you one hundred pieces 
of gold.” 

The odd man did not know why I atfe^ehed 
so muieh value to the lang, arid not unnatu- 
miiy attributed my impassioned words to 
knowledge of the intrinsic value of the g^a. 
By this little Balsunderstanding of his, there- 
fore, I first got an ' inkling of the pecumai?y 
value of the princess's gift, which I had pre- 
viously looked upon only by the light of love. 
But I already knew enough of oriental methods 
of bargaining to be convinced that eveaa- now 
the usurer had not risen to the real value of the 
ring. So I determined to test him, and said . 

(BU6) 0 
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“ If you want tins ring, you must pay me 
at once five hundred pieces of gold Other- 
wise the ruby in it is destined to deck the 
tiara of the great pnnce Aurangzebe.” 

The old man smiled a smile intended to 
express contemptuous pity for the depths 
of ignorance of precious stones revealed by 
my remark. 

“ The stone,” he said, “ is worth not more 
than a hundred pieces of gold. I will give 
you another gold mohur for the metal of the 
ring Well, as you are in want of money, 
and G-od tells us to succour the distressed, 
I will even give you a hundred and twenty 
gold mohurs for it If you are foolish enough 
to refuse such an offer, you will repent of 
your folly to the end of your life. Besides, 
let me tell you that Aurangzebe is a pious 
prince and cares not for such gewgaws.” 

All the time I could read in the twinkling 
of his foxy eyes his mtense eagerness to 
possess the ring. So I got up from the seat, 
and as coolly as I could said to him : 

‘‘Very well! As you can’t afford to give 
me my J)nce, I’ll take my goods to a better 
market^" 

So saying I bade him farewell, and walked 
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away from his shop After all, if need be, 
I could swallow my pride and come back for 
the one hundred and twenty gold pieces he 
had offered me To my relief he immediately 
jumped up and began to raise his offer gradu- 
ally by five and ten pieces of gold at a time, 
and followed me as I walked away, always 
enhancing his offer. To all he could say I 
only replied nothing, or My price is five 
hundred pieces of gold”; and at last, seeing 
I was inexorable, he yielded, and I returned 
to the shop. There he slowly counted me 
out the five hundred pieces Many I rejected 
as underweight, but at last, after a good deal 
of haggling over doubtful coins, I took away 
a bag of five hundred gold pieces, good, bad, 
or indifferent, which, however, were amply 
sufficient to provide all that was wanted for 
our journey. 

My chief purchases were tliree horses to 
carry the princess and her two attendants, 
and two mules to carry provisions and other 
necessaries for what might prove a long 
journey To ensure secrecy I hired no 
attendants of any kind, knowing well that 
every man of the country I might engage 
would be a possible traitor. For such is the 
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reputation of the Afghans that their own 
proiiorbs warn you not to converse with them 

h^^ ^ ooneealed in your 
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CHAPTER IX 

®‘t<lGHT FROM CABTJL 

A ®‘PPointed hour of the mght we 

started for the Bala Hissar The city 
was silent as the grat^'e, exce^ for the wateh- 
calling out m thear monotonous drawl, 
I extol the perfection of the Imng King, 
who sleepeth not nor dieth ’’ We ran into one 
of them, who exclaimed to us * “ Attest the 
Unity of God”, to winch I raffiaediateiy gave 
the appropriate reply - There is no deity feet 
^Jd , which, according to the simple notions 
of Mahtnnetans, is, a sufeci^at guarantee that 
the speaker does not intend to commit any 
unlawful action 

After this rencontre we moved on rapidly 
and silently to the palace wall, under whieii 
there were, hackily for us, no watehmcMt to 
interfere with our proceedings 

The great wall frowned darkly above us, 
and for a few anxious uaomefnts there was 
no sign to indicate that our prossenoe had been 
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observed. Then we heard the shutters of the 
window slowly open, and the rope - ladder 
was let down. We fastened the end tightly 
to pegs fixed in the ground at a sufficient 
distance from the wall to prevent the ladies 
as they descended from coming into contact 
with it 

The rope-ladder was scarcely fastened when 
a female form began to descend. It was the 
princess, who herself was the first to trust 
herself to the unsteady ladder. When she 
reached the ground, she rewarded me with 
a look of gratitude from her beautiful eyes, 
and I silently kissed her hand. 

We how waited for the princess’s ladies to 
come down; but there was an annoying de- 
lay of five or ten minutes before Ayesha, the 
younger of the two, descended. She 'told us 
that the elder waiting -lady, who was some- 
what mclmed to be stout, had flatly refused 
to trust herself to the frail rope-ladder. She 
much preferred to remain in confinement 
rather than slip out of the window into the 
darkness of night by a ladder of ropes. I 
offered to* go «up the ladder and try to per- 
suade her, but. was dissuaded from doing so. 
The princess and Ayesha assured me that she 
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was in sucli a state of fright that it would 
be useless to attempt to move her from her 
resolution. Besides, every moment was of 
importance So we determined to leave the 
timid lady where she was and make for the 
gates. Afterwards we found that she had done 
us good service. On the following morning 
she declared that the princess was indisposed, 
and for a long time no one was allowed to 
enter the apartment. Of course suspicions 
were eventually aroused and the deceit was 
discovered. But in the meantime we had 
got some twelve hours’ start of our pur- 
suers. 

After we had thus succeeded in delivering 
the princess out of her captivity in the Bala 
Hjssar, the next thing was to get outside the 
walls df the city, the gates of which were 
opened before dawn, so as to enable travellers 
to make an early start and advance as far as 
possible on their way before the sun was high 
Unfortunately it was still an hour before the 
first faint glimmer of dawn would appear in 
the sky 

We could not stay where we were, and I 
proposed that we should return to my lodg- 
ings and wait there till the time of departure 
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arrived. The pniKsess, however, told me tii«t 
i^e had other friends in the city, who, lifee 
ourselves, had been waiting for a fevoumble 
o|»portunity to secure her release. The head- 
quarters of her friends was at a distance of 
half a mile, in the house- of an old mullah,^ 
who would not only give us shelter hut also 
aid our flight with all the reeoureee at his 
disposal. So to his house we made our way 
Iteough the darkness under the guidauc© of 
the princess 

When we had knocked at the door, at feret 
ge®^ly and afterwards more loudly, a head 
was thrust out of a window immediately 
a.hove the door, and an angry voice us 

begone. The princess replied. 

Tell thy master that strangers ask admis- 
sion in the name of Allah, the moat Aercifal, 
a®fd of the holy pir®" who lives on the skirts 
of the deft mountain.” 

This appeal acted as a charm. The dooir 
was quickly opened by the muilah*s own 
hands and we were t^en into his dwell- 
ing 

The joy derpjicted on old man’s oouttten- 

^ ^ MaJbomettua 
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ance at the sight of the princess was pleasant 
to look upon 

“ And hast thou escaped, my daughter,” 
he exclaimed, “ from the giasp of the greedy 
Moguls, and do I see thee once more safe and 
sound and free'^ But theie is little time for 
words. Thou art still within the walls of the 
hostile city, and much has to be done before 
I can see thee seated on the throne of thy 
fathers. What are thy plans, and who are 
these fair-skinned strangers who have brought 
thee to me '2” 

In a few words she explained the situation, 
telling the mullah how we had met in the 
imperial garden of Delhi, how I had devoted 
myself to her service, and how she had 
escaped from the Bala Hissar Then the 
mtillah, turned to me and asked me whether 
I considered that I had done my part, or 
whether I still proposed to follow the fortunes 
of the princess. 

“Nothing but death,” I replied, “shall ever 
part me from the lady to whom I have de- 
voted my heart and my sword.” 

“ And the others'*” he enquired. 

“^They have bound themselves to follow 
my fortunes, and will go wherever I lead 
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them. Wait till they aie tried in the hour 
of peril and you will see how brave and faith- 
ful they are ” 

This being settled, we laid our heads to- 
gether to devise ways and means for our 
northward flight I soon saw how hopelessly 
incomplete my arrangements had been How 
could I expect to find my way to Balkh with- 
out a guide, even if we could succeed in 
evading the Mogul troops on the way ? How 
could we even hope to obtain egress from the 
jealously -guarded gates of Cabul'^ 

The friendly mullah had foreseen all these 
difficulties and provided for them beforehand. 
His trouble had been to get the princess out 
of the Bala Hissar, and this we had solved 
for him He had long had everything pre- 
pared for the flight of the princess if oply she 
could escape from her prison He had in his 
service guides who knew well the route we 
had to traverse, and two fine camels with 
palanquins, called cajawas, hanging on either 
side hke aspeg’ panniers, for such is the manner 
in which ladiqs can travel most conveniently 
andvcomfottabi^ .through Oentral Asia. Most 
imp^su»jiis&, erf dK W had a passport for a cara- 
van of pTig?i«i^,|o ^ southw^JJd through the 
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Mogul Empire to Surat, that being the port 
at which Central Asian pilgrims usually em- 
barked for the holy Mahometan city of Mecca. 
There was no time to be lost- The two ladies 
were quickly seated so as to balance each other 
in the two cajawas on either side of the better 
of the two camels. The second camel, being 
unnecessary, was left behind I mounted on 
one of the horses I had bought, my two foster- 
brothers on the two others. Two strong 
country -bred ponies were provided by the 
mullah for Donelly and M‘ William The two 
mules, bearing provisions for the journey, were 
entrusted to the guidance of two grooms, who 
knew the country well and could guide us on 
our way. Another trusty man of Balkh rode 
the camel which had the honour of carrying 
the princess and her lady. All this was 
quickly arranged, so that we reached the gate 
of the city just when the first glimmer of 
dawn began to be visible. 

As our passport described us as pilgrims 
going through India to Mecca, we had to 
leave the city by the southern gate, which, 
indeed, we should have chosen in any cir- 
cumstances, in order to disarm suspicion, as 
being the egress farthest from the road to 
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Balkh. The gatekeeper scanned oui passpoit, 
and read it, or pretended to read it, by the 
dTTT. light of his flickering lamp After taking 
note of our numbeis, sex, and appearance, he 
opened the gate We passed through and 
were free 
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W HAT joy it was to be once more outside 
the city, to know that the princess of 
my heart had been delivered from her prison 
by my efforts, and that, if the same good 
fortune attended us, we should restore her to 
her friends, and to the kingdom that was hers 
by right ’ 

No doubt many difficulties and dangers had 
yet to be surmounted before all this could 
he achieved, but I could no longer distrust 
J'ortuAe after the wonderful way in which she 
iiad favoured us so far I felt that my star 
was in the ascendant, and that, whatever 
might be before us in the immediate future, 
success would crown our enterprise in the 
end If not, it would be no inglorious lot to 
die sword m hand for the right of the fair 
princess to whom I had devoted my life and 
service. 

After we had left the gate of Cabul about 
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a mile behind us, we had to fetch a compass 
and get round by cross paths to the route 
from the northern gate leading towards Balkh 
This took some time, and we feared that our 
pursuers might already be on the northern 
road to intercept us. To our great relief we 
found the course clear. There seemed to be 
no one going our way, but we met imperial 
messengers hurrying southwards to carry to 
India the news of the latest success of Aurang- 
zebe, who still seemed to be carrying every- 
thing before him. 

One of these was a gay cavalier mounted 
on a splendid bay Arab steed, and attended 
by half a dozen Mogul troopers. He had a 
rich turban on his head, and his polished 
shield and cuirass shone brightly in the mom- 
mg sun as he advanced to meet us at the 
head of his men. In good sooth I had seldom 
seen a finer man on a finer horse If he was 
a messenger bearing tidings, he would seem to 
have been in no hurry to deliver them, for 
he stopped on the way to interrogate us. We 
told him %at we were peaceful merchants on 
oup way to Badakshan. 

'‘Well^” he said, ‘T must see what goods 
you are taking northwards. For your fidr 
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skins are suspicious, and I should not wonder 
if you were in league with our enemies ” 

With this he drew up his horse near our 
mules, and bade us tell him what their pack- 
saddles contained. Then, without paying 
much attention to our replies, he approached 
the camel which bore the princess and her 
lady. 

“ And what have we in these ca>awas7” he 
asked. 

I told him that they contained two ladies 
belonging to our party He would not beheve, 
or affected not to believe, my statement. 

“ Cajawas supposed to carry ladies have 
often ere now,'’ he said, “ been found to carry 
weapons of war for our enemies.” 

“ Is not the great army of Aurangzebe be- 
tween us and the Usbegs^ Surely,” I said, 
^‘4f we were conveying munitions of war to 
your enemies, we should not be coming by 
way of Cabul ” 

Without vouchsafing any answer he 
stretched out his rude hand and pulled away 
the veil from the eajawa of the prmcess When 
he thus suddenly revealed to view the face of 
my mistress, rendered not less lovely by the 
flush of righteous anger with which it was 
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overspread, he exclaimed iii astonishment and 
admiration 

“ By Allah,” he exclaimed, “ beauty like 
thine was never meant foi the harem of a 
silly trader^ Thou must return with me to 
Cabul, for nothing upon earth shall prevent 
thee from becoming mine ” 

Although I knew well how essential it was 
that we should avoid the danger and delay of 
a quarrel so near Cabul, I had with difficulty 
withheld my hand when I saw the cavalier’s 
presumption Still, though raging furiously 
within, I spoke calmly, and humbly besought 
him to let us go peacefully on our way 
Treating my prayer with contemptuous silence, 
he ordered his followers to turn the camel’s 
head to Cabul, 

Our trusty camel-driver, perceiving their 
intention, immediately urged his beast along 
the road to the north The camel trotted on 
for some distance, followed by three of the 
Moguls, who vainly called upon the camel- 
driver to stop In the meantime the cavalier 
and his two remaining followers stood waiting 
for the others to overtake and bring back the 
capaek As they stood with their eyes turned 
in th^ dir^3tion of the pursuit, I gave a secret 
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Signal to my followers to piepare for action, 
and rode close up behind the unsuspecting 
cavalier Before he knew that I had any 
hostile intention, I had thrown my arms round 
him in such a way that it was impossible for 
him to draw sword or dagger His spirited 
horse reared in alarm, and in the struggle 
we both fell together on the soft sand. But 
my arms were still round his, and as I was 
much the stronger man of the two, he was 
completely at my mercy 

My comrades had in the meantime been 
equally successful m overpowering the two 
Moguls, and M‘William was now binding them 
hand and foot with a seaman’s dexterity in 
the tying of knots He next came to me, 
and tied up my captive m a similarly effective 
mapnSr. The cavalier was at first speechless 
with indignation at the ignominious plight to 
which he had been reduced by those whom 
he- contemptuously regarded as base traders. 
Wh.en he found his voice, he used it with 
effect in denouncing vengeance on his captors 
“ I’ll soon stop his hullabaloo,” exclaimed 
Donelly, who proceeded to unroll our captive’s 
turban, with the intention of twisting it round 
his mouth and smothering his curses. As he 
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unrolled the turban, many ducats that had 
been concealed in its folds fell on the ground 
before us, and in one of the innermost recesses 
we found a small bag containing rubies and 
a communication in the Persian character, 
written on a minute piece of parchment 

Before we had time to examine them, the 
princess and her camel had rejoined us The 
three Moguls, who had been trying to catch 
it, had fled precipitately when one of them 
happened to turn round and discovered the 
fate fchat had befallen their leader and their 
two comrades 

I handed to the princess the despatch, to- 
gether with the precious stones, which were 
probably the proceeds of the plunder of some 
palace or rich shrine belonging to her country- 
men It was not so easy to decide what was 
to be done with our three captives And yet 
something had to be decided on quickly with 
regard to them, for delay was dangerous. The 
three mounted fugitives might soon bring an 
overwhelming force to their rescue, if we 
lingered on the spot. No doubt the saf^t 
plan would have been to act on the principle 
of that arch traitor- Pym: Stone dead hae no 
fellow ” But even if such a course had com- 
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mended itself to me, which it did not, the 
tender eyes of the princess could never have 
been polluted by the sight of such a murder 
in cold blood 

“Leave them as they are!” she exclaimed; 
“and trust that Allah will neither allow them 
to be eaten by wild beasts nor to effect our 
destruction by too speedy an escape ffom their 
bonds.” 

So we left them there, lying m the dust by 
the roadside As it happened, we had not 
proceeded many miles before we met some 
peaceful wayfarers who would, we knew, re- 
lease them. Of course we took with us the 
three horses which our captives had ndden. 
The beautiful, high-bred bay Arab of the gay 
eavaher I appropriated to my own use, and as 
J sprang on hrs bach, I felt sure that he was 
one of the best steeds I had ever mounted, 
although his beautiful legs, slender as a ga- 
zelle’s, might seem to be hardly strong enough 
to bear my weight. 

Our first day’s march was through the 
beautiful gardens that he to the north of 
the city. In spite of our danger and anxiety 
we looked with dehght and admiration on 
the number and variety of fruit-trees that 
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grew on eithei side of our path — peaches, 
plums, apricots, pears, apples, quinces, cher- 
ries, walnuts, mulberries, pomegranates, and 
vines We halted at mid-day in one of these 
gardens which was watered by a crystal stream 
The refreshing murmur of the running water 
and the shade of the fruit-trees were delightful 
after the heat and hurry of our flight, which 
we had maintained for five hours without 
intermission Delightful also were the notes 
of the nightingales, blackbirds, thrushes, and 
doves that sang on the boughs and reminded 
us of the land of our birth. Delightful was 
the flavour of the pears of Samarcand, fresh 
culled from the boughs above us But most 
delightful of all it was to see the princess 
seated m our midst, and know that by our 
help and the guidance of God she had so 
far escaped her enemies. 

After we had refreshed ourselves with meat 
and drmk and a short rest, the princess called 
me to her She held in her hand the de- 
spatch that had been taken from the turban 
of the Mogul cavalier. After she had first, 
in answer to my earnest enquiry, assured me 
that she was not exhausted by the rapidity 
with irhieh we had travelled, I asked her 
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whether the pswohment contained any news 
of importance She told me that it did 
It was, she said, a despatch from Prince 
Aurangzebe to the Mogul governor of Cabul, 
telling him to foiwaid all reinforcements m 
the diiection of Badakshan, for that the plan 
of the campaign was first to reduce Faiz- 
abad and the othei cities of Badakshan, and 
after theii capture to move westward and 
complete the conquest of the Usbeg do- 
minions by taking the city of Balkh. This 
was most important information. It meant 
that the national resistance of the Usbegs 
was not entirely broken Evidently Aurang- 
zebe had recognized that he was attempting to 
do too much all at once, and found it neces- 
sary to concentrate his forces in one portion of 
the country to be conquered. Since he had 
chosen, as the scene Of his next military 
operations, the eastern Usbeg country round 
Faizabad, there was eveiy reason to believe 
that few Mogul troops would be left on the 
western loute to Balkh We therefore im- 
mediately determined to abandon our inten- 
tion of following the shortest route, which 
went due north through Charikar, for that, 
being henceforward the only line of communi- 
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cation between Aurangzebe and his base at 
Cabul, would be strongly occupied by the 
enemy By marching due west along the 
Candahar road for twenty miles we could 
strike the caravan route from Candahar and 
Grhazni to Balkh, which would probably not 
be guarded by the Moguls, owing to the new 
plan of campaign We therefore now directed 
our course westward, and after a ride of two 
or three hours once more turned northwards 
up the valley of the Cabul river towards its 
source at Sirchushma. 



CHAPTEE XI 


WE MAKE FOR THE HINDU KUSH 

T he valley of the river grew narrower and 
narrower as we came nearer to its source. 
We put up for the night at a village called 
Julrais, or “ Running Water ”, from the two 
beautiful brooks which flowed through it. 
Here we found shelter m the house of a 
mullah, who gladly gave up his best apart- 
ment for the use of the princess and her lady. 
The rest of us found accommodation for our- 
selves and our animals in the surrounding 
outhc^es. And glad we were to Snd shelter, 
for we were now getting into the mountamous 
country, and the night wind was bitterly 
cold 

In spite of the cold we made an early 
start, before the stars began to pale in the 
gray light of dawn, and proceeded with 
all the speed we could muster up the still 
narrowing valley We pursued our course 
without adventure or serious obstacle to our 
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mid-day haltmg-place, and for some ten oi 
twelve miles farther 

At this point of our journey I was talking 
to the princess and congratulating her on the 
good speed we had made 

“ Yet, my knight,” for so she deigned to 
call me, “ we have many days’ marches be- 
fore us, and even if we reach Balkh, the 
Moguls may besiege and capture the city 
with their great army Then I shall have 
to mourn not only my own captivity, but 
also the enslavement of my whole people 
And you, my friend, what will be youi fate 
when Aurangzebe has you in his power '2 He 
does not easily allow to escape out of his 
clutches those who oppose, and especially 
those who oppose successfully, his plans.” 

“Away -^^ith such thoughts, my la4y,” I 
replied “ Ere you become captive again, 
the Moguls will have to kill me and my four 
faithful followers. And we are not easily 
killed, for we, too, are the children of for- 
tune. If Aurangzebe has an imperial destiny 
before him, I too have my fate to fulfil.” 

Then for the first time I told her of High- 
s^rcond si^hf, and of the vision of the 
thah had prevented me from yielding to 
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despair at Philiphaugh and on the Northern 
and Indian Oceans, and had led me from 
Surat to Delhi, and from Delhi to the snows 
of Central Asia When I spoke of the prin- 
cess bride I was destined to win, a blush 
suffused her beautiful cheeek and she seemed 
to sigh. However, she archly replied: 

“ I thought that I was your lady and y©u 
were to be my knight for ever and aye And 
now it appears I am onty a stepping-stone by 
whom you hope to mount to the Princess of 
Muscovy owed you by destiny.” 

“ Nay, my lady — and my lady you will 
be as long as I breathe the upper air, — re- 
member that you too are a northern prineess. 
For you I live, for -yon, if need be, I die If 
I may not look so Mgh — if it is presumption 
fonr me to expect your favour^ — I ©an at least 
have the satisfaction of being loyal for ever 
to the lady of my heart Of this neither 
Fate nor Aurang2ebe ©an deprive me.” 

“ My knight,” she replied, “ Imk not your 
fortune too closely with mine. For my horo- 
scope is a sad one, and I am doomed to die 
m a far distant land inhabited by strangers, 
who revere not the Holy Prophet and hardly 
know his name. Leave me, then, in time. 
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lest my unlucky star predominate over your 
fortunate one/' 

As site slowly uttered these sad words, a big 
tear trickled slowly down her fair cheek. I 
was strangely moved, and do not know what 
might have happened next if at this moment 
Duncan had not ridden up and whispered in 
my ear: 

“ I hear in the distance a sound like the 
clatter of horses' hoofs on the stony track 
behind us." 

His ears had not deceived him. The tramp- 
ling feet of horses were distinctly to be heard 
behind us, gradually becoming louder and 
louder, until at last we could see those who 
were following and probably pursuing us. 
They were between thirty and forty in number, 
and from the way m which they rode they 
t appeared to be troopers. 

The valley at this point was very narrow, 
and at some little distance in front of us I saw 
a place where the river passed between high 
cliffs, leaving along its banks only enough 
roadway for one cart. To this 1 orden^ 
our cavalcade to- make its way. When we 
arrived there we dismounted, and, seizing a 
solid country cart that happened to be pass- 
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ing, placed it sideways as a barrier across the 
narrow passage. By such means only could 
five men hope to withstand the onset of so 
many. Our horses we 'placed behind m charge 
of the camel-driver and muleteers. 

I had vainly besought the prmcess to leave 
us and continue her northward flight. If the 
advancing horsemen were not enemies, we 
could, I said, soon rejoin her. If they were 
enemies, we could keep them at bay for a long 
tune and perhaps so cripple them that they 
would have to abandon the pursuit. The 
noble lady refused to retire from the scene of 
danger, and to our -surprise produced from her 
cajawa a long bow and some arrows, which she 
gave to me as weapons to aid in the common 
defence 

“i£s a girl,” she said, “my warrior father 
taught me to use the bow and arrow, and I 
never go anywhere without my favourite 
weapon.” 

As I had my pistols, I handed the bow and 
arrows to Duncan, who was a good archer. At 
the same time I told M‘William and Colin to 
throw across the river the trunk of a fallen 
tree in case the enemy should try to force 
their way up its bed It was no longer doubt- 
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fill that they were enemies, for they were now 
charging up the valley with their swords drawn, 
enccmraging each other with warlike shouts 
They were led by a captain on a black horse 
As soon as we saw him clearly, we easily 
recognized him to be the gay cavalier whom 
we had discomfited and laid in the dust on the 
previous day He had evidently soon obtamed 
his release, reported the loss of his despatches, 
and been supplied with a strong body of cavalry 
so that he might recover the despatches and 
bring back the fugitive princess. 



CHAPTEK Xn 


THE FIGHT BY THE RIVEE 

A t a distance of about a hundred yards they 
halted *to breathe their boluses before 
charging home This was too good an oppor- 
tunity for Donelly to let slip He rested his 
musket on one of the cart wheels and took 
a steady aim The bullet found its billet m 
the heart of one of the foremost horsemen, 
who rolled from his saddle to the ground 
Enraged and alarmed at their comrade's Ml, 
the whole body of cavalry now set spurs to 
their horses and charged fhriou&ly upon us as 
if they would sweep us from the face of the 
eartL 

But when they came close up to us, 
they found that they were stopped by the 
insurmountable obstacle presented by the 
heavy country cart At the same time 
Donelly, who had had time to reload, fired 
again I fired one of my pistols, Cohn, to 
whom I had given the other, did hkevdse^ and 
Duncan shot two or three arrows m quick 
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succession At such close quarters it was 
almost impossible to miss Two more of our 
assailants dropped from their saddles, and one 
or two wounded horses pranced wildly about, 
mad with pam M'William, who had charge 
of the defence of the river bed on our right, 
had no more deadly missiles than stones to 
hurl at those who tried to force their way up 
the rocky water-course Little danger, how- 
ever, seemed to threaten us in that quarter, 
as the rooky channel gave no safe footing for 
a horse’s hoof For some time they remained 
futilely hacking at the framework of the cart 
with their swords But when we gave them 
a second volley they beat a hasty retreat, 
leavmg five of their number dead or wounded 
on the ground in front of us They did not, 
however, retire quickly enough to eseape a 
parting shot from Donelly, which killed one 
of the horses The trooper riding it disengaged 
hunself from his fallen charger and ran away 
on foot. 

So far all had gone well with ua But our 
position was still very dangerous. The rooky 
crags on either of the pass were so high 
ap'd steep thaf* was little likdiihood of 
men frotn the plains of India attempt- 
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ing to clitnb them Our enemies might, 
however, get in our rear by making a long 
detour They might brmg us to our knees 
by simply remammg where they were, for, 
if we once lefb our strong position of defence, 
they could easily overtake us and ride us 
down 

It did not seem, however, to suit their 
leader’s taste to play a waitmg game We 
could see him on his black horse ^omg from 
one to another of his followers brandishing his 
sword and making fierce gesticulations. He 
was evidently encouraging them to venture 
on another charge, and after a few nunut^ 
his persuasions were successful They once 
mope arranged their ranks and charged down 
t^n^us ■^^h as nauch',4opir^e as they bad 
^ thfeir first attenlpt. We on our side 
ItW^lfted their onset cooUy and gave them an 
equally warm reception Duncan, who had 
shot all his arrows away in the first attack, 
had succeeded m recovering two that were 
fixed in the body of a dead horse lying just 
outside the barricade 

The enemy a second time lost heavily by 
the discharge of our missiles, which we reserved 
until they were close upon us Several of the 
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troopers were again killed or wounded. But 
tlieir leader, followed bj three of the boldest 
of his men, charged violently against the cart 
pole, which formed the weakest part of our 
defence. The pole broke clean off and fell 
at the feet of M‘William, who, brandishing 
it like a club in his powerful hands, brought 
it down with tremendous force on the head 
of the last trooper who broke his way in 
The man fell dead without a groan, and 

William stood in the gap behind him 
threatening a like terrible death to the next 
who might wish to venture in. No wonder 
the others paused on the threshold, fearing to 
encounter the gigantic fisherman. While they 
stood for a moment dumb and motionless with 
aona^ment, Colin rushed out and with his 
dagger stabbed one of them to the ^ heart, 
rushing back hastily before his comrades could 
avenge his falL 

In spite of the death of these two men our 
position was now perilous in the extreme. 
Besides our enemies in front, we had now 
three inside our defences, and our wooden wall 
was broken, so that more might force their 
way in. MWilliam's giant form, however, 
stood m the gap and might make good the 
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passage for some time. Bo, leaving him and 
Donelly and my two foster-brothers to defend 
the front, I turned to meet the three enemies 
who had been carried past us for the moment 
by the violence of their charge and were now 
turning their horses’ heads to attack our rear 

It seemed almost a hopeless task for 
one man on foot to defend himself against 
three on horseback. Fortunately my pistol 
was loaded By a lucky shot I broke the 
sword arm of one of my assailants, and then, 
drawmg my claymore and setting my back 
against a rock, I faced the other two. It 
would have gone hard indeed with me if my 
lady and the star of my destmy had not aided 
me in the hour of my need. 

For some time the prmoess had been urging 
her eargpl-driver and the two guides who led 
the sumpter mules to take part in the fray. 
At first they refused, saying that they were 
not soldiers, and that it was their business 
to watch the Camel and the mules and the 
horses. At last her eloquence and reproaches 
prevailed, and they came forward stealthily 
with long knives in their hands to stab or 
hamstring the horses of my assailants. So 
now those who had got round to oitr rear were 

(b116) V 
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themselves unexpectedly exposed to a rear 
attack 

The muleteers and camel-driver first concen- 
trated their efforts upon the unwounded Mogul 
trooper, who was somewhat behind his leader 
They sprang upon him unawares from behind, 
pulled him to the ground, and quickly and 
mercilessly despatched him with their long 
knives They then went on with the inten- 
tion of doing likewise to the trooper whom 
I had wounded, but he immediately turned 
his horse’s head northward and fled 

Having done this my new auxiliaries rushed 
to the front, leaving me to dispose of the 
Mogul leader. 

We had in the meantime crossed swords, he 
on his tall black charger, I on fool He seemed 
to be a gallant cavalier, and therefore, as I 
parried his strokes, I cai-lled upon him to dis- 
mount from his horse and fight with me on 
equal terms 

“ Besides/’ I added, “ if you fight on horse- 
back, I must try to disable your brave black 
steed, which I should be loth to do.” 

He did not disappoint the estimate 1 had 
formed of his chaiacter from his appearance 
and noble bearing Leaping lightly from his 
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saddle he plied me with so many strokes of 
his sword m quick succession that it was not 
easy to parry them with my heavier claymore. 
I was very eager to finish the single combat 
quickly, for from the shouts behind me it was 
evident that the struggle round the cart at 
the mouth of the pass was still raging 
furiously, and I feared that any moment the 
enemy might force their way in. I accordingly 
took the first opportunity that presented itself 
and delivered a downright blow with all my 
strength at the head of my adversary. He 
opposed his sword to the descending blow, 
and steel met steel. My Andrea Ferrara 
proved stronger than his Damascus blade, 
which snapped off at the hilt The blow fell 
with almost unabated force on his head-piece, 
which -saved him from death. But he fell 
stunned on the ground. 

I immediately rushed to join my comrades, 
whom I found hard pressed m the open passage 
between the bed of the stream and the front 
part of the cart M'William was still brand- 
ishing his great club, but he was weary with 
the tremendous efforts he had made, and blood 
was flowing profusely from a wound in his 
side Duncan’s claymore was red with blood. 
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and Colin, whose claymore had broken, was 
fighting with a swoid he had taken from the 
hand of a fallen enemy The ( aniel-diivei 
and muleteer were mounted on the (-ait ready 
with their long knives to stab an\'one who 
tried to climb over it I noticed tliat one of 
them was wiping his blade on his coat. 
Donelly was a foot oi two in the leai lapidly 
loading Ins gun The Moguls veie chaigmg 
at the open space with loud shouts but their 
appioach was impeded b the < orpses of then 
fallen comrades, and the}' evidently were in 
mortal terror of M ‘William’s blandished club 
All this I saw at a glance, and my heart 
leaped wuth joy to find that all was not \'et 
lost But my brave men uei(‘ wcaiy and 
could not much iongei sustain the onslaught 
In spite of the execution tlicv had done, the 
odds 111 numbers weic still neaily hvc to one 
against us, or three to one if we counted the 
two muleteers and the eannd-drivei 1 rushed 
hastily to the front, and at the same moment 
Donelly’s musket laid low anotlier of tlje 
enemy, upon whose fail they imracdtatcl\ 
drew back a little. 



CHAPTER XIII 


A PARLEY 

I now determined to try the effect of a 
parley, which, if it did nothing else, would at 
least give Donelly's musket time to cool and 
afford a welcome respite to my exhausted men 
Accordingly I sheathed my claymore and 
stepped forward a pace or two in advance, 
holding it by the middle as a sign that I had 
no hostile intentions Two men on the other 
side, who had taken the command m the 
absence of then original leader, understood 
my meaning and motioned to their followers 
to draw back, an ordei which they obeyed 
with alacrity, indicating pretty plainly that 
they were weary of the desperate conflict 
There was no feai of tieachery, as our assail- 
ants had evidentl}^ no missile weapons of any 
kind Had they been provided with such, it 
would have been utterly impossible for us to 
make a successful defence for such a long 
time I took the precaution, however, of 
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keeping a distance oi six leet bet^Yeen myself 
and the representatives of the enemy Betoie 
advancing, I told Cohn to reload ni} pistols, 
and whispered to Duncan that he might em- 
ploy himself, if time allowed, in the manu- 
facture of one or two airows As, howevei, 
Duncan had nothing he could make aiiow- 
heads out of, he cooil}/ stepped forward 
and recovered two of the arrows he had 
already shot When they saw him do this, 
the huger number of the enemy shouted out 
“treachery”, and drew back to a still more 
respectful distance They weie evidently 
demoralized by their ill success, and, now that 
they were no longer sustained b}- the excite- 
ment of fighting, looked as cowed and spirit- 
less as beaten curs The knowledge ot this 
enabled me to assume an air of supenbiity in 
the parley that now commenced 

“ What do you mean,” 1 asked, “ bj thus 
attacking peaceful traders as if you were 
robbers and not soldiers of a great king'*'” 

“ Are all these men wounded and slam,” 
then spokesman asked m reply, “ by peaceful 
trad.ers'2 Were you peaceful tradeis when 
you carried away from Cabul the Princess of 
Balkh'^ Give up the piinoess and oin leudei 





ay 

and we will allow you to proceed on your 
way " 

Your leader,” I replied, “ lies lifeless on 
the ground a little way up yonder stream 
Such will be the fate of your whole company 
if you persist in fighting men from a far 
country who are far mightier than yourselves 
As for the princess, she goes northwards to 
her home. You and the whole army of 
Aurangzebe had better turn back southward 
to India, or sure destruction will come upon 
you as soon as the snows of winter begin to 
fall ” 

I spoke these words m a loud voice that 
they might be heard by all, and slowly, in 
order that there might be time to reload the 
firearms, and then I added 

“ Charge now once more, if you dare, 
and the five foremost of you will bite the 
dust ” 

The two leaders, indignant at this bold 
defiance, called upon the others to charge, and 
I retired to our position I at once levelled 
one pistol, Cohn the other, Donelly his unerr- 
ing musket, and Duncan aimed the scarce less 
fatal bow of the princess The Moguls, seeing 
the certain death that awaited some of them 
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if they came near, stood still and refused to 
move a step forward 

“See’” I exclaimed deiisively, “your men 
are wiser than you. They know it is better 
to be live dogs than dead lions Go, then, 
bury youi dead, and depait in peace if you 
ever desire to see again youi Indian homes.” 

My woids produced a strange and totally 
unexpected effect Four troopers from the 
hostile ranks set spurs to their horses and 
rode violently straight in our direction. Oui 
fingers were on the triggeis of our firearms 
and Duncan bent his bow In auothei 
moment some of them would have been dead 
men. But suddenly, still iiding hard, they 
took off then turbans as a sign of submission, 
and threw far from them the swords that they 
held m their hands, shouting at the' top of 
their voices “We aie Usbegs of Balkh ’ We 
are Usbegs of Balkh’ Take us home with 
you to our dear native land ” 

On hearing these words we let them into 
our lines and heard their tale '^Phey had been 
impressed some months before by the invading 
Mogul army and forced to join a regiment of 
horse stationed at Oabul But all the time 
they served under the Mogul standards they 
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wete determined to take the hrfet oppoituiiity 
of deserting We had no reason to doubt 
then tale, so we provided them with swords 
taken fiom the dead Moguls who lay within 
or just beyond our barriei, and made them, 
on the naked blades of these swords, swear 
fealty to the princess 

Our enemies still stood befoie us irresolute 
at a distance of one or two hundred vaids 

1/ 

They had originally numbered thirty -four 
men, but eleven now lay on the ground dead 
and mortally wounded. Their numbers had 
now been further reduced by the deseition 
of the four Usbegs, which made the numerical 
diflfereiice between the opposing forces less by 
eight than it had been before Thus, we had 
now only to face nineteen men, seveial of 
whom were wounded. They had lost their 
leader, and no doubt the eleven men who had 
fallen were among the bravest of the band 
With our late accession of strength we had 
little to fear from anothei attack. Even on 
the march they weie not likely to molest us. 
So without further parley we made arrange- 
ments for the continuance of our journey 
northwards 

i was glad to hnd that my chivalrous 
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opponent, who had dismounted trom his 
horse to fight me on foot, was not dead He 
was now sitting up on the river bank, still 
dazed, but conscious I gave him a drink of 
water from the puie snow- fed stream, by 
which he was much refreshed On being 
asked whether he would prefer to keep the 
bay mare or the black horse, for I did not 
require both, he asked for the bay mare, to 
which he was devotedly attached His selec- 
tion suited me very well, for, although the 
bay mare was the more beautiful animal of 
the two, the black horse was bigger and 
stronger and more able to bear my weight 
So, having had the bay inaie brought to him, 
I myself mounted the black horse and rode up 
to the princess to ask her how she felt aftei 
the excitement and alarms of the hard fight- 
ing Not till then did I learn that it was 
hei exhortations that had moved the mule- 
teers and camel-driver to come forward at the 
most critical point of the conflict 

“ Then,” said I, bowing low to my saddle- 
bow, ‘ ‘ I owe my life to you For I should 
have had but a small chance of escapmg death 
if I had had to fight alone and on foot against 
two horsemen ” 
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“ T would have done more than this,” she 
replied, ‘ for my knight’s sake If my bow 
and arrows had been by my side, I would 
have tried whether during my captivity I 
had forgotten the lessons in archery that my 
father taught me. But look,” she added , 
“ that tall warrior, who fought so hon-like in 
my defence, is wounded, and here you are 
attending on me, who sat at my ease while he 
was facing death ” 

To my shame be it spoken, I had forgotten 
how profusely the blood had been flowing 
from William’s wound A Mogul sword 
had cut him on his left shoulder We now 
staunched the blood and bound up the wound 
The princess herself supplied fine linen for 
the purpose, and was eager to give up her 
own cajawa to the wounded man She 
could, she said, ride, and would enjoy 
the exercise The burly giant, however, 
laughed at the proposal In spite of the 
blood that had flowed from his wound, he 
was not badly hurt, and was quite able to 
ride All my other followers had received 
slight wounds or bruises, hut, considering 
the fierceness of the fight, they had come 
off remarkably well by the favour of fortune. 
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Theie was no leason for longer delay, so 
we now proceeded on oui journey, leaving the 
discomfited Moguls to bury then dead We 
had little feai that they would ventuie again 
to tiy conclusions with us 



CHAPTER XIV 


CROSSIKG THE HINDU KUSH 

F or seven or eight clays after the re^Dulse 
of the lloguls m the valley of the Cabul 
nvei oui straggle was rathei with the powers 
of nature than with human enemies Auiang- 
zebe had evidently withdrawn his forces from 
the route we were following But we had 
great mountains to climb, and, in the higher 
regions that we had to ti averse, the wind blew 
cold from the snowy mountain tops Luckily 
the season was so far advanced that we had 
nothing to apprehend from snowstorms But 
even at this time of the year the cold was 
hard to bear after the heat of India 

All through the journey the recommenda- 
tions of the mullah of Cabul were of ines- 
timable value to us Wherever we went, 
we found his friends and disciples, who were 
willing and able to help us. As if it were 
yesterdav, I remember the reception given 
to us by one of his brother mullahs at our 

first halting-place after the fight. The old 
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man received us at his door with the customary 
oriental salutation of welcome, Peace be 
unto you”; to which we replied, “And unto 
thee be peace 

Then he led us into a great cave, which 
was the principal apartment in his residence 
For these mountains are honey-combed with 
caves, which are utilized as dwelling-places 
for man and beast, and are found to be 
safer and drier than houses built by human 
architects In this great natural hall we 
were seated on sheepskins and beaiskms 
Before we were allowed to tell our tale 
we were given cups of fbdodeh, a w^'hite 
jelly strained from wheat and drunk with 
sherbet, to cool which snow was brought in 
from the snow-pits constructed for the storage 
of this luxury This light viand was pecu- 
liarly delightful and refreshing at a time when 
we were too exhausted to have an appetite 
for more substantial fare It gave us new 
life and energy, and we were presently able 
to do full justice to the feast of roast mutton 
that was placed before us According to the 
custom of the East we had to eat with oui 
fingers Our trenchers consisted of leavened 
bread. The meat was followed by trays of 
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sweetmeats and Iruit, and at the end of the 
repast we drank sherbet mixed with sno-w 
The law of the Prophet prevented our host 
from offering us any of the wine made in the 
neighbouring eountiy of Kafiristan. Do- 
nelly, however, managed to buy some skins of 
It from the villagers, and when we tasted it 
on the following day we found it most agree- 
able. Before we ’^etired to rest, the weariness 
was washed out of our feet and limbs vuth 
warm water in which bran and sweet herbs 
were mixed Similar kindness was shown 
to the princess by the ladies of the mullah’s 
family in another cave, which constituted the 
women’s portion of the mullah’s subterranean 
dwelling 

Next mornmg the good old man was up 
betimes to see us off He gave us his blessing, 
which I for my part did not scorn to take 
from a Mahometan whose virtues might put 
many a Christian priest to shame. He also 
gave us postins, or sheepskin coats, to protect 
us against the cold winds of the snowy regmns, 
into which we had now to ascend. It was 
most difficult to induce the mullah to accept 
any recompense for all the kindness he had 
shown us 
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“ My disciples,” he f^aid, “ are very good 
to me, and whatevei I want they give me ” 

“ But we, too,” argued the princess, “ are 
also thv disciples, and we shall be dishonoured 
if we make no offering to thy shrine ” 

So saying she pressed him to accept at 
least a half of the rubies we had taken from 
the turban of the Mogul cavalier near Cabul 
After much parleying, and with great reluc- 
tance, he at last consented to take one ruby, 
and the princess selected foi him the largest 
of the lot 

While this polite alt ei cation was going on, 
I noticed a tall man in the dress of a dervish, 
who seemed to survey the scene with much 
inteiest. To judge from his wooden bowl, 
his stajff of peace, the number of bead rosaries 
round his .neck, and the holy JECoran suspended 
therefrom with cords of hair, he appeared to 
be a very holy man When the mullah at 
last accepted the ruby, this dervish made me 
a low obeisance, and asked if he might be 
permitted to accompany us, for he too was 
bound to Balkh I willingly gave him the per- 
mission he desired, and he made his prepaia- 
tions for the journey with great haste, and 
joined our company. 



CROSSING THE HINDU KUSH 

All lioul oi two dlterwarcls, as i locle beside 
the camel of the princess to lei^eive her orders, 
she asked me who the dervish was 

“ I saw him,"’ she said, “ with his eyes 
fixed on the rubies when we showed them to 
the mullah The greedy gleam of his eyes, 
as he looked at them, did not seem to agree 
with his holy garb ” 

I replied that I knew nothing about him, 
except that he was a traveller like ourselves, 
and needed our protection 

'‘Fioin his accent 1 should put him down 
as a Persian,” she said, “ and except for his 
Koran, losary, and staff of peace, he looks 
more like a sturdy robber than a man of God ” 

“Surely you wrong the poor man'” I re- 
plied “My lady is not wont to be suspicious 
without cause See how fiiendly he is with 
youi four countrymen, who left the Moguls 
and joined us ” 

She would not, however, give up her sus- 
picions 

“He is very likely inciting them' to rebel- 
lion,” she said “ At any late he has seen me 
m charge of these priceless rubies, and, if he 
wants to steal them, he wnll come in the night 
to take them from me. How can I ever 
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enjoy a moment’ calm bleep with such a 
thought in my head^ Here, take them and 
keep them yourself” 

So saying, she handed me the bag of rubies, 
which I tied round my neck with a string 
As I did so, the dervish happened to look 
round, 

“I do believe that man has eyes in the 
back of his head,” she said, and very quick 
ears He heard what we were saying, and 
looked round m tune to see me handing the 
bag to you So you had better look after 
them well, and wear them next your heait ” 

“ Whatever my lady gives me,” I replied, 
“ she may be sure that I will place next inj’ 
heart But it is vain to ask me to fear an 
unwarlike priest.” 

“Very well,” she said “Keep your own 
opinion and I will keep mine But please 
return me my bow that I lent to Duncan 
yesterday, and ask the Balkh troopers if any 
of them can make me some arrows I might, 
as we travel, have an opportunity of showing 
my skill as an archer,” 

“ Surely my lady would not have the heart 
to harm a deer or a pigeon '2” 

“Perhaps not,” she replied “But in good 
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sooth, if I saw a ieopaid preparing to spring 
on a deei, or a hawk about to swoop on a 
pigeon, I ivould bend my bow on the leopard 
or the hawk At any rate I alw^ays like to 
have my bow and arrows by my side.” 

From the above conversation it will be 
plain that the princess and I were now on 
friendly terms It could not well be other- 
wise We were constantly thrown togethei 
by our common danger In all difficulties I 
asked her advice, and her cleverness and 
knowledge of the country and the people were 
invaluable. IsTor did I feel overwhelmed by 
the consciousness of inferiority of birth. If 
she was a princess of Balkh, the chiefs of our 
clan claimed descent from twenty -five genera- 
tions of ancient kings of Scotland, and bore 
the proud motto' “’S Fioghail mo Dhream”, 
which means, as I explained to her, “My 
People are Royal ” 

The Balkh troopers were delighted to be 
able to do a service for their princess. At 
our next halting-place they made her a dozen 
arrows, which, wdth her bow, she deposited in 
her cajawa, so that they might be ready for 
use if occasion required. 

Day by day we proceeded on our journey 
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iiorthwaids^ rising liigliei and higher to colder 
a.nd vet colder regions And not only I a.nd 
my followers, but also the Princess of Balkb, 
rejoiced to see the snow The moie snow we 
saw around us, the moie we were reminded ot 
oui own cold northern home, and the safer 
the princess felt from the power of Aiiiangzehe 
Deeply did we appreciate the forethought of 
the old mullah, wliose shagg^ jwsUns pre- 
vented us from shivering in the icy breezes 
The dervish conducted himself in the most 
exemplary manner, saying his prayers regu- 
larly at the hours prescribed by the Prophet, 
and seeing that the Balkh troopers, the mule- 
teers, and the camel-driver did likewise He 
knew the country well, and often rode by my 
side, and called my attention to all that was 
worth seeing On the fourth day after leav- 
ing Oabul we crossed the pass of Hajeeguk, 
thiice as high as the top of Ben Nevis On 
the following moinmg we went thiough the 
still more elevated pass of Kaloo, where the 
frozen snow was strong enough to support us 
and our horses, although it was not ftii from 
midsummer. 
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THE mOLb OF BAMEEAN 

rpHENCE we descended towards Bameean 
X through a valley above which beetled 
tremendous precipices that seemed ready to 
topple over and fall on oui heads As we 
passed along, the dervish pointed out the 
post-houses that had been constructed by an 
ancient king of Persia, whose dominions had 
extended thus far to the east At the end of 
the valley we reached the town of Bameean, 
most of the inhabitants of which live in caves 
hollowed in the sides of the hills. 

Here we made our mid-day rest. As soon 
as we had taken our usual frugal meal of falo- 
deh and mulberry bread, washed down with 
the wine ot Kafiristan, the dervish whispered 
to me that, if I would accompany him, he 
would show me the greatest wonder of the 
country, the great idols of Lat and Munat, 
which have the honour of being mentioned in 
the Koran I started up immediately to go, 
for in a foreign land one should never be pre- 
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vented by laziness from seeing all that is to 
be seen. When the prmcess heaid what I was 
going to do, she tried to dissuade me, 

“ Surely,” she said, we have had enough 
toil climbing up these terrible mountain- 
passes Why should we go out of our way to 
clamber over dangerous rocks and see idols 
that were constructed by devils to ensnare the 
souls of men '2” 

When, however, she could not deter me, 
with what looked like a woman’s inconsis- 
tency she declared that she and her attendant 
lady would come too 

I invited Donelly also to accompany us, 
as I had noticed him for the past day or two 
taking every opportunity that presented itself 
of havmg a talk with Ayesha, the attendant 
of the princess 

So the five of us started in company, the 
prmcess taking with her the bow and arrows 
which were her constant companions, although 
I had never yet seen her shoot a shaft from 
the string I was soon, however, to learn 
that her bow was more than an idle play- 
thing. 

After a walk of about a mile over very 
rocky ground we arrived at the foot of the 
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hill on which the idols were sculptured . 
There stood the monstrous figures, one male 
and one female The male idol was over a 
hundred feet in height, about half the height 
of the hill that contained it The female idol 
was about half as high Both of them had 
been much mutilated by the Mahometans, 
who abominate all kinds of idolatry Cannon 
had been employed to break their legs, the 
four hands had been broken off, and the faces 
were disfigured From where we stood we 
could dimly see coloured pictures ornamentmg 
the interior of the niche round the heads of 
the images 

“ You can easily climb up the hill,” said the 
dervish, “ and from a projection of the rock 
see the beauty of these pictures close at hand, 
if yoiu honoui cares to see such devilish 
workmanship and does not fear the steep 
ascent/' 

Much to the annoyance of the princess, my 
curiosity impelled me to go on. 

“ If 37'ou must go,” she said in a whisper to 
me, “ don’t leave that evil-eyed dervish with 
us. Take him away with you, and leave 
Douelly to protect us.” 

So the dervish and I started up the hill, 
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he leading the way Betoie we leached the 
height of the head of the bigger idol, he 
showed signs of weariness and dropped be- 
hind, saying in a grumbling tone 

“ Your honour’s muscles must be made of 
iron How can men of ordinary flesh and 
blood like myself keep pace with you'^” 

“My part of Fiangistan,” I replied, “is 
femous for its great mountains, and from 
childhood we are accustomed to climb the 
steepest crags ” 

I was vain of the compliment paid me, and 
pressed on all the more quicklj^ to the coign 
of vantage fiom which the coloured pictures 
were to be seen They weie paintings of the 
bust of a woman surrounded by a halo. The 
extraordinary thing about them was the fresh- 
ness and vividness of the colouring. Owing 
to the fact that they were sheltered from the 
weather they were as blight and distinct as 
if they had been newly painted 

I was loused from my absorption in the 
pictures before me by a sharp cry of pain and 
a tmkling noise close behind me. Turning 
quickly round I saw a long, naked knife lying 
on the rock and. the dervish running away to 
the summit of the hill with an arrow sticking 
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in his forearm 1 started in pursuit, but soon 
found that after all he was a far better moun- 
taineer than I It was impossible to over- 
take him, and I presently gave up the hope- 
less chase and retraced my steps to the foot 
of the hill. 

The princess met me in a state of great 
agitation 

“ As soon as you left us,” she cried, “ I 
reproached myself for telling you to take that 
evil hypocrite with you I would have called 
you to come back, but you are so obstinate m 
going your own way So I placed an arrow 
on my bow-string and wauched you keenly as 
you went up the hill together My fear for 
you was increased when you let him go behind 
you Never again, sir, let an Afghan or a 
Persian (I am sure he is a Persian) walk be- 
hind you unless you have a coat of mail on 
your back At last, when you were gazing 
at the pictures, I saw him unsheathe his long 
knife and raise his hand to stab you behmd 
Then my arrow flew My eye is not so 
sure as it once was I aimed at his heart 
and only struck his arm. But never mind, 
my aim was straight enough to save youi 
life ” 
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I knelt down and kissed the fan hand that 
had shot the arrow so truly 

She drew it away, exclaiming “Ah’ do 
not kiss my hand It is a bloody hand If 
I had only shot straighter,” she added with 
a shudder, “ the arrow would have pierced the 
traitor’s heart, and I should have been a man- 
slaying virago. Would you or anyone have 
ever spoken to me, or looked at me again, if 
I had had a man’s death on my soul 

I replied that any man or woman might 
justly be proud of having rid the world of 
such a vile villain as the pietended dervish 
“Nay, but you must think me unwomanly,” 
she said “ The women of India and Fran- 
gistan do not shed the blood of their enemies.” 

To comfort her I told her the story of Black 
Agnes of Dunbar, and how not a few gentle 
ladies, as I had often heard sung in ballads, 
had gone in the disguise of pages to Palestine 
with the knights whom they loved, and fought 
by their side in battle, and saved them from 
the hostile steel at the sacrifice of their own 
lives 

“ Ah, well,” she said, “ that is worse than 
anything I could do! I would rather die 
than go masquerading in man’s attire After 
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allj it IS well even for women to be able to use 
the bow and arrow, and it seems that 1 can 
shoot better than the archers of Tamerlane 
For in the pages of the historian, Sherif o 
Dm, I femembei reading that none of his 
aicheis could hit the head of that high idol 
Perhaps even historians do not always tell the 
truth ” 

While the princess and I were talking thus, 
her lady was reproaching Donelly foi not 
bringing his musket with him 

"‘Next time,” she said, “we come to see 
ruins bring your fire - weapon with you, 
and don’t leave the duty of protecting your 
master’s life to us ladies ” 

Donelly at first hung his head, but pre- 
sently turned round with a sly look and 
said 

“To us ladies, indeed ’ I should not like 
to trust to you for defence against anything 
as big or as strong as a black beetle.” 

This was an unkind reference to an inci- 
dent that had happened the day befoie, 
when Ayesha had been valiantly defended 
by Donelly against the approach of the in- 
sect mentioned Women are much the same 
all over the world, and though I know well 
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that my lady would have boldly faced a lion 
or a tiger in defence of anyone she loved, I 
am not sure that she could always calmly 
endure the approach of a mouse 

We presently returned to our encampment, 
where we found our friends had become rathei 
anxious on account of the length of oui 
absence I told them of the attempt on my 
life, and how marvellously it had been frus- 
trated by the princess 
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DEaCENT TO BALKH 

A fter leaving Bameean we had still two 
Ingh passes to go through the pass 
of Aki'obat and, last of all, that of Kara 
KotaL When we had crossed these we had 
all the snowy range of the Hindu Kush 
behind us, and gradually descended to the 
plain, following the course of the River 
Khulm We were now entering a new coun- 
try, in which the majority of the inhabitants 
were Usbegs. They wore high peaked fur 
caps, black postins, wide baggy trousers reach- 
ing to the knee, and short black boots Like 
the natives of Northern India, they twisted 
bandages round the calves of their legs to 
give support to the muscles during long 
marches. 

My princess rejoiced to find herself once 

more among her own countrymen, and began 

to give me lessons in the language they spoke. 

I too felt as if I were leturning to my native 
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land wken I saw the hawthorn and the 
sweet-brier growing on the banks of the 
River Khulm Their fragrance brought back 
to mind a full tide of recollection of the 
Scotch braes on which I had been bred, and 
even the rank hemlock appeared beautiful 
in my eyes as a memento of the dales of 
Dunstaffnage, m which I had last seen its 
clusters of white flowers. 

By the middle of June we reached the city 
of Balkb without encountering any further 
adventures worth chronicling As we ap- 
proached the capital the princess, out of de- 
ference to the customs of the East, adopted 
a more distant manner towards me, and I 
was debarred from enjoying as much of her 
society as formerly For although the 
Usbegs and the people of Central Asia 
generally allow their women far more liberty 
than is tolerated m India, they do not per- 
mit such freedom of intercourse between the 
sexes as is customary in Europe But while 
thus withdrawing herself into seclusion, she 
graciously assured me again and again that 
she owed to me not only restoration to 
her native land, but also life, for she could 
never have lived long as a captive in India 
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Then she gave me a priceless ruby ring to 
replace the one I had bartered at Cabul when 
I had no other means of purchasing what 
was necessary to provide for her escape. In 
response to my earnest prayer she allowed 
me to cut off a tiny lock of her auburn 
tresses, which I shall wear next my heart 
till death, yea, and after death. I gave in 
return my only jewel, the Cairngorm brooch 
that fastened my Highland plaid, and that 
henceforward often shone like a great yellow 
star on the bosom of my noble princess. I 
also at the same time restored to her keeping 
the bag of rubies that had so nearly cost me 
my life. 

“ And remember,” she said to me, “ what- 
ever may happen, never believe that I have 
forgotten your loyal service, as I will always 
firmly believe in your truth and loyalty, even 
though an angel from heaven should tell me 
the contrary ” 

I faithfully promised never to doubt her 
goodness. But I had not yet distinctly 
spoken to her of love — that is, never with 
my tongue, for my eyes had doubtless 
spoken of love as plainly as eye can speak 
I might never have such an opportunity 
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again. So I summoned up all my couiage, 
and, with my heart beating tumultuously, 
said: 

“ May I never aspiie to a nearer and dearer 
place in my lady’s heart Is it impossible 
that, if not now, yet at some future time, 
my lady may give me her love"'' Can she 
not even now give me hope'*^” 

My lady made no reply to my impassioned 
appeal, but, bending over a posy of wild 
flowers that I had gathered for her on the 
way, took out gravely from the bunch a rose- 
bud and handed it to me 

Soon afbei this we entered the city of 
Balkh 

We had reached our destination after a 
long, toilsome, and perilous journey. But in 
my mind satisfaction at the accomplishment 
of a difficult undertakmg was almost over- 
whelmed by feelings of sadness and regret. 
There would be for me no more delightful 
communion with my lady under the open sky 
among the most beautiful and sublime scenes 
of nature If we had had difficulties and 
dangers to overcome, the keen mountain 
breezes inspired us with strength and courage 
to encountei them, and even to enjoy the 
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struggle. It was a joy and a pride to me to 
watch over my lady’s safety night and day, 
and equally a joy that on two occasions I 
owed my life to her watchful care. Then 
there was the glad feeling of confidence in 
my four comrades, who proved themselves all 
the way from Cabul to Balkh true as steel, 
vigilant as dogs, and brave as lions. Diffi- 
culties and dangers encountered under such 
conditions only gave an additional zest to the 
joy of living. 

We entered the city of Balkh, called on 
account of its antiquity the Mother of Cities, 
in the middle of June All the well- watered 
plain round the walls was yellow with ripe 
corn, but the countrymen did not know 
whether they would be allowed to gather in 
the harvest, for they were always expecting 
the approach of the invading armies. The 
walls of the city made a circuit of twenty 
miles. It was a great city, but not quite 
so great as might be supposed from the ex- 
tent of the walls, which included large 
spaces of ground occupied by gardens All 
the buildings were made of sun-dried bricks 
They were of great size, but neither the 
mosques, palaces, nor caravanserais could 
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rival in beauty those that we had seen 
two months before in the capital of Shah 
Jehan. 

One of our Mogul troopers had been sent 
on in advance to announce the coming of the 
princess She was met at the gate by a body 
of cavalry surrounding a litter with curtains 
of blue silk richly embroidered In this she 
was conveyed to the palace, where she was 
received by her mother, the daughter of the 
Khan of Samarcand We also w^ere treated 
with much respect Instead of being allowed 
to take refuge in the public caravanserai, we 
were guided to a large empty house, which 
was being rapidly prepared for our leception, 
and there at last we had rest after our long 
journey 

After we had partaken of the refreshment 
liberally provided for us, I received a formal 
visit from the lord who had control of the 
household of the queen dowager He gave 
me the latest news of the progress of the 
war as far as it was known in the city of 
Balkh Nazir Khan’s head -quarters were at 
Kunduz, about half-way between Balkh and 
Faizabad, but it was not expected that he 
would long maintain his position there The 
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forcete he had been able to rally round bis 
standard were far too weak to give battle to 
the army of Aurangzebe, which was steadily 
advancing and crushing all attempts at resist- 
ance A large portion of the Usbeg nation 
held aloof from the struggle, as they disputed 
the validity of Nazir Khan’s right to the 
throne, and believed, or affected to believe, 
that Aurangzebe was supporting the cause of 
Zohia, their rightful queen. The position of 
the Usbegs of Balkh was rendered still worse 
by the fact that their kinsmen in the north, 
the Usbegs of Samarcand, were collecting their 
forces with the professed object of assisting 
the mvadeis, who had originally been invited 
to the north by the Khan of Samarcand to 
protect him against the hostility of the Khan 
of Balkh Altogether the fortune of the 
Usbegs, weakened by mternal strife and 
threatened by a powerful enemy, was at a 
very low ebb The return of the princess 
to Balkh did not seem calculated to restore 
unity to the national counsels Eather, there 
was a serious danger that, now that she was 
restored to them, her supporters would make 
open war against Nazir Khan. My informant 
concluded by telling me that a council, which 
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I was invited to attend, was to be held at the 
palace on the moirow to deliberate on the 
best course to be adopted at this great crisis 
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THE GREAT COUNCIL OF WAR 

A ccordingly, on the following day I re- 
paired at noon to the great durbar-room 
of the palace, where all the notables of Balkh, 
who were prevented by age or disinclination 
from fighting under Nazir Khan’s standard, 
were assembled m council In the centre 
stood empty the great white marble throne, 
on which, according to tradition, Cyrus, or 
Kai Kaoos, as they called him, had sat twenty- 
two centuries before. The more impetuous 
of the adherents of the princess had wished 
her to assert her claim to the sovereignty 
by sitting therein, but the older and wiser 
members of her party thought the proposal 
premature So the throne was allowed to 
remain empty for the present. 

The debate commenced in a quiet and 
orderly manner. Various plans of campaign 
were proposed and discussed. No one ven- 
tured to recommend submission to the Moguls, 
but there seemed to be a general feelina in 
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the assembly that the struggle was hopeless 
Then a fiery young Usbeg noble got up and 
declared that there was no hope of success 
as long as they were commanded by Nazir 
Khan, a leader w^hose repeated failures showed 
clearly that he was hateful to heaven, be- 
cause he had usuiped a thioiie to which he 
had no right Far brighter, he said, had been 
their hope of victory when they fought under 
the banner of their true king, the gallant 
father of Zohra Let them now rally round 
the throne of the princess, hurl Nazir Khan 
from the throne he had usurped, and they 
would soon drive the Moguls out of the 
country His words were received with shouts 
of applause by many of the nobles present 
Then an old mullah started up and called 
the adherents of the princess no better than 
unbelievers. How, he asked, could they ven- 
ture to think of placing the princess on the 
throne, though the holy Prophet, on whose 
name be praise, had distinctly declared that 
“ the people that makes a woman its ruler 
will not find salvation”. The tide of angry 
passion rose higher and higher Swords weie 
half - drawn from their scabbards, and the 
opponents would soon have passed from words 
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of violent abuse to blows, had not a tall khan 
with a commanding voice called upon the 
assembly to be silent, for he had a proposal 
to make which might be worth hearing The 
noisy wranglers replaced their swords m their 
scabbaids, and stood silent to hear what he 
had to say 

“ Nobles of Balkh,” he began, “ you have 
spoken much, and, as it seems to me, to little 
purpose We have an overpoweimg enemy 
almost at our gates, and none of us can devise 
any plan which offers much hope of successful 
resistance When our own counsel has failed, 
let us see whether we cannot get better coun- 
sel from foreigners. We have in our midst 
five strangers from a distant land They are 
Feimghis, and all Fermghis^ are very cunning 
Could any of us have done what these five 
Feringhis have done^ Could we, like them, 
have taken the princess out of the Bala 
Hissar, out of a city swarming wnth Mogul 
troops, and brought her safely through the 
Hindu Kush, diiving back discomfited the 
-troops that were sent to recapture her"^ Truly 
we know by this, if we did not know it befoie, 
that the Feringhis are clever as devils, and I 

^ Feringhis = Fm opeans. 
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myself believe that they have command over 
powerful spirits, which work their will. Also, 
it is well known that they aie as avaricious as 
they are cunning They will do anything for 
gold and precious stones Let us, then, offer 
them rich jewels and gold if they will exert 
their cunning and supernatural power to save 
our nation m the hour of danger It is better 
that they should have our wealth than that 
it should be swept into the coffers of Shah 
Jehan.” 

All eyes were now turned upon me as the 
leader of the band of strangers from whom 
salvation might be looked for. I asked 
whether I might be permitted to address the 
assembly, and, permission being granted, I 
spoke as follows — 

“ Nobles of Balkh, we are neither magicians 
nor greedy of wealth It was not by magical 
power but by force of arms and good fortune 
that we brought the princess from Cabul to 
Balkh, through a land in possession of hostile 
troops, and through the snowy passes of the 
Hindu Kush. Noi did we do this for love of 
money, but, like good knights, to succoui a 
distressed piincess who was wrongfully kept 
in duiance by a powerful and cruel enemy. 
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Nor am I without hopes that, if you put youi 
trust in us, we may do greater deeds than 
this, and help you to drive the proud prince 
Aurangzebe back to India. For know, nobles 
of Balkh, that we too are natives of a moun- 
tainous northern country like youis, and that 
for many centuries we have been warred upon 
by a southern kingdom, richer and more popu- 
lous and more powerful than our little king- 
dom of Scotland Again and again have the 
mighty kings of England crossed our borders 
and ravaged our land far and wide with fire 
and sword, even as Aurangzebe has ravaged 
your land Again and again have their armies 
been forced to retire disgraced and discom- 
fited, although we could not do battle with 
them on equal terms, just as you cannot 
muster armies large enough to engage m a 
pitched battle with the great army of Aurang- 
zebe. Thus it seems to me that, if you will 
make war against the Moguls as we made 
war against the English, you may hope for 
success Also, I tell you, men of Balkh, 
believe it or not as you like, that I am the 
instrument ordained by fate to free you from 
the tyranny of Aurangzebe In our country 
as in yours we have men gifted by Grod with 

( B 11«> ) B 2 
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insight into the future Long ago one of 
those prophets, who never has been known 
to err, saw a mysterious vision of my future 
destiny. In that vision he plainly saw me 
driving from a cold mountainous country, 
like but unlike Scotland, a great army that 
threatened the liberty of the people. He 
often told me how in his vision there were m 
the retreating army huge animals with tails 
before and behind and with towers on their 
backs, on which sat men with dark faces 
bound in white turbans All this we believed, 
but could not then understand But now 
that I have seen the troops of Aurangzebe 
and his war elephants, methmks that I better 
comprehend the vision, and that it is the 
Mogul army that I am destined, through the 
help of Providence, to drive southwards like 
chaff before the wind.” 

The meeting listened with silent attention 
to my words, doubtful whether to condemn 
my presumption or to derive encouragement 
from my hopeful words When 1 had con- 
cluded,, a mullah of great authority rose up 
and said 

“ Truly, even in Frangistan there are men 
of God who are inspired by Him to know the 
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future Have ye not all heard the prophecy 
of the holy fakir who has his shrine at Jizak, 
on the banks of the Oxus . — 

‘ Let not Shaibani’s offspring fear 
To face the Indian Mogul’s spear, 

When Balkh herself has fallen low, 

A warrior from north-western snow, 

White as the snow-drift shall appear. 

And break the Mogul’s conquering spear, 

And o’er your snowy mountains spread 
The corpses of his tombless dead’. 

Look on the pale face of the stiange warrior 
Is it not white as the snow-drift, and are not 
we Usbegs the offspring of Shaibani, to whom 
the prophecy was addressed long ago, when 
that great warrior foiled again and again the 
might of Babar, the ancestor of this Aurang- 
zebe who now oppresses us Surely there 
now stands before us the saviour of our 
country, who the fakir foretold would arise 
in the hour of our need If you reject the 
help he proffers, on your own heads be the 
ruin of your country and your racel” 

This decided most of the waverers Al- 
though Balkh had not yet fallen, the prediction 
of the fakir of Jizak confirmed the vision 
of the Highland bard, and almost all the 
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Usbegs piesent now believed that I should 
somehow lead them to victory, and drive the 
invaders back to Cabul and India. It was 
therefore determined to give me a high com- 
mand and to follow my advice in the conduct 
of the campaign 

I now obtained permission to address the 
meeting a second time “ We have,” I said, 
“ in our country proverbs that say that union 
is strength, and that God helps those who 
help themselves Aurangzebe and his generals 
would have laughed with joy had they seen 
you, as you were a few minutes ago, ready 
to fly at each other’s throats. How can you 
expect to resist successfully the armies of the 
Great Mogul if you cannot agree among your- 
selves'^ Was it not the disagreement between 
the Khan of Samarcand and the Khan of 
Balkh that first encouraged Shah Jehan to 
send his sons to mvade your country? And 
IS not the success of Aurangzebe due to your 
factions and quarrels as to who should ascend 
the throne, on which, if these quariels con= 
tinue, no Usbe'g will ever sit again ^ Let me 
tell you a story of my own country Our 
army was once drawn out to meet the English 
foe, but our nobles, as often happened, were 
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quairelling among themselves msteacl of de- 
vising in concert the best means to defeat the 
enemy Then arose Lord Swmton, an old 
warrior, who not only showed the others the 
order of battle by which victory would be 
won, but also implored them to cease their 
fatal dissensions at least until the enemy was 
defeated Most of them disregarded his advice 
But there was a young warrior there whose 
father Lord Swmton had slam This young 
warrior was so moved by his -words that he 
asked the slayer of his father to do him the 
honour of conferring knighthood upon him in 
spite of the blood feud that existed between 
them. If the noble example of these two 
patriots had been followed, my countrymen 
would have won the day. But the other 
nobles persisted in their quarrels. There was 
neither harmony in their counsels, nor common 
action on the battle-field The result was a 
disastrous defeat I ask you now, nobles of 
Balkli, to follow the better course that Lord 
Swmton in vain urged upon his countrymen. 
Some of you are for the princess, others for 
Nazir Khan Solemnly swear before God on 
the sacred Koran to forget your factions until 
Auiangzebe has been driven back to Cabul, 
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and then settle the succession of the throne 
according to the laws and customs of youi 
nation. If you will not do this, it is vain 
to contend against the Moguls, and I must 
crave leave to return with my followers to 
my own country, and leave you to slavery 
and ruin.” 

My words were greeted with universal ap- 
proval The leading members of the two 
opposing factions agreed to forget their hos- 
tility for the present and arranged to meet 
m the mosque, whore they would solemnly 
swear to devote all their energies to the 
defeat of the common enemy, until the land 
was freed from the presence of the Moguls. 

It was also resolved to send an embassy to 
the Khan of Samarcand, who ruled over the 
Usbegs to the north of the Oxus, beseeching 
him to send help to his distressed brethren 
in Balkh instead of aiding the Moguls, and 
pointing out to him that, if the Usbegs did 
not offer a united front to the enemy. Shall 
Jehan would enslave all the Usbegs and be 
crowned Emperor of Asia on the throne of 
his ancestor Tamerlane at Samarcand, just 
as his grandfather Akbar had become master 
of Cashmir by taking advantage of the dis- 
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sensions of those who should have united to 
defend their country 

I was then asked to disclose the plan of 
campaign that I recommended This, how- 
ever, I refused to do before such a large 
assembly, m case it should be overheaid by 
hostile ears and reported to Aurangzebe It 
would be more fitting to consider the details 
of the campaign at a council composed of 
the leaders who weie to hold the chief com- 
mand 
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ABDULLAH KHAN 

N ext day Abdullah Khan returned to 
Balkh with five thousand men and news 
from the seat of the war Pie was, next to 
Nazir Khan, the most powerful of the Usbeg 
nobles, and favoured the cause of the princess. 
He readily accepted, however, the arrange- 
ment that had been made to give up internal 
faction as long as the enemy remained in the 
country The news he brought was that 
Aurangzebe was advancing steadily north- 
wards, and that Nazir Khan had moved east- 
w^ards from Kunduz with the main body of the 
Usbeg army to defend Eaizabad and the ruby 
mines. He had sent Abdullah Khan to Balkh 
in case the enemy should attack that city. 

It was immediately resolved that Abdullah 
Khan should be invested with the command 
of all the available Usbeg forces that had not 
moved eastwards under the banner of Nazir 
Khan, and that I should be attached to his 
head-quarters, so that I might be able to give 
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such suggestions as I might think fit for the 
successful carrying on of the war. 

In the evening Abdullah Khan invited me 
to a repast at his house. As might have been 
inferred from the stoutness of his person, he 
was something of a hon vtvant, and the feast 
he provided was sumptuous and well prepared 
Pilaos,^ curries, and stews of various kinds, and 
kabobs^ of chicken and goose were brought in, 
and, to crown the banquet, a young lamb 
flavoured with the juice of a bitter orange. 
Then followed trays of sweetmeats and the 
fine apricots for which Balkh is famous. The 
whole was washed down with draughts of 
sherbet mixed with snow The feast was all 
the more agreeable to both of us as we had 
for a long time previously tasted nothing 
better than the rough and irregular meals 
that fall to the lot of the traveller and the 
campaigner Abdullah Khan, besides pro- 
viding this banquet for me at his own house, 
sent an abundant supply of piovisions for the 
refreshment of my followers From his good- 
nature and hospitality I had eveiy reason to 
congratulate myself on the prospect of liav- 


^Filao = meat cooked with nee, raisins, and spices 
^ Kabobs — small pieces of meat roasted on skewers 
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mg jb-im as the genera] of that portion of the 
Usbeg army to which I was attached Also 
from his conversation during the meal I 
formed a high opinion of his shrewdness and 
knowledge of the art of war 

While we were seated at the repast we 
confined ourselves to general remarks on mili- 
tary questions After we had eaten and 
drunk our fill, he took me to a retired corner 
on the top of the house, wheie we could dis- 
cuss the military situation without fear of 
being overheard He was very far from 
taking a favourable view of the position of 
affairs 

“ Now that Aurangzebe,” he said, “ has got 
his army through the Hindu Kush he has 
the game in his own hands. Although an 
Usbeg, man for man, is stronger and biaver 
than a Mogul from India, one Usbeg cannot 
be supposed to be a match for four Moguls, 
and the odds in numbers against us are at 
least four to one We have no hope of de- 
feating them in a pitched battle, and, if we 
take refuge in our walled cities, Aurangzebe 
has powerful artillery with which to batter 
down our walls So it seems that we must 
bend to the tempest for the present, and take 
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at some futuie time a moie favourable oppoi- 
tunity of rebelling, when Aurangzebe has with- 
drawn to India wuth the bulk of his gieat 
army Such appears to me to be the situation 
of affairs, but, if you have any counsel to 
offer by which we may war against the in- 
vaders with any hope of success, disclose it 
to me now, and be assured that Abdullah 
Khan will gladly follow it, without even 
asking whether it proceed from heaven above 
or horn the suggestion of the devil ” 

From his concluding words it was evident 
that the old warrior, like so many of his 
countrymen, regarded all Europeans as power- 
ful magicians. 

“With much that you have said,” I replied, 
“ I entirely agree You cannot expect to 
muster a large enough army to fight a pitched 
battle against Aurangzebe with any hope of 
success. Yet, if you will listen to me, you 
may, without the help of the devil, drive 
him back to the land whence he came My 
counsel, in a few words, is this. Smee you 
cannot fight a pitched battle with his main 
army in the plain, attack the enemy not m 
the plain but in the mountains, not by day 
but by night, and do not fight his mam body 
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m the front, but attack the flank of his long 
line of communications, by which his pro- 
visions and reinforcements come from Cabui. 
The Usbegs, confining themselves to night 
attacks on the mountains, will gain every ad- 
vantage from their knowledge of the country 
and from then agility as mountaineers, and, 
if we can cut off the supplies of our enemies, 
their numbers, instead of making them strong, 
will be a source of weakness The fact that 
this plan of warfare has not been follow^ed by 
you heretofore will make it all the more effi- 
cacious when it is once begun. No attack 
having been made on the enemy in the 
mountains since they emerged into the nor- 
thern plains, no danger is apprehended except 
m the front, where Auiangzebe commands 
with his chief generals around him This 
false feeling of security will weaken the whole 
line of communications, so that a bold attack 
IS almost certain to be successful ” 

Abdullah Khan saw at once the force of 
what I urged As far as Mahometan gravity 
would permit, he expressed in his countenance 
the joy he felt at the prospect of victory that 
my plan afforded. 

A few days after the banquet alarming 
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news came to Balkh. Auranozebe, havincf 
driven back Nazir Khan’s forces, was an- 
nounced to be marchmg rapidly upon the 
capital. It did not suit our plan of campaign 
to have ourselves shut up within the walls 
of the city, so, with Abdullah Khan and all 
the men fit to bear arms then in the city, 
we retired westward to Akoha. The princess 
also accompanied us m our flight, but she 
remained in strict seclusion with her mother, 
and I had no opportunity of seeing her. Thus 
Balkh was left undefended, and Aurangzebe 
planted the Mogul standard, a lion couchant 
shading part of the body of the sun, in triumph 
on the citadel His advance, however, favoured 
our projects, as it lendered the Mogul line 
of communication longer and therefore more 
difficult to defend Also, the fall of Balkh 
greatly encouraged the spirits of the TJsbegs, 
as the prophecy of the fakir of Jizak inti- 
mated that Balkh would be captured before 
the white-faced stranger would overthrow the 
Moguls. The partial fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy made them confident m its entire 
truth 

The fall of Balkh decided the wavering 
mind of the I^han of Samarcand to listen to 
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given of our intentions, the various points of 
attack were not to be reached until the night 
on which the Moguls were to be surprised 
Therefore, as my point of attack was the one 
farthest to the south, I had to advance with 
my foice as speedily as possible, while the 
leaders of the other four divisions advanced 
more slowly at rates of speed proportionate 
to the distances they had to traverse Ab- 
dullah Khan followed last of all in command 
of the reserve 
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THE RAVINE OF MATHAR 

T he pass of Mathar, at which, it was 
arranged that my division should attack 
the enemy, was about eight days’ journey 
from Balkh by forced marches My troopers 
carried with them provisions that v'-ould not 
much impede the rapidity of their move- 
ments Indeed their mulberry bread and fat 
sheep-tails preserved m snow were as light as 
the oatmeal and girdles earned by my ances- 
tors, when, under Douglas and Randolph, they 
harried the northern counties of England, and 
gave young Edward III his first sharp lesson 
in the art of war. For the first five days 
we followed the route which we had already 
traversed on our way to Balkh and which we 
knew to be free from the enemy At Tangi- 
midchi we turned off sharp to the east and 
followed an affluent of the Kunduz until we 
reached the mam stream of that river, which 
we forded about twenty miles above the town 
of Khinian We were now close to the line 
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of Aurangzebe’s march, and to the point at 
which we intended to attack it. On our right 
towered the mountains of the Hindu Kush, 
over which Aurangzebe’s army had come by 
the Bajkak Pass, the road over which rises to 
more than thrice the height of the highest 
mountains in Scotland Slowly, by a tortuous 
and difficult path we wound round the skirts 
of the mountain till, in a sheltered valley, we 
reached a shrine the fakir of which was an 
enthusiastic supporter of the cause of Usbeg 
liberty. In the building round the shrine we 
left our horses, and some ten of the troopers 
to take charge of them, who seemed to have 
suffered more than the rest of us fioni the 
fatigue of our swift and toilsome journey 
This shrine was to be the meeting-place for 
as many of us as returned safe fiom our 
perilous enterprise 

We were now within a mile or two of 
Aurangzebe’s line of march, and had to pro- 
ceed with extreme caution On foot, led by 
our guide, we started at mid-day and climbed 
up the mountain in the direction of the 
Bajkak Pass Just as the sun sank in glory 
behind the snowy summits behind us we 
halted again, for we were now close to the 
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gorge in which we had detei mined a week ago 
that we should, on this very night of July 
10, attack Aurangzebe’s army It was, how- 
ever, first necessary that, ourselves unseen, we 
should see what the enemy were doing 

Accoidingly I advanced with MAVilliam, 
and one of the Usbegs to guide us, straight 
to the cliif overlooking the gorge, while an- 
othei Usbeg, with Donelly, went higher up 
the road to a position that commanded a view 
of the road leading down from the Bajkak 
Pass M'William, the Usbeg, and myself 
moved slowly and cautiously in the rapidly 
fading light It was almost dark when we 
leached the top of the elifi' and, craning oui 
necks over the edge, looked down The pass 
beneath us was silent as the grave No sound 
of the movement of a living thing could be 
heard below, nor was there any light of torch 
or bivouac fire It was all a terrible scene 
of sublime desolation enhanced by the almost 
total darkness Far below’ we could hear the 
muimur of the stream, whose torrent power 
had been engaged for centuries in hollowing 
the chasm On the other side the cliffs were 
so near us that we could see their dark out- 
lines cleaily. The rocks were seamed wuth 
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many a crack, and near our feet theie was 
a great bald scai on the edge of the cliff, 
which showed that recently a great fragment 
had broken off and fallen into the chasm 
below. Other similar masses seemed ready to 
detach themselves and follow its example, so 
that we took heed to our steps, lest our weight 
should turn the balance of some unstable piece 
of rock, and we should be precipitated with it 
to sudden destruction 

The ravine was an ideal place foi such an 
attack as we meditated All that "was wanting 
was the presence of the enemy straggling 
through it, and foi this, as it happened, we 
had not long to wait, for we weie presently 
joined by Donelly and his companion, who 
announced that they had seen the torches of 
a large body of men approaching They could 
not tell how far off they were, but they 
thought that they were very near and would 
soon enter the ravine Our only fear now 
was that they might pitch their camp for the 
night outside So w^e waited, listening to the 
noise of their approach coming neaiei and 
nearer. At last, to oui great satisfaction, we 
saw the light of the first torches entering the 
ravine, and presently the whole body of armed 
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men and animals followed A halt was called, 
tents were pitched, and every preparation was 
made for passing the night m the ravine, the 
high rocky walls of which afforded shelter 
against the cold east wind 

The enemy were now in the trap we had 
set for them. It remained for us to use 
our advantage to the full The hrst point to 
be considered was whether we should attack 
them in the darkness of night or wait for the 
morning light. This was by no means an 
easy question to decide The terror inspired 
by a night attack would be greater. Also the 
enemy weie now entirely off their guard and 
had evidently no apprehension of danger If 
we waited till the morning, they might, by 
treachery or accident, become aware of our 
piesence But on the other hand the weapon 
on which we chiefly relied was the bow and 
ariow, which could not be aimed properly in 
the dark After carefully weighing the con- 
siderations on eithei side I determined to wait 
till the moining To dimmish the likelihood 
of our presence being discovered, I left our 
main body to sleep thiough the night where 
it was, at a distance of about two miles from 
the ravine. I myself, my foster-brothers, 
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M^William, Donelly, and three of our most 
trusty Usbeg followers slept and kept watch 
by turns in a cleft of the rock from which 
we could obseive the movements of the 
enemy. Fortunately for us they suspected 
nothing and rested peacefully, unconscious of 
the fact that to many of them this was the 
last night they had to live thiough 

Two hours before dawn we roused our fol- 
lowers and prepared them for action As 
from the beginning of oui march southwards 
an attack upon this veiy ravine had been con- 
templated, I had at every halt instiucted the 
troopers in the part that they were to take in 
the operations. For greater ease in the dis- 
position of our forces, three divisions of our 
whole force, each consisting of one hundred 
men, had been distinguished from the rest as 
the red, white, and blue companies, and, to 
mark the distinction, they were diiected to tie 
round the hilts of their swords tassels of their 
respective colours. It was further arranged 
that the red company, which consisted of the 
most adventurous men, should cross to the 
other side of the ravine, that the white and 
blue companies should close the two entrances 
into it, the white company on the south, 
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the blue company on the north, and that the 
mam body, consisting of the rest of our force, 
should occupy the clifis on the west oi near 
side of the ravine. Such weie the geneial 
arrangements we had proposed, but of course 
they were not fixed as the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, but were liable to alteration to 
suit the special circumstances that might arise 
There seemed no reason for altering the 
prearranged disposition, which was therefore 
adhered to m the mam. As, however, every- 
thing depended upon the efiect produced by 
the first volley of missiles, and as the cliffs 
on either side afforded far the best vantage 
ground from which this volley could be de- 
livered, the blue and white divisions were 
ordered to take their positions at first on 
the western cliffs. If they had descended to 
eithei the north or the south end of the 
ravine, they would not have been able to 
approach near enough to deliver an effective 
volley without encountering the sentries of 
the enemy The report of Donelly’s gun was 
to be the signal for the commencement of the 
fray M ‘William appeared on the scene with 

a huge pole, which he intended to use as a 
crowbai, so that he might work upon the loose 
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fragments of rock and piecipitate them into 
the gulf below. I wished myself to take the 
post of danger as leader of the red company, 
which was to go to the opposite side of the 
ravine. As my destiny had not yet been ful- 
filled, I could face any peril of death without 
fear of the result In deference, howevei , to the 
wishes of my followers, I consented to remain 
with the larger part of our forces on the west 
side, and sent my two foster-brothers, whom I 
never liked to separate fiom each other, to 
take the lead on the other side 

All these arrangements having been made 
clear, the red division was sent by a circuitous 
route round the south of the ravine, with 
orders to retire on the main body if they hap- 
pened to be discovered by the enemy After 
they had been gone for an hour, and no ill 
tidings had come to us, we concluded that 
they had succeeded m crossing the bed of the 
river and taking up their position on the 
opposite cliffs So we also advanced to oui 
allotted positions, with the white company 
on our right and the blue company on the 
left Thus arranged in order of battle we 
waited eagerly for the first light of dawn, 
which could not now be far off 
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At last it came, pale and gray It was the 
hour at which human nature sinks to its lowest 
ebb of vitality 5 at which the sick are most 
prone to die, and the boldest spirits are most 
depressed i had no reason, hovrevei, to 
expect any want of courage in the bold 
patriots by whom I was surrounded 
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ATTACK IN THE RAVINE 

A S soon as I could distinguish the colours 
- on my tartan plaid, and could see clearly 
the forms of the Moguls in the pass below us, I 
gave the order to Donelly to wake the echoes 
with his fatal musket and begin the work of 
carnage. All the Usbegs, on both sides of the 
ravine, had long been ready with their arrows 
on the bowstring waiting for the signal The 
flash of the gun was followed by the simul- 
taneous discharge of five hundred well-aimed 
arrows Immediately a horrible hubbub of 
imprecations and cries of pain succeeded to 
the silence that had reigned in the ravine a 
moment before. The camp-followers rushed 
wildly to and fro, while the soldiers instinc- 
tively arrayed themselves in troops to meet 
the unseen enemy 

Meantime M‘ William was plying his wooden 
crowbar with might and mam to detach a 
huge mass of lock from the edge of the clifl' 
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In spite of his tiemendous efforts it would not 
move So, giving up the attempt, he raised 
a heavy piece of rock that lay near, and lifting 
it m his two arms to throw it down on the 
foe, ran to the edge of the cliff over the half- 
detached mass he had been vainly trying to 
disengage What his great stiengdh had 
failed to do was effected by his weight and 
the weight of the piece of rock that he carried. 
To niy hoiioi I saw the great mass yield 
under his feet, separate fiom the cliff with an 
ominous crack, and roll into the lavine below. 
As it fell, it struck the cliff and loosened 
other still laiger masses, which all lolled 
down together, dealing widespread devasta- 
tion M'William was hurled to destruction 
with the falling rocks, and thus peiished 
like Samson in the temple of Dagon, destroy- 
ing by the same act himself and a countless 
number of enemies. 

All the while the archers were pouring in 
their volleys of arrows with fatal effect on 
the enemy, who were incapable of retaliating 
It was a fearful massacie, pitiable to look 
upon But when men fight under the stan- 
dard of a cruel tjnant to enslave their neigh- 
bours, they cannot look foi much mercy They 
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must expect to suffer what they would inflict 
on the people of the countiy which they have 
wantonly invaded. It was better that these 
Moguls should die the death of soldiers than 
that they should kill the men and enslave the 
women and childien of the fiee Usbegs. Still 
it IS a teriible thing to sit, looking on in cold 
blood at the destruction of men who have no 
chance of killing you in return. It made me 
feel sick and faint, and I uttered a prayer that 
I might never see such a sight again 

Foi some short time the enemy remained 
passive, helplessly exposed to the deadly shower 
of arrows Presently we made out a man who 
seemed to be the leader. He was mounted on 
a white horse, and pointed with his sword to 
the northern entrance of the ravine as if urg- 
ing a movement in that direction At first 
the mass of his followers were too much over- 
come by alarm to comprehend his orders 
Presently, however, his words and gestures 
were understood, and then the whole crowd of 
men, horses, and mules, instead of making an 
orderly retreat, rushed like a great torrent 
along the narrow gorge, nr their haste tramp- 
ling upon each other and pushing each other 
into the icy cold stream. We could see the 
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leadei on the white horse vainlv trvinp to 

j O 

reduce the disorderly mass to order and dis- 
cijjlme. He seemed to bear a charmed life 
Many an airow was aimed at him, and Donelly 
sent a bullet aftei him from his musket, but 
neither hoise noi man was hit It was not 
long before the ravine was cleared out, and no 
one remained in it but the dying and the dead. 
It M^ould have been impossible for our 
small force, even if we had wished to do so, 
to keep the enemy from emerging from the 
death-trap m which they had been caught 
I therefore now recalled the red company 
from the eastern cliffs, and sent the white 
and blue companies to observe and, as far 
as possible, harass the routed enemy with 
the few arrows they still had in their 
quivers. I myself, with the mam body, met 
the red company on their return, and with 
them entered the scene of death 

My first care was to find the dead body 
of M‘ William. We buried him hastily in 
a cleft of the rock, over which we rolled 
great stones to protect his body from bird 
and beast In the centre of the ravine, 
beside the dead body of a mule that had 
earned it, we found a broken box contain- 
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mg large quantities of gold moliurs and silvei 
lupees bearing the imperial stamp. These 
weie afterwards divided among our men as 
spoils of war. I should have liked to do 
something to relieve the sufferings of the 
wounded, as an atonement for the merciless 
slaughter we had inflicted upon them. But 
our own position was too perilous to admit 
of delay Any moment an overwhelming 
body of the enemy mighr descend upon us 
from the Bajkak Pass and catch us in the 
trap in which we had ensnared our enemies 

Indeed, we had scarcely buried M‘ William 
and collected the coins when the look-out 
men I had posted in the rear came hurrying 
to us with the news that a still largei 
force than the one we had almost destroyed 
was even now coming down from the pass. 
If the leader on the white horse could succeed 
in rallying his followers, we were in danger 
of being caught between two fires, and that 
at a time when the quivers of most of my 
men were empty 

The best course for us, therefore, seemed 
to be to press northwards down the channel 
of the stream, and in concert with the white 
and blue companies prevent the defeated 
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enemy from having any respite m which to 
recover from their alarm and rally round the 
standard of their leader. 

Accordingly we moved in that direction 
and charged the enemy, who were attempt- 
ing to get into order again in the more open 
ground to the north of the ramne. As oui 
charge was supported by an attack made at 
the same time by the white and blue com- 
panies on their left flank, the enemy were 
driven forward about a furlong with con- 
siderable loss Here, for the first time, we 
lost a few of our men 

It was now necessary to secure our retreat 
Tins was not a very easy matter, as we weie 
all on foot and most of oui enemies were 
mounted Fortunately the ground was so 
rough that it was unfavourable for cavalry 
opeiations, and, as soon as we succeeded in 
getting a little way up the skiits of the 
mountains, no horse would be able to follow 
us 

We retreated according to a system we had 
practised beforehand wnth a view to such a 
contingency First the red, white, and blue 
companies retired lapidly up the hill for a 
hundred yards and took up a favourable 
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position for defence. While they were doing 
this, I remained behmd with the mam body 
to cover their retreat. When they were 
established in a strong position, the mam 
body m its turn was to retire quickly and in 
like manner take up another position, about 
a hundred yards behmd the position held by 
the red, white, and blue companies. In this 
way, by alternately retiring and standing on 
the defensive, we should obviate the danger 
of being attacked in the rear 

While we were waiting for the three com- 
panies to establish themselves m their posi- 
tion, Donelly bent down on his knee and 
shot down the foremost of the advancing 
enemy The Mogul commander on the white 
hoise, seeing what had happened, charged 
rapidly at him with the boldest of his 
mounted followers Donelly reloaded quickly 
and fired again. The Mogul was by this 
shot slightly wounded m the shoulder, but, 
rather infuriated than deterred by the pain, 
spurred his horse more violently to the at- 
tack, and was upon Donelly before he had 
time to load again. Donelly for some time 
defended himself against a succession of 
sword-cuts, which he received on the stock 
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of his gun, but at last his fuiious enemy 
succeeded in woundino him on the knee and 

O 

bringing him to the ground 

Then ensued a fierce conflict over the fallen 
body of Donelly, whom the enemy were de- 
termined to carry off as a captive The 
Moguls fought bravely and almost succeeded 
in attaining their object While some crossed 
swords with us, two of them seized the 
unfortunate Donelly by the shoulders and 
actually pulled him several feet down the 
hill Our men, enraged at the sight (for 
Donelly was a favourite with them all), 
made a furious charge, drove back their assail- 
ants, and killed the t'wo men w'ho had laid 
hands on him. Then Duncan and Colin bent 
down, and, interlacing hands and wrists, made 
for him the kind of seat that children at 
their play call a sedan chan On this they 
lifted him, and so, with his arms round their 
necks, he was earned safely and securely up 
the side of the hill When sufficient time 
had been allowed for him to be carried to 
a safe distance, I gave the signal for retreat, 
as a band of troopers from the newly-arrived 
division of the Mogul army was coming up to 
lemfoice our assailants So all our main body 
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suddenly turned and lan as fast as they could 
up the hill The enemy puisued with shouts 
of exultation, which were suddenly checked 
when they found themselves faced by the led, 
white, and blue divisions, arrayed in a strong 
position to oppose then fuither progress 
They were met by a volley of arrows whrch 
lard many of them low By these tactics we 
were able to get out of reach of our pursuers 
with little loss, and finally arriving at the 
appointed rendezvous, mounted oui horses 
and took refuge in the mountains, following 
bridle-paths known only to the natives of 
the country 
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ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE AUEANGZEBE 

A lthough Donelly’s wound was not very 
severe, it was necessary to send him 
back to Balkh in a litter, to rest and have it 
properly attended to. After his departure we 
made other attacks upon Aurangzebe’s line of 
communications, but did not again secure such 
a success as was obtained in the attack that I 
have just described The reason was that, 
similar attempts having been made with more 
or less success upon four other points in the 
line of communications, the enemy were on the 
alert, and it was less possible to catch them 
unawares. They had suffered heavy losses, 
and the moral effect had been still greater 
than the material injury inflicted The Mo- 
guls all along the Ime of communications were 
in a state of alarm, always apprehending sur- 
prises and ambushes To add to their terror 
we fired burning arrows steeped in naphtha 
into their encampments so as to set fire to 
their tents. This practice prevented them 
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fioni being able to enjoy quiet rest at night, 
and it was soon apparent that this distuibance 
oi their sleep did even more to impan the 
courage and resolution of the Mogul soldiers 
than the many skirmishes in which they were 
worsted 

Aurangzebe was quick to recognize the grav- 
ity of the situation He felt compelled to 
weaken the advance-guard of his invading 
army by sending back large bodies of tioops 
to occupy moie stiongly the line of communi- 
cations This encouiaged Nazii Elhan once 
moie to offei battle to a consideiable body of 
the Mogul tioops near Kunduz Of course he 
w'^as defeated, for he deserved the name of 
tineman as well as the Douglas vdio was de- 
feated at Halidon Hill But on this occasion 
he did not retiie fiom the battle-field without 
inflicting on the enemy heavier losses than his 
own forces had suffered Thus the Moguls 
lost heart still moie, and began to be doubtful 
whethei they could even maintain then supe- 
riority in the open held against the Usbegs. 

For the next two or three months there 
were continual skirmishes along the line of 
communications, in which the Usbegs, by their 
knowledge of the country, and then superior 
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poweis of climbing, had almost always the 
advantage These encounteis were, however, 
of too indecisive a character to satisfy me. I 
was full of restlessness and anxiety on account 
of my love for Zohra and the seeming impos- 
sibility of my winning her as a bride, although 
I could not help flattering myself that I had 
won a place in her heart My soul burned with 
ardoui to do some still more impoitant service 
to the Usbeg cause, partly because a great ex- 
ploit m wai might improve my prospects as 
a lover, and partly because my state of mind 
was such that I had an insatiable craving for 
danger and excitement 

In oriental armies everything depends on 
the leaders Again and again it has hap- 
pened in the East that an army on the point 
of winning a great victory has been thrown 
into dismay and suddenly given up the 
struggle in despair owing to the fall of its 
commander This is especially apt to be the 
ease when the leader is not only an able 
general but also a great prince or king On 
these grounds it was plain to me that the 
capture or death of Aurangzebe would be a 
great step towards the successful conclusion of 
the war. If they no longer had Aurangzebe to 
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lead them, his troops would scatter like sheep 
who have no shepherd When I heard, theie- 
fore, that he was going to visit the principal 
posts on the line of communications, I deter- 
mined to look out for a favourable oppoi- 
tunity ho deprive him of his life or liberty. 

The chance came m the middle of August 
We were watching from our station on the 
hills a strong Mogul post encamped in the 
valley beneath, when we saw a small but 
seemingly well-equipped body of troops ap- 
proaching from the north It consisted of 
about two thousand mounted men surround- 
ing a great elephant, the howdah of which 
reflected the sunlight from plates of biightly- 
polished metal We could not, from our 
distant point of observation, make out who 
was seated on the howdah, but knew well that 
it must be a noble of the very highest rank, 
for only such ride to war on elephants Pre- 
sently the new force joined the post beneath 
us, where they were received with acclama- 
tions and jubilant strains of martial music 
As soon as it was dark I sent a spy to find 
out who the newly -arrived noble might be, 
and from him learned that it was no less a 
person than the great Prince Aurangzebe. 
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Heie theti was the oppoitunity loi aaIiicIi I 
had long thirsted Aurangzebe was betoi’e me, 
and I was determined at all risks to try to 
secure his person, or, if need be, kill him 
There was no time to be lost He was em- 
dently making a tour of inspection along the 
line of communications, and would probably 
proceed to the next post on the^ morrow It 
was therefore advisable to act this very night, 
especially as I was mfoimed that he had made 
a long maich and that his soldieis were very 
weary 

The Mogul force was encamped on the open 
plain undefended by any rampait The tent 
of Aurangzebe was pitched m the middle of the 
camp, and was easily distinguished from the 
others by its greater size and magnificence 
My plan was to make a dash at it with 
fifty chosen men while my other followers 
distracted the attention of the Moguls from 
the leal point of danger by feigned attacks 
upon othei parts of the encampment In 
the confusion that was sure to ensue, it might 
he possible to get to Aurangzebc’s tents I 
remembered having read in the chronicles of 
Froissart how the good Lord James of Douglas, 
with two hundred men, broke into the camp of 
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King Edward III near the Abbey of Blanek- 
land, and cut his way to the king’s tent 
through the great English army there assem- 
bled Like that gieat Scottish waiiioi I 
determined to make my attempt at midnight, 
when most of the Moguls would be fast 
asleep 

Myself, my two foster-brothers, and the 
fifty chosen men that were to accompany 
us prepared for the entei prise by dressing 
and arming in such a way that we might 
easily be mistaken for Mogul troopers by 
the dim light of the half- moon that would 
be shining m the sky Thus accoutred we 
burst suddenly into the Mogul camp at mid- 
night, and made straight for the prince’s 
tent in the centre. Immediately all was 
confusion We were a compact, well -aimed 
band of men in the midst of a great crowd 
of soldiers and camp-followers rushing to and 
fro, half-armed and half-dressed The alarm 
was increased by the conflagration of burning 
tents at various points on the outskirts of 
the camp For my men outside were pro- 
vided as usual with arrow's steeped in naphtha, 
by means of which they easily set fire to the 
dry cloth of the tents At the same time 
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they made a hideous dm with then kettle- 
drums and shouted at the tops of their voices 
so vigorously that to the alarmed Moguls it 
appeared that they were surrounded by a 
large army These measures distracted the 
attention of our enemies from us, so that as we 
abstained from hostile acts, we -were supposed 
to be Moguls To encourage this impression 
I shouted out directions to those around me, 
telling them that the camp was attacked 
on the noith and east sides, and that they 
should hurry as fast as they could to the 
threatened points In this manner we were 
able to get close to the prince’s tent without 
encountering any opposition 

The sight that presented itself to us there 
was so impressive that for a moment w^e 
instinctively stood motionless Just in front 
of the entrance of the tent was a man wJio 
judging from his air of command, could be 
no other than Aurangzebe himself His face 
was of a light olive colour, his eyes were 
bright, and his nose was very prominent He 
was quite unarmed, and robed in a white 
dress The only decoration on his person was 
the great emerald he wore on the front of his 
turban. He held m his left hand an ebony 
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walking-stick and in Ins iiglit band a Koran 
As he was a very pious Mahometan, he had 
probably been reading by his midnight lamp 
the book of his Prophet, v.-hen he was disturbed 
by the uproar in the camp Around him stood, 
with their horses by then sides, his great 
nobles in iich lobes and costly armour receiv- 
ing his orders, which he was giving with 
admiiable calmness When he saw my band 
approach, he at hist mistook us foi Moguls and 
reproached us, saying “ AVhat, sirs' Why 
come ye here when the enemy are attacking 
oui camp on all sides'^ If you value youi 
lives, go to — Ha'” he exclaimed, suddenly 
seeing our hostile intentions, as I rode my 
horse straight at him, “we are betrayed' ’ 
On hearing these words his nobles and 
captains vaulted on to their steeds and flung 
themselves gallantly between us and him It 
was one of the proudest moments in my life 
when, with Duncan and Colin, I crossed 
swords with Hindu princes and Mahometan 
nobles, the very flower of Indian chivalry 
For before us stood that great Persian warrior 
and admimstratoi. All Merdan Khan, the 
Rajput Raja Jagat Smgh of Kotah, and his 
brother Jai Smgh, distinguished, by the 
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bright colouis of the turbans i oiled lound 
then helmets, from the four or five Mogul 
nobles who stood shoulder to shoulder with 
them They were, however, too few to offei 
a prolonged lesistance We bioke through 
them and made oui way into the pimce’s 
tent, which we found empty On the floor 
was Auiangzebe’s turban, which he had hastily 
exchanged for a helmet in his flight Colin 
jumped down from his horse and took from 
it the great emeiald, which remains in my 
possession to the present day 

It was a gieat indignity for the 
prince that he should thus be diiven out of 
his tent in the middle of the night. He did 
not, however, lose his courage and presence 
of mind, but made foi his elephant, which 
had been brought foiward by its keepers in 
case he should require it, and quickly mounted 
on the howdah On this lofty position he 
was secure against our attack His followers 
rallied round the elephant in large numbers, 
and it was evident that oui oiigmal intention 
of capturing him must be given up So I 
gave the word to retreat, and we cut our w^ay 
back through the disordered ranks of the 
Moguls, many of whom fell beneath our 
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sworcLs We tlien leoalJed by beat of kettle- 
drum our comrades who were at different 
points round the Mogul camp and retired to 
the mountains The mam object of oui 
attack had failed, and we had gained nothing 
substantial by it except the green emerald 
and other casual plunder seized by my 
followers. We had, however, succeeded in 
striking teiroi into the heaits of the Moguls 
The story was spread all along the line of 
communications, and no doubt exaggerated 
as it went, and the hearts of the Moguls 
sank within them when they heard how their 
mighty prince’s camp had been plundered in 
the night, and he himself had only escaped 
capture by an ignominious flight For me it 
was a memorable day, as it was then that 
for the first time I saw, face to face, the 
man who afterwards made himself famous 
thioughout the world as one of the greatest 
of the Great Moguls. 

In this manner, with continual skirmishes 
m the mountains along the line of communica- 
tions, the war went on until the tints of 
autumn showed themselves on the trees and 
the first snow began to fall Since the 
Usbegs had begun to follow this new plan 
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of waifaie, Auiaiigzebe had made but little 
piogreee in the work of conqueiing the 
country Although he held Balkh and Kun- 
duz, and had captured one or two othei towns, 
he only really held effectual possession of the 
territory on which his aimy encamped and 
of the foits gainsoned by his troops Small 
parties of Moguls could not venture to tra- 
verse the country, exposed as they were to 
the attacks of a hostile population full of 
maitial aidoui and confidence in them leaders 
Faizabad still blocked the way to the coveted 
ruby mines Unless Auiangzebe could gam 
a great victory, there seemed now every 
prospect that his campaign would end m a 
disastrous retieat, a retreat that would be 
the more disastrous the longer it was delayed 
If heavy snow fell and rendered th^ passes 
impassable his whole aimy might be captured 
He therefore made every effort to tempt 
Nazir Khan and Abdullah Khan to engage 
in a great pitched battle, but to these tempta- 
tions the Usbeg leaders refused to succumb. 

All the time, in every mosque throughout 
the country, the mullahs were praying for an 
early and severe winter and heavy snow. Nor 
did the Usbegs trust only to divine aid They 
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have a mysteiious magic- stone, called the gedi- 
stone, by incantations ovei which the soicerers 
are supposed to be able to produce bad weather 
All who had such stones now produced them, 
and jierfoinied what magic iites weie lequired 
to afiect the weather Whether it was the 
piayeis to Allah oi the magic gedi-stone that 
produced the desired result, the weather began 
lapidly to become coldei and colder 
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aurangzebe's eetreat 

W HEN the winter set in, Aurangzebe, having 
failed to bring the decision of the war 
to the arbitrament of a pitched battle, was 
at last compelled to give the order for the 
retreat of his grand army When this resolu- 
tion became known by the withdrawal of 
the Mogul garrisons from Balkh, Kunduz, and 
the other captured towns, the exultation of 
the Usbegs knew no bounds Chiefs and 
tribes who had formerly stood selfishly aloof, 
and taken no part in the war, now joined the 
ranks of the national army The bolder spmts 
were eager to array all the forces of the nation 
between Aurangzebe and Cabul, so as to cut 
off his retreat to the south. The older and 
wiser leaders, on the contrary, urged that 
nothing should be done to prevent him from 
retiring. He had still a powerful and well- 
equipped army, which they had never been 
able to oppose successfully in the open field 
If he were given a chance of fighting a pitched 
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battle, be might win a great victory, over- 
power the Usbeg forces, and once moie be 
in a position to capture Balkh or Faizabad, 
which would afford winter quarters foi his 
victorious army 

The two opposing parties appealed alike to 
me for support My reply was the suggestion 
of a compromise between the conflicting views 
I agreed with the older and more experienced 
leaders that, if we tried absolutely to pi event 
Aurangzebe from leaving the country, we 
might have bittei reason to i epent of our 
temerity At the same time it would be well 
to give him as sharp a lesson as possible, so 
that in future neither he noi any othei empeioi 
of India might dieam of winning gloiy by 
enslaving the hardy mountaineeis of the north 
I theiefore recommended that we should make 
no serious attack upon the retreating aimy 
until it had commenced the ascent of the 
mountains of the Hindu Kush, and that even 
then we should assail the Moguls on the rear 
and on the flanks rather than inspire them with 
the valour of despair by occupying the passes 
on the south between them and Cabul When 
attacked in this way, they would know that 
their retreat was left open, and would fight 
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With, the possibility of flight always invit- 
ing them to seek their safety by running 
away 

As Aurangzebe retreated, Nazir Khan hung 
upon his rear, and my troop and the othei 
forces under Abdullah Khan continually assailed 
his right flank. We did not, however, always 
have it our own way. When Nazir Kh an 
ventured too near the retreating army, Aurang- 
zebe would every now and then turn fiercely 
upon him and drive back his vanguard. On 
one of these occasions Nazir Khan kept up his 
reputation as a “ tineman ’’ by losing over a 
thousand of his troops We, too, on the flank 
of the Mogul army were exposed to many 
counter-attacks But we did not suffer much 

i 

loss from them,' as, when hard pressed, we 
could geneially ei^cape without much difficulty 
by our knowledge of the mountain paths and 
by leliance on the suie feet of the mountain 
ponies we rode 

At the place m which it was determined to 
offer battle to Auiangzebe’s mam army his 
route passed by a rather narrow path between 
a lake on the left and a steep mountain on 
the right, which was to be occupied in force 
by Abdullah Khan’s division of the Usbeg 
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army Nazir Khan, as usual, was to opeiate 
upon the Moguls’ rear. 

The battle began at daybreak on a bitterly 
cold day towards the end of November. The 
Moguls, using half-benumbed fiom then pallets 
round the bivouac fires, were infoimed of the 
prosimity of their enemies by great stones 
that came bounding into then midst fiom the 
mountain on the right of their line of advance 
Hastily they arrayed themselves in order of 
battle, while many of the non-combatants, 
with the beasts of burden, fled m disorder 
towards the south, trusting to the regular 
army behind them to save them from attack 
Their trust, howevei, was ill-founded Ab- 
dullah Khan had posted a laige body of 
Usbegs to attack the enemy if they began to 
retreat southwards These found an easy prey 
m the loaded mules, many of which, with their 
precious burdens of provisions and tent equi- 
page, they earned off to the mountaiiis 

In the meantime the mam body of the 
Moguls was drawn out in imposing ariav, with 
more than a hundred elephants standing like 
great towers on their front, or rather on their 
two fronts, for they had to face Abdullah 
Khan on the west, and Nazir Khan, who 
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threatened their leai from the north Foi 
some time there was a dreadful pause before 
the stoim of battle burst The Moguls were 
not disposed to attack us in our strong posi- 
tion, and the Usbegs on their side were dis- 
mayed by the superior numbers and serried 
ranks of the Mogul army, and above all by 
the huge elephants 

For myself, I was not quite so much appalled 
by the huge beasts as my companions-in-arms 
were When studying Latin as a boy under 
the guidance of my tutor, Mr. Williams, I had 
read a good deal about the battles that the 
Eomans fought against the Caithagmians and 
Pyrrhus, king of Epiius, and I had taken 
more intelligent mteiest m the warlike tactics 
employed than in the beauties of the language 
and literature that my good tutor tried to 
impress upon me One fact had especially 
struck me with regard to the record of the 
battles ill which elephants were employed, 
namely, that those great beasts, when once 
they were infuriated, weie as likely to do 
haim to their friends as to their foes 

But there they stood before us as tranquil 
and unmoved as stoic philosophers. The 
question was how they could be enraged. 
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Their fronts weie so well protected by armour 
that it was not easy to wound them with 
arrows in spite of the large targets they pre- 
sented to the aim Suddenly I remembered 
the lighted arrows, dipped in naphtha, that 
we had so often used in our night attacks to 
fire the tents of the enemy The howdahs on 
the elephants’ backs were made of wood, and 
could easily be set on fire 1 did not delay 
long in carrying my idea into execution A 
volley of burning arrows was soon dischaiged 
from all oui line at the howdahs of the ele- 
phants, many of which caught fire, and could 
not be extinguished. Othei arrows managed 
to find their way through chinks in their 
defensive armour to the elephants’ eyes, 
breasts, and legs Immediately most of the 
great beasts broke free from all control, and, 
trumpeting loudly, rushed furiously up and 
down the field of battle As I had antici- 
pated, they did far less haini to us than to 
the Moguls We could get out of their way 
by retiring to the rougher ground behind us 
The Moguls, crowded in thick array in a 
narrow space, could not easily escape being 
trodden under the elephants’ feet Their well- 
oi'deied ranks were soon reduced to a pitiable 
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state of confusion, and we weie then able to 
attack them with the confidence of victors 
and to inflict upon them heavy loss. 

There was, however, one elephant which did 
not join in the general stampede This was 
the elephant that had the proud distmction of 
bearing Pi nice Aurangzebe in its silver-plated 
howdah Whether because it was better 
trained than the others, or because the silver 
plating, with which the wood of the howdah 
was completely covered, prevented the burning 
arrows from sticking, it stood its ground 
motionless as a statue, and when the other 
elephants eventually bioke away from the 
battle-field up the path to the south, it became 
a rallying -point for the disordered Moguls* 
All the time the prince remained imperturbably 
calm amid the confusion, now givmg his orders 
in a clear ringing voice, and now shooting an 
arrow with his own hand The sight of the 
calmness of their leader restored courage to 
the Moguls, who rearranged themselves in 
companies, the strongest being that round the 
prince’s elephant As a consequence of this 
our attacks were successfully repulsed, and 
many of the Usbegs who had ventured too 
fai into the hostile lanks were cut off. 
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Such was very nearly my fate 1 \vas 
riding, as usual, Shaitan, the gieat black horse 
which I had won in the fight by the river 
He had proved a splendid charger, but he 
was a true war-horse and shared with human 
warriois the joy and the excitement of battle 
On this occasion, in a charge upon the Mogul 
ranks, he bore me fai in advance of my fol- 
lowers The foremost line of the Moguls 
made way for him rathei than stand the shock 
of a ehargei that was far heavier than their 
own horses Thus I found myself deeply em- 
bedded m a mass of Mogul troopers, among 
whom I was dangerously conspicuous by the 
size and colour of my horse, and by the fact 
that I was taller and in every way biggei than 
they In the confusion I had to defend my- 
self against four or five assailants at once. 
The unequal combat would soon have been 
over if black Shaitan had not joined in the 
fi:ay, biting the men and horses m front of him 
and kicking out behind with all the strength 
of his mighty legs Then suddenly he turned 
round and by his weight and strength broke 
out of the crowd back to my followers, who 
were still vainly trying to cut then way in 
to release me from my perilous position 
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Among the troopb of the Mogul army there 
was one body of horsemen distinguished from 
the rest of the army by different armour, dres*, 
features, and standards They were, in fact, 
not Mahometans, but Hindu Rajputs who had 
joined 111 the invasion as tributaries of the 
Great Mogul The Rajput rajas and their 
followers had always been famous for their 
courage and their loyal devotion to the im- 
perial throne Those who weie present on 
this day of battle did not fall below their high 
reputation As soon as they recovered from the 
confusion caused by the infuriated elephants, 
their leader, the young Raja Jag at Singh of 
Kotah, placed himself at their head and charged 
straight against the middle of Nazir Elhan’s 
line. 

The Usbegs recoiled two or three spear 
lengths before the impetuous fury of the 
charge The Rajputs, encouraged by their 
success, pressed qn and would have driven 
Nazir Khan’s whole force out of the field, if 
they had only been well seconded by the 
Moguls But the Moguls were at this time so 
fully engaged in defending themselves against 
our attack that they did not venture to take 
part in an offensive movement. Seeing the 

(Eii6) e 
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danger to which. Nazir Khan’s force was ex- 
posed, I asked and received permission from 
Abdullah Khan to move with my five hundred 
and take the Kajputs in the rear 

The Rajputs were now assailed before and 
behind, and cut off from the main body of 
Aurangzebe’s army They fought with the 
courage of a wild boar attacked on all sides 
by hunting dogs, and facing now one and now 
another of his assailants. In the desperate 
struggle many of them fell, but, until their 
swords and lances were blunted and broken, 
I must admit that they killed more of us than 
we killed of them I myself for a few short 
moments had the honour of crossing swords 
with Jagat Singh. Our encounter, however, 
led to no decisive result, for our followers closed 
in on either side and the single combat was 
soon lost in the general m^lde. For the time 
I lost sight of Jagat Singh, and pressed hard 
on another Rajput chief, who stood in my 
path After the exchange of some thrusts 
and parries I had managed to cut him down, 
when I myself received a wound on my sword 
arm that made me drop my weapon Turning 
round I saw that my new assailant was again 
Jagat Singh, whose next blow would have 
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ended my life, for I was now unable to 
defend myself. But the uplifted sword never 
fell on my defenceless head At the critical 
moment Colin, who as usual was watching 
over my safety as a mother watches her child, 
struck on the Rajput’s crest a blow that felled 
him to the ground 

The wound I had rec^ved prevented me 
from takmg any further part m the battle 
During the rest of the fighting I was only 
a spectator. I saw how the devoted Rajputs 
tenderly picked up the body of their fallen 
prince, and, forming into a compact mass round 
him and their still unconquered standard, 
broke away from their perilous position 
through the gap between Nazir Khan’s force 
and my five hundred They presently joined 
their main army, but they had left half their 
number dead behind them Then the whole 
army of Aurangzebe slowly withdrew south- 
wards in the serried order which they had 
adopted when they recovered from the con- 
fusion due to the raging elephants. The Us- 
begs found that they could now make little 
impression by their attacks, and being ex- 
hausted by their great exertions in the long 
struggle against superior numbers, allowed 
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the enemy to retire unmolested for the 
present 

Indeed there was little moie fighting in 
the war The snows of winter had begun 
unusually early, and it was extremely doubt- 
ful whethei any of the Mogul aimy would 
get through the passes of the Hindu Kush 
and arrive at Cabul Heiicefoiward the 
campaign against Auiangzebe might safely be 
left to the powers of nature, which needed 
no assistance from such comparatively weak 
weapons as the sword and the spear The 
Moguls struggled on southwards, suffering 
terribly from the intense cold and want of 
food, and often losing their way in the snows 
whicli obliteiated all the landmaiks. Their 
heavy losses could be computed in the follow- 
ing summer by the heaps of bones that were 
found scattered over the mountains It was 
only a very small fraction of his grand army 
that at last, half -starved and fiost - bitten, 
straggled aftei Auraiigzebe into Cabul, in very 
different plight from that in w^hich it had 
marched proudly out in the hope of achieving 
victory and concpiest. 
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RETURN TO BALKH 

W HILE the Moguls were fighting their 
way through the snow to Cabul, we 
returned in triumph to Balkh The cold 
weather did not prevent us from enjoying to 
the full the festivities that were arranged to 
celebrate our defeat of the invadeis There 
were wrestling matches, and archery contests, 
and feats of horsemanship Great banquets 
were given to the soldieis, and poems were 
composed in honoui of oui victory The 
poets showed the direction that popular favour 
took by celebrating Abdullah Khan and his 
white allies and ignoring Nazir Khan. There 
were even some verses recited that spoke of 
a marriage union between the princess and 
the Fermghi, whom fortune had sent to save 
the Usbegs from slavery. 

The beautiful Zohra herself appeared m 
public with her ladies, and bestowed iich 
robes of honour on Abdullah Khan, on myself 

191 



192 


THE PRINCESS OF BALKH 


and my foster- brethren, and on the Usbeg 
captains that had most distinguished them- 
selves in the war 

Nazir Khan went through the festivities 
with a gloomy countenance that ill accorded 
with the joy of all around him. His bearing 
made him still more unpopular, and on ac- 
count of his ill -success in war he became 
generally known as Bebahrah Yet the 
question of the succession to the throne had 
still to be decided, and he had many power- 
ful adherents, especially among the orthodox 
mullahs, who declared that the Koran was 
entirely opposed to the sovereign power being 
entrusted to a woman. In the East the usual 
mode of deciding conflicting claims to a 
throne is civil war, and for civil war Nazir 
Khan prepared. Finding that in Balkh popu- 
lar feeling was strongly opposed to his pre 
tensions, he retired to Kunduz and there 
raised his standard. Few adherents joined 
him. The Usbegs, like most Mahometans, 
were firm believers m good and bad fortune, 
and shrank from enrolling themselves among 
the followers of a leader, who had been uni- 

^ Bebahrah = without a share, unfortunate The term is nearly 
eqiuvalent to the Scottish '‘‘Tmeman’’ 
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forniuy unsuccessful, to fight against a princess 
supported by one who seemed to be the 
favourite of fortune, and whom they believed 
to be aided by supernatural powers His 
small following soon melted away, and he 
gave up the struggle without venturing 
to fight a battle for the crown he coveted. 
It was commonly reported that he had 
crossed the border and taken refuge in 
Persia 

Nazir Khan having thus retired, there was 
nothing to prevent Zohra from being en- 
throned as sovereign of the Usbegs The 
people were all in her favour, and the soldiers 
of the victorious army were almost unanimous 
in then devotion to her cause A consider- 
able party, including what remained of the 
five hundred that had fought under my com- 
mand, were so attached to me that they 
thought I deserved to be made commander- 
in-chief, or even to become the husband of the 
queen They freely expressed their views, and 
were ready to do battle with those who refused 
to accept me as the king appointed by destiny. 
One part of the prophecy of the Fennghi 
seer, they urged, had been confirmed first by 
the similar prediction of their own Prophet 
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and afterwards by the rum of the Mogul 
army. It might, therefore, be expected that 
the other part of the prophecy would be ful- 
filled by my marrying among the snows of 
Balkh the princess whom I had rescued from 
captivity, and whose nation I had saved from 
the yoke of the southern invaders 

Such being the state of popular opinion, I 
determined not to lose by diffidence or hesita- 
tion the golden opportunity offered by fortune 
of gaming as my bride the noblest lady that 
ever claimed the chnalious homage of man 
The veises of my great leader, Montrose, came 
to mj'' mind’— 

“ He eithei fears his fate too much, 

Oi his deserts are small, 

Who dares not put it to Lhe touch 
To gam or lose it all ” 


I had certainly so fai had ver}?^ good leason to 
trust in my fortune, and I was not going to 
lose without an effort the great prize that 
she seemed to offei me So I asked the 
princess to grant me the lionoui of an inter- 
view 

At the hour appointed 1 went to her 
mother’s house with the consciousness that 
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the happiness of the rest of my life depended 
on the result of our interview. Attended by 
the faithful Ayesha, my dear lady sat waiting 
for me in the reception-room, looking more 
beautiful than ever in her indoor dress, and 
with her cheek flushed by the glow of the 
great fire blazing on the hearth. 

She first asked tenderly after my wound, 
reproaching herself that I had been hurt m 
her service. 

“ See,” she said, “ I have embroidered a 
scarf to support your poor w’-ounded arm.” 

With that she called Ayesha, who brought 
a scarf of silk ornamented with flowers m 
needlework They took off the leather sling 
with which my arm had been hitherto sup- 
ported, and substituted in its place the silken 
scarf that my lady’s own fair fingers had em- 
broidered for me 

A strange feeling of diffidence now over- 
came me I had come to the interview with 
a feeling of confidence in my fortune, resolved 
boldly to ask Zohra to be my bride, and re- 
peating to myself the lines of Montrose that 
encouraged me to trust m my destiny But 
now the line that stood out most clearly in 
my consciousness was that which suggested 
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an alternative leasoii foi not putting it to the 
touch — 

“He eithei leais his fate too much, 

Oi his deseits are small, 

Who (lai es not put it to the touch 
To gam or lose it all ” 

And what, I thought, aie my deseits that I 
should claim as a biide one who is not only 
a pimcess, but whose beauty would make her 
fit to be the biide oi the greatest king or 
empeioi As these thoughts flashed through 
my mind, far more rapidly than I can record 
them, I became tongue-tied foi a time, and, 
when I recoveied to some extent my power of 
speech, could only mutter indistinctly woids 
expressive of my sense oi my uttei unworthi- 
ness 

“ 1 came,” 1 said, “ inspired by love with 
the audacity to ask you whethei you could 
return my love But as soon as 1 look on 
youi peeiless beauty, my presumption dies 
aw’ay like snow before the midsummer sun 
Love you I must till the end of my life, but I 
cannot any longer abide in youi presence to see 
you the bride of anothei Now that my swoid 
has helped you to recovei the throne that is youi 
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lieieditaiy light and youi due, 1 leave Baikii 
for ever and go to seek a soldier s death in some 
other land, and the sooner it comes tlie better ’ 

So saying. I knelt down to kiss hei hand, 
and then moved sIowIa* and sadlv towaids the 
door Stiange to say, Zohra seemed to have 
lost the power of speech foi the time, as I had 
done a few moments befoie She sat silent as 
a marble statue gazing into the fire, whose 
flames no longer gave a glow of coloui to her 
pale, pale cheek 

Perhaps I might have gone away and never 
seen my dear lad}' again, had not Ayesha come 
forwaid and placed herself between me and 
the door for which I was making 

“ Shame upon you'” she said. “ Is a gentle 
lady more foimidable than all the Moguls you 
have slain"?” 

“ Why should I stay,” I replied, when I 
have no hope to cheer me'?” 

■“■Ilope' ' she exclaimed. ‘What did the 
Lady Zohra give you when you last asked her 
for hope 

“ She gave me a rosebud, the withered petals 
of which are now encased in a locket of gold, 
and it was then that I cut off a lock of her 
beautiful auburn hair.” 
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“ And have you no language of flowers in 
the West'^” she asked. “Do you not know 
what a rose is the symbol of^” 

“The rose to me has heretofore been a 
hostile sign The rose of England has ever 
been opposed to the thistle of my native land ” 
“Then know,” she said, “O thou that art 
but an infant in such matters, that in the 
poetry of the East the rose is the symbol of 
love And if the full-blown rose signifies love, 
must I tell you what should be the meaning 
of the rosebud Do ladies in your country 
give rosebuds and locks of their hair to those 
whom they do not love‘s” 

A flood of rapture overspread my soul, 
almost robbing me of my senses. My eyes 
were suddenly opened and I cried out : “If 
the full-blown rose signifies complete love, the 
rosebud must mean the dawn of love and the 
hope of perfect love ” Then turning to my 
lady I stretched out my hands to her and 
said “ Can this be true, or am I in a dream? Is 
it possible that my lady should return the 
love of a rough soldier such as I am '2” 

Then she turned to me, and a rosy flush 
overspread her soft cheeks as she pointed to 
the sling round my arm, on which was em- 
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broidered a full-blown io«e with auch mai- 
vellous skill that nature seemed to be mocked 
by the delicate workmanship of her cunning 
needle 

I had now no reason to doubt my good- 
fortune. The symbol of the full-blowm rose 
showed me that my lady’s heart was wholly 
mine, and it would be my own fault now if I 
ever lost the precious possession 

“And now,'’ I said “that we are bound to 
each other by mutual affection, I must seal 
our love according to the custom of vour 
level’s country by a kiss.” I suited the action 
to the word, and again the rich flush overspread 
her lieauteous face 

Ayesha now retired to a discreet distance, 
and we talked together of love and happiness, 
as lovers do, in words that weie sweet to our- 
selves but could not interest the outside 
world My lady was ready, if I wished that 
she should do so, to leave hei native land at 
once, and to follow me to my own country or 
wherever else I wished to go 

“ Love,” she said, “ is better than wealth 
and power Let us go to some quiet retreat 
where we can be happy together, and free from 
the envy of Nazir Khan and all the greedy 
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and ambitious world But iii}" inotiier ^ (Shame 
on me, if my new-born happiness should make 
me forget my duty to hei*” 

I assured her that her duty not only to her 
mother, but also to her people, required her to 
stay m Balkh, and that I would stand by her 
side to support and defend her Heaven 
knows that it was not ambition or desire of 
kingly power that moved me I only thought 
of the good name and happiness of my lad}% 
knowing well that she could not be happy, 
if she were in a moment of weakness to forget 
her duty and avoid the responsibilities of the 
crown to which she had been called by 
providence 

Zohra and I were now affianced bride and 
bridegroom, and, as such, were allowed by the 
custom of the country to meet frequently If, 
as was doubtless the case, there were many 
who disapproved of their princess marrying 
a foreigner and a Christian, their muimurs of 
disapproval were unheard and unheeded by 
us Abdullah Khan, the most powerful noble 
in the land, was so devoted to the piincess 
that hex will was law to him, and, in spite of 
my being m their eyes an infidel, I was still 
a fa-smurite with the army and the populace 
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Oil .accoUTit of the part 1 had plaj^ed in tiie 
war of independence Thus without any 
apprehensions of danger, we happily jiassed 
the time that was to elapse before our maiiiage 
and Zohra’s coronation, two events which weie 
arranged to take place on the same day Only 
sometimes our happiness seemed too perfect 
foi this world, and we vaguely feared that it 
would not be permanent 
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AT THE TOMB OF AHMAD 

O N the eve of the great day that was to 
complete our happiness, as I was busied 
with preparations foi the double event, a 
note was slipped into my hand by a man who, 
before I had time to lead it, suddenly dis- 
appeared from my sight It was an anony- 
mous letter bidding me come unaccompanied 
to the Tomb of Ahmad, on the outskirts of 
the city, at the hour of sunset, if 1 wished 
to save the princess from imminent d.ingei 
It was already late in the day, and T could 
only reach the place of meeting at the ap- 
pointed time by staitmg at once, so T hastily 
threw my sheepskin coat round my shoulders 
and walked swiftly through the streets, which 
were carpeted with new-fallen snow, towards 
the city wall In my hurried walk I regretted 
that I had come out entirely unarmed But 
after all it did not much matter As my 
right aim was still disabled by the wound 
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inflicted by the sword of Jagat Singh, it 
would be impossible for me to defend myself, 
should I be exposed to a tieacherous attack. 

The tomb was m one of the loneliest parts 
of the northern extremity of the city When 
I arrived there, a man was pacing up and 
down impatiently. His head was muffled up, 
so that at first I could not recognize him. 
As soon, however, as I was near him, he 
threw aside his disguise and disclosed to view 
the countenance of Nazir Khan A look of 
triumphant malice still fuither disfigured his 
ill-favoured countenance. He wasted no time 
m ceremonious salutations, such as Mahome- 
tans employ even m addressing those whom 
they hate 

“ Dog of an infid eD” he exclaimed in furious 
tones. “ So you thought you would many 
a princess of the race of Shaibani and sit on 
the marble throne of Kai Kaoos, which by 
right belongs to me Did you think that I, 
the descendant of a race of kings, would sub- 
mit to such an msult fiom a homeless wanderer 
driven with disgrace from his own country'^ 
The princess you thought to make your bride 
IS now outside the northern gate of the city, 
in charge of my trusty followers, who wil] 
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convey her to the prison allotted to hei As 
for you, little though you deserve it, you will 
have the honour of dying by my sword ” 

So speaking, he drew his sword and invited 
me to defend myself, w'ell knowing all the 
while that, even if I had had a weapon, my 
wounded arm was powerless to wield it 

Here then I stood at the mercy of an un- 
scrupulous foe, and worse than all, if what he 
said were true, my beloved bride was in his 
power How I cuised myself foi my folly 
in coming out alone m response to a nameless 
invitation^ How terrible was the contrast 
between the anguish that now overcame me 
and the full tide of happiness m which I had 
been borne on towards my wedding-day* In 
spite of my indignation I strove to be calm, 
and succeeded 

“ Surely,” I said, “it is not wi-orthy of the 
descendant of a line of mighty kings to slay 
111 cold blood an enemy w'^ho cannot defend 
himself ” 

“ What mercy may be shown to a -sdle 
infidel that would rule true believers^” he 
replied. “ I will kill you with as little com- 
punction as I would kill a village cur that 
ventured to snarl at me. So let us have no 
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more words, but prepare to receive the blow 
that will send you to perdition ’ 

In humble guise I placed my hands on 
my breast, resigning myself to my fate, and 
thinking sadly of the anguish of soul that 
my beloved was doomed to suffer. Life for 
her would, 1 knew well, be far worse than 
death to me Suddenly a new thought flashed 
across my brain My left hand on my breast 
was nearly in the positron m which it should 
be to deliver a left-handed blow straight from 
the shoulder My tutor, long ago, had taught 
me in boxing to defend wrth my light arm, 
and strike hard with my left The thought 
came to me like an inspiration While I still 
stood in the attitude of a suppliant, and my 
enemy was delaying the death-blow m order 
that he might gloat over his triumph and 
make me suffer longer from the prospect of 
death, I gently, and unobserved, closed my 
fist and drew back my elbow to give greater 
force to my blow Then suddenly I struck 
hard for life, such a blow as I had never de- 
livered before in all my boxing experience. 
Nazir Khan fell on the ground with his jaw 
broken, and such was the force of the colhsion 
between his mouth and my hand that my 
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own knuckles were cut Scarcely liad I felled 
my enemy, wken Colin, Duncan, and Donelly, 
accompanied by four or live of my Usbeg 
regiment, burst upon the scene All at once 
they plied me with questions, which I cut 
short impatiently 

“ That villain,” I said, pointing to my 
piobtrate and speechless foe, ‘‘ said that the 
princess was outside the northern gate of the 
city in charge of his followers We must 
immediately go and see if his words are true 
Every moment is precious ” 

We soon reached the gate and, passing 
through it, saw the marks of about a dozen 
footsteps in the snow. The gate-keeper told 
us that two litters had passed through with 
an escort half an hour before We immediately 
hurried on the track of the footsteps, which, 
in spite of the fading light, were easily dis- 
cernible on the new-fallen snow Before we 
had proceeded more than a mile, the footsteps 
turned aside towards a copse on the right of 
the road Entering the copse, we saw before 
us the two litters, which we recognized im- 
mediately as those of the princess and Ayesha 
As we approached, the sentry gave the alarm, 
and the escort made an attempt at resistance. 



AT THE TOMB OF AHMAD 


2or 


But we soon overpowered them There were 
only SIX or seven of Nazir Elhan’s men; the 
rest were the princess’s own litter-bearers, 
who had been compelled by Nazir Kba.-n and 
his retainers to carry the litters outside the 
city, by threats of instant death if they ven- 
tured to disobey They were delighted at 
the rescue of their mistress, and would have 
joined in the fray, usmg as weapons the poles 
of the litters, if their aid had been required. 

It may be imagined what joy it w-as for my 
lady and me to be reunited again and restored 
to the happiness of which we had been so 
neaily bereft She had received a missive 
much the same as the one delivered to me, 
telling her that my life was in danger, and 
that, if she wished to save it, she must come 
without delay to the northern gate of the 
city When she arrived theie, to her horror 
she found herself in the power of Nazir Khan 
He ordered his followers to take her and 
Ayesha in their litters to the copse m which 
we found them Nazir Khan had then left 
them to keep his tryst with me, saying that 
he would rejoin them m the copse in an hour’s 
time 

I next asked how Cohn, Duncan, and Don- 
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elly had happened to come to the rescue sO' 
opportunely It appeared that Donelly had 
been waiting outside the palace-gate in the 
hope of getting an opportunity of seeing 
Ayesha As the two litters passed him 
Ayesha bent forward to him and said. “ We 
are going to the north ein gate I feai 
treachery Follow us quickly if you evei 
wish me to speak to you again ” 

Donelly was not slow to obey the order 
Fortunately, on the way he fell in with 
Duncan and Colin and one or two men of 
my regiment, all of whom he called upon 
to accompany him Before they reached the 
gate Colin saw, at some distance in front 
a figure leave the load and make for the 
Tomb of Ahmad By my walk, and the way 
in which I used my left hand lathei than 
my light m climbing the wall of the enclosure,, 
he guessed who it Avas and told the otheis 
Though only half-convinced, they followed his 
lead, and all together they jumped over the 
wall and ran to the tomb, arriving just at 
the moment when I had struck Nazir Khan 
to the ground 

In such convemation, and with many mu- 
tual congratulations and thanks, we returned 
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thiough the fading light to our lespective 
places of abode, having been mercifully pre- 
served from the danger which had threatened 
us 



CHAPTER XXV 


sandy’s vision fulfilled 

T he day had now come on which Zohra and 
I were to be married and crowned. Of 
course the marriage ceremony had to be per- 
formed according to the customs and religion 
of the country It could not well be other- 
wise No Christian priest or church was 
to be found m the whole of Central Asia. 
Some of the mullahs murmured that I was 
not a true Mahometan and therefore could not 
marry a Mahometan woman Their murmurs 
were drowned m the voice of popular opinion, 
which maintained that one who had fought 
for the liberty of an oppressed Mahometan 
people must be a Mahometan Besides, as 
seemed right, I conformed to the religion of 
the country, and attended the Mosque in 
Balkh as I would have attended the services 
of Roman Catholic churches in France oi 
Spain Not that I would have prayed in one 
of the idol temples m India But the Ma- 
hometan religion I found was most sternly 
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opposed to all forms of idolatry, and there is 
much in common between the beliefs of Ma- 
hometans and Christians The Mahometans 
worship the same great Grod that we worship, 
and they believe in all the great prophets of 
the Bible. They venerate Jesus Christ as the 
greatest of all who have revealed the will of 
God to man, and call him the Messiah, the 
Word of Truth, and the Word of God Such 
being the case, I lived among the TJsbegs 
without attacking their creed or in any way 
offending or opposing their religious prej udices 
Some have since blamed me severely for my 
conduct Much may be said on both sides; 
but this IS the record of my life, and all I 
have to do is to set down faithfully what I 
really did, and submit my actions to the judg- 
ment of those who are wiser than I am 
Great preparations had been made to cele- 
brate the approaching marriage and coronation 
All the rooms of the palace were spread with 
rich Persian carpets, many of them embroidered 
with gold thread Valuable presents were 
brought in by the Usbeg lords, except the few 
who still adhered to Nazir Khan and refused 
to grace the ceremony with their presence. 
The palace resounded wuth strains of vocal 
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and instrumental music The courtyard was 
full of acrobats and jugglers and masqueraders 
clad in the skins of vatious animals. All 
through the city banquets were given to the 
people Although the law of Mahomet foi- 
bids the drinking of intoxicants, through this 
period of festivity the prohibition was tacitly 
disregarded, and the festive Usbegs gladdened 
theii souls not only with the national drink, 
called Kimmiz, prepared from mares’ milk, but 
also of oxymel, hippocras, brandy, and other 
liquors Undei the exhilarating induence of 
these festivities some of the gravest XJsbeg 
leaders danced, and, when Duncan charmed 
them with the performance of the sword-dance 
and Highland fling, they vainly endeavoured 
to emulate the grace and vigour of his mo\^e- 
ments Colin’s music on the bagpipes also 
gave such gieat delight that he had afterwards 
to teach the art to several Usbeg musicians, 
who will, doubtless, tiansmit the accomplish- 
ment to then descendants Indeed, the music 
of the bagpipes became so popular among the 
Usbegs that I am inclined to think it will be 
heard to the end of time on the mountains 
of Central Asia 

The nuptial knot was tied, as it is in Scot- 



sandy’s vision fulfilled 


21S 


land, not in a church, but in the home of the 
bride’s father. The grand cazi read aloud the 
marriage contract, and asked first Zohra and 
then me whethei we consented to be wife and 
husband according to the terms of the con- 
tract Heie again the Mahometan law re- 
sembled the Scotch, the marriage consisting m 
our mutual consent given before witnesses. 
Then the eazi lifted up his hands and blessed 
us, saying “ O great God. giant that mutual 
love may leign between this couple as it existed 
between Adam and E\e. Abraham and Sarah, 
Joseph and Zuleikha, Moses and Zippoiah, his 
Highness Mahomet and Ayesha, and his High- 
ness Ali and Fatima” We weie now man 
and wife, and received the congratulations of 
those present. 

The next event was Zohra’s coronation, in 
which I, as hei husband, had to take a promi- 
nent pait. We were seated side by side on 
the great white marble throne, which, according 
to tradition, had been the throne of Cyrus. 
Tiaras of gold ornamented with rubies and 
diamonds were placed on oui brows, and, ac- 
cording to the immemorial custom of Central 
Asia, gold and precious stones were showered 
upon our heads. Then all the chief nobles, in 
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token of allegiance, knelt down before us and 
offered us gifts, wbicb we bad to acknowledge 
by presenting tbem with costly robes of 
honour 

And thus in the centre of Asia the vision 
of second-sight seen by Sandy m the High- 
lands of Scotland was fulfilled. 

I must now very briefly relate the public 
and private events of the years during which 
we reigned at Balkh over the tuibulent Us- 
begs. It IS needless to dilate on our domestic 
happiness I had learned the noble character 
of my wife before I married her, and every 
year that passed made me love her more 
Two children were born to us, two strong and 
healthy boys We gave them the names of 
Colm and Duncan, after my foster-brethren, 
who taught them from their earliest child- 
hood to shoot the arrow, and to wield their 
toy swords Ayesha, who soon after our 
marriage was wedded to Donelly, acted as 
their nurse 

At first our rule was not only successful but 
very popular We substituted more humane 
punishments for the cruel ones that had 
generally been resorted to in those legions 
before our time. We tried to establish stiict 
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justice without regard to persons At first t-tns 
made us popular among the common people, 
who appealed to us for protection Sometimes, 
however, poor peasants, who had been defended 
by us against the nobles who oppressed them, 
were secretly punished as soon as they left the 
capital and went back to the country, so that 
they gained little by our intervention m their 
behalf The nobles were irritated at such 
interference with their cherished privilege of 
oppressing the weak, which they considered to 
be their natural right This led to a rebellion, 
which had to be sternly suppressed by the 
help of the nobles who remained staunch to 
our cause But the struggle to maintain our 
authority became year by year harder and 
harder, as the memory of the Mogul invasion 
and the retreat of Aurangzebe became fainter 
in the popular recollection. 

At length one day, a few months after the 
death of her beloved mother, Zohra said to 
me 

“ My dear husband, we have now mam- 
tamed our position for ten years on the throne 
of Balkh "We have tried hard to make our 
people happy and to teach them the value of 
justice and mercy They do not understand 
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US They long to letuiii to the old ways of 
cruelty and oppression, when every man did 
what was right in his own eyes. We cannot 
raise the Usheg to the level of your country- 
men Need we any longer struggle agamst 
the stream, and try to make them happy by 
opposition to then nature and customs '2” 

“ Surely you would not, my dear Zoliia,” 
I replied, “ leeommend that vve^ should keep 
Older by flaying the unruly alive and tiam- 
pling them under the feet of elephants as some 
of your ancestors used to do ” 

“ Oh, well, Ronald,” she said, “ you need 
not talk about my ancestois* They acted 
according to rheii lights, much as your 
countrymen did when they cut off the thumbs 
of captive English aichers No, I do not wish 
to inflict cruel death on oui subjects; but, as 
they are getting more and more discontented, 
let us leave them to their own devices and 
go away to your country. Now that my 
mother is dead, I have no strong tie to bind 
me to my native land. You have suffered 
a long enough exile on my account Let us 
give up our sovereignty, pack up our posses- 
sions, and away to your bonnie Scotland.” 

As she spoke such words, an intense and 
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irresistible longing to see the hills and dales of 
my native land, and to hear once more the 
beloved northern speech, came over me. I 
blessed my dear wife for the kindness that 
prompted her proposal, and determined to 
carry it out as soon as possible Foi homrs 
we talked together of how happy we and the 
children should be in the far-away land of my 
bu'th. 

There was no difficulty in arranging our 
abdication. Indeed, the willingness of the 
Usbegs to get rid of us might have caused us 
some chagrin had we not consoled ourselves 
with the thought that it was due to stupidity 
Nazir Khan, who had never recovered from 
the effects of the blow he had received by the 
tomb of Ahmad, had been dead for some years. 
The next heir to the throne, putting aside 
little Colin and Duncan, was his son, who was 
popular among the nobility, and would pro- 
bably have soon raised a formidable rebellion 
against us if we had not retired of our own 
free will A council of the leading Usbegs 
that we convened at Balkh unanimously 
agreed that, if we left the country, he should 
succeed us Thus with our good will he was 
crowned on the white marble throne of Cyrus 

(B 116 ) 
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as we had. been many years before. It was 
agreed that we should take away with us my 
wife’s large private fortune, which, for con- 
venience of transport, we converted mto 
precious stones We had also still intact, 
with the exception of the luby given to the 
friendly mullah on the Hindu Kush, the gems 
taken from the cavalier who tried to stop us 
and take us back to Cabul If we could take 
all these jewels safe to Europe we should be 
richer than many of the greatest nobles m 
England and Scotland So, having made our 
arrangements, we waited foi the first con- 
venient chance of gomg south that might 
offer itself to us. 



CHAPTER XXVI 


DELHI AGAIN 

A GOOD opportunity of starting on our 
return journey was afforded by a joint 
embassy that tbe Usbegs of Balkb and Samar- 
cand were now sending to Delbi. Aurangzebe 
had defeated or put to death all his brothers, 
and held his father, Shah Jehan, in captivity. 
He had thus become supreme m India, and it 
was considered advisable to cultivate friendly 
relations with him. An embassy was there- 
fore sent to offer him congratulations on his 
succession to the peacock throne, and presents 
of the most valuable products of Tartary. 
We determined to accompany this embassy to 
Delhi, partly for the sake of the protection 
afforded by its escort, and partly because, aSi 
members of an embassy, we should have no 
reason to fear Aurangzebe's resentment for the 
active part we had taken in driving him and 
his troops across the Hindu Kush 

It is hardly possible to leave a country in 
which you have lived for many years without 
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some feelmg of regiet Although the people, 
as a whole, might be accused of ingratitude, 
and had not appreciated oui efforts to better 
their condition, we had many faithful friends, 
especially among the remnants of the five 
hundred who had fought so well by my side 
in the war of liberation Above all, we were 
sorry to bid farewell foi ever to Abdullah 
Khan, who had staunchly suppoited us 
through evil report and good, even when 
he could not quite understand our method 
of government, and thought were foolishly 
merciful He gave us a splendid farewell 
banquet When we left Balkh, he accom- 
panied us for a day’s journey on our south- 
ward route, and burst into tears when the 
time came to bid him a long farewell 

“ Go,” he said to me, “ and may you be 
happy, as you deserve to be And aftei all 
it is best that you should go away, for there 
is no land to live and die in like one's native 
country. But when you are fai away, think 
sometimes of your old friend And thou too, 
Zohia, my daughter — ” But heie his feel- 
ings overcame him and he could say no more. 

“ Never,” I replied, “ shall we forget or 
allow our children to forget the best warrior 
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and most faithful friend we have known in 
Asia ” 

So speaking I turned aside to wipe aw'ay 
the tear that would rise to my eyes It is 
needless to say that Zohra w'as deeph^ moved, 
and the children, seeing her w’eep, wept also, 
until the next interesting object they saw on 
the road diverted their thoughts to mirth 
again 

When we arrived at Delhi, Zohra, by my 
advice, entirely gave up the restrictions laid 
upon women by the custom of the East, As 
the wife of a European she exercised the 
piivileges enjoyed by her sex in the West, 
and appeared freely in public, even more 
than she had been able to do m Balkh Thus 
we were able to visit all the wronderful sights 
of the great city created by Shah Jehan Our 
constant companion was M Bernier, a French 
traveller, who had resided for five years at 
the court of the Great Mogul, and had man- 
aged to keep his head on his shoulders through 
all the dangerous period of the wai of succes- 
sion He was studying India with a view to 
writing an account of the country to enlighten 
European scholars, and we derived much in- 
struction and delight from his rich stores of 
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information, especially when he told us the 
story of the war between Aurangzebe and his 
brothers, and how Aurangzebe had overcome 
them all by his courage, cunning, and freedom 
from all scruples of conscience In his com- 
pany we explored the public and private halls 
of audience m the palace, and the mosque 
called the Pearl Mosque on account of the 
white and gray marble of which it is built 
Then in the city we visited the great Jumma 
Mosque, newly finished by the labours of five 
thousand workmen for six years, and the old 
black mosque, built in the fourteenth century, 
long before the establishment of the Mogul 
dominion Also, as was fit and proper, we 
went to the Chandni Chauk, a fine street 
shaded with rows of trees, in the rich shops 
of which my wife bought many beautiful 
specimens of the Indian jeweller’s work which 
now adorn her boudoir in Ochterlony Castle. 

On the day on which the Usbeg embassy 
was received I once more took my place in 
the splendid private hall of audience, and read- 
over its arches the Persian verses which told 
those present that 

“If on earth be an Eden of bliss. 

It IS this, it 13 this, none but this”. 
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And truly, if bliss can be secured by gold 
and priceless gems, the couplet was true ; 
but methinks there are more perfect Edens 
of bliss to be found on the heathery moors 
of Scotland, the poor inhabitants of which do 
not know what it is to possess gold and 
diamonds. All seemed unchanged, except 
that Aurangzebe sat now on the peacock 
throne in the place of his father, Shah Jehan, 
who was still living in honourable cap- 
tivity in Agra, where he could dady visit 
the beautiful monumental shrine of white 
marble he had erected in honour of his lost 
wife. 

The Usbeg ambassadors were ushered into 
the presence wdth great honour. They were 
clad in their national dress, except that they 
had been compelled to discard their sheep- 
skin coats as intolerably hot in the climate 
of the Indian plains Rough, uncultured, 
simple men they looked in contrast with the 
princes and courtiers, in rich robes ornamented 
with jewels and gold embroidery, by whom they 
were surrounded. But if they were inferior 
in culture and intelligence, they had the 
superior stature and muscles that mark the 
men who have to struggle with snow-storms 
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and climb mountains From their proud 
bearing they seemed to be conscious of this 
themselves. They held their heads high, 
and were unabashed by all the magnificence 
displayed before their eyes As they looked 
calmly around them, and up to the silver- 
plated roof above their heads, I could not 
help thinking that they were wondeimg 
whether they might not themselves, at no 
distant date, sweep down like an avalanche 
from the northern mountains and found a new 
empire in India, as the Moguls, the Afghans, 
the Scythians, and the Aryans had done 
before, and then all the jewels and gold 
of India would be theirs 

The letters they brought were taken from 
them and opened by one of the principal 
nobles, who handed them on to Aurangzebe, 
After he had read them he ordeied the atten- 
dants to present each of the ambassadors with 
a turban and a rich robe of embroidered silk 
Then the ambassadors brought forward such 
of their gifts as could be brought into the 
presence chamber — rubies from the mines of 
Shighnan, lapis lazuli, and specimens of fresh 
fruit and dry fruit, camel-loads of which they 
had brought with them There were also fine 
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horses and camels, which of course could not 
be brought into the reception-room After 
Aurangzebe had conversed with them for 
some time about the beauty and choice pro- 
ductions of their country, of which he himself 
could not have very pleasant memoiies, he 
dismissed them, not wuthout expressing a wish 
that they would often visit him as long as 
they chose to stay m Delhi 

In the evening of the same day we obtained 
permission to visit the palace garden We 
went there accompanied by our two children 
and by Doneily and Ayesha How peaceful 
it all seemed now, and how different was 
our quiet retrospective conversation from the 
passionate vows I had there offered to my 
lady eleven years befoie' I showed her the 
little postern gate by which I had entered, 
and made her stand again on the very spot on 
which she had first burst upon my sight in 
all her beauty As we talked lovingly upon 
the past, absorbed m ourselves and forgetful 
of all around us, a harsh voice broke in upon 
our conversation: 

‘ ‘ And hae ye forgotten the auld gairdener 
that was fule eneuch to iisk his craig that 
ye micht hae a blink o’ yer bonnie princess'^” 

(B116) H2 
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It was Maxwell who stood before us His 
face was more wrinkled than before, and the 
gray of his beard had turned to white; but it 
was the same kindly face, with its kindliness 
only half-concealed under a mask of cynicism, 
the face that I remembered so well as that of 
the man to whom I owed more than to any 
other man m the world 

“Oh, Mr. Maxwell,” exclaimed Zohra, “and 
is that you^ I used often to ask you for 
your beautiful flowers, and you never refused 
me I have only one little thing to ask you 
now, and that is that you will come away 
with us to bonnie Scotland ” (for so my dear 
lady had learned to call the land of her adop- 
tion which was only known to her in imagina- 
tion), “ and, if you still like to work among 
flowers, we will give you a fine large garden 
to look after.” 

“ Aweel, young leddy,” he replied, “ I 
never cud hae the heart to refuse ocht ye 
asked me for, and I’m thinking ye’ll need an 
ill-faur’d and ill-tempered auld carle to keep 
thae laddies frae tramplin’ on yer flooer-beds 
Jist look at thae young callants pum’ the 
emperor’s best roses as if they were gowans 
on the brae Come awa’ oot o’ that, ye wee 
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imps, or 111 ca’ in the police and hae ye 
lock’d up in the black hole.” 

At first the boys were rather frightened 
by his angry voice; but they were soon re- 
assured when he himself culled for them and 
their mother posies of the choicest flowers that 
the beautiful garden produced. 

“ Ay,” he went on, “ 111 gang back wi’ ye 
to bonnie Scotland. Thae flooers are gey 
bonnie, but it wad be gran’ to see the purple 
heather bloomin’ again. I’m thinkin’ by 
this they’ll hae forgotten aboot that tuilzie 
lang syne whan I cracked the skull o’ the 
son o’ the laird o’ Auchinleck. Forbye, they 
mebbe never heard o’ it in your part o’ the 
country So 111 gang wi’ ye to your side 
o’ Scotland and ca’ mysel’ by anither name, 
and keep a calm sough, and naebody will 
be ony the wiser ” 

“ And what,” I asked, knowmg the interest 
Shah Jehan had taken in the gardens, and the 
high regard m which he had held his Scotch 
gardener, “ will Aurangzebe and his gardens 
do without you?” 

“Him!” he exclaimed scornfully. “He’ll 
hae sma’ sorrow at our parting This lang- 
nebbit ane’s no like the auld ane He’s a’ 
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skin and banes and has nae mair heart than 
a deil. He disna care for flooers or ither 
bonnie things. A’ he cares for is power and 
the book o’ the Piophet Whan I gang awa’, 
he’ll jist say that theie’s aiie less unbeliever 
111 Delhi, and he’ll be gey pleased to keep the 
money he gies me as wages in his ain pooch ” 

I could not help remarking that Aurang- 
zebe had shown some magnanimity in allowing 
us to pass m peace through his dominions after 
all we had done to foil his plans of conquest. 

‘ ‘ He would sune cut your heids aff, or clap 
you in prison and there give you eveiy morn- 
ing a cup of the poust, if he thocht ye wad 
gie him ony mair trouble. Dae ye ken what 
the poust is'^ It’s poppy infused in watei, and 
it mak’s ye weaker m mind and body day by 
day until you die a puir feckless fule That’s 
what he’s given to mony of his cousms and 
nevoys for fear they micht ae day try and 
wun the throne. He disna spare folk because 
he lo’es them, or kill them because he hates 
them I’m thinking he neither lo’es nor 
hates onybody. So he disna care for revenge. 
He’ll get nae guid and avoid nae danger by 
killing you, as you are ganging awa’ to a far 
country If he thocht ye ever meant to return 
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to Balkh and raise the Usbegs to fecht against 
him, my certes ye w*ud gey sune be put oot 
o’ the way o’ daeing him ony harm.” 

Maxwell was quite right. Aurangzebe made 
no objection to his departure, and, a few days 
later, he joined our caravan when it started for 
Surat. 

We reached that city without misadventure, 
though not without apprehension of being 
attacked on the way by the marauding bands 
of the Maratha chieftain Sivaji, who nor long 
before our arrival had plundered Surat for 
three days and carried away from it great 
store of gold, silver, pearls, and silken cloth. 
The English merchants, however, had escaped 
plunder by getting the help of the sailors from 
the ships, and gallantly defending their houses. 
The head of the English factory told me the 
whole story of Sivaji’s attack on the city, how 
he cruelly cut off the hands of those who would 
not or could not reveal the places where trea- 
sure was hid, and how he spared the religious 
house of the Roman Catholic imssionaries. So 
strangely are some men’s minds compounded 
of such contradictory qualities as bloodthirsty 
cruelty and avarice, and respect for religion 
and virtue The merchant who told us all 
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t-his was a courteous gentleman, though a 
Puritan, and secured us a passage for London 
in a large new ship, called the Hector, that 
was just about to start on her homeward 
voyage 



CHAPTER XXVIl 


BACK TO SCOTLAND 

I T was at Surat that I first heard a clear and 
consecutive account of all that had hap^ 
pened since I left Scotland. They told me 
the whole story of the execution of the king 
and of my noble leader, the Marquis of Mon- 
trose, of the battles of Worcester and Dunbar, 
of Cromwell’s Protectorate, and lastly of hia 
death, and how he had been buried like a king 
in Westmmster Abbey, and succeeded by his 
son Richard as quietly as if they had been 
descended from a long line of anointed kings. 
Truly we had little reason to base hopes of 
happiness on what we heard of the state of 
political affairs in England and Scotland, but 
nevertheless we had had enough of the East, 
and I was determined to go back to the home 
of my fathers, whatever might be the fortune 
that awaited us there. 

We embarked on board the Hector at Surat 
on the first day of the year 1660 Our voyage 
of five months would have seemed much longer 
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but foi the pipes of Colm and the gambols of 
the two boys, w’^ho were never weary of explor- 
ing the mysteries of the deck and the cabins, 
and could hardly be restrained from climbing 
the rigging At last we reached the English 
Channel, and, passing thiough the Straits of 
Dover on the morning of May 22nd, ap- 
proached Scheveling Bay, from the sandy 
shores of which the Hague is three miles dis- 
tant Long before we reached the shore it 
was evident that something remarkable was 
going on There was a considerable fleet 
riding at anchor, with all kinds of flags flying, 
and great guns were bemg continually fired. 
As it was evident that the guns were not fired 
in anger, our skipper sailed into the bay to 
enquire what it was all about 

The news we heard was so astounding that 
it completely took our breath away A great 
counter-revolution had taken place in Eng- 
land, the rule of the Commonwealth was over, 
and the ships we saw before us were the finest 
vessels of the British fleet waiting to convey 
His Majesty King Charles II to Dover. The 
king himself, with his courtiers, was on the 
shore, and seemed to be on the point of em- 
barking. 
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Being extremely eagei to .'^ee his majesty 
and kiss his hand, I immediately chartered a 
boat to take my wife, my children, and myself 
to shore It was not very easy to land. Not 
far from us a boat conveying some gay gallants 
was upset, and their fine feathered hats w^ere 
tossed to and fro on the surf. We were more 
fortunate, however, and managed to get to 
shore with dry skins 

A multitude of fine gentlemen were on the 
sands, walking about and talkmg For some 
time w’-e felt lost in the crowd and painfully 
conscious of the contrast between our vreather- 
beaten, old-fashioned, and semi-oriental gar- 
ments and the fine dresses of the courtiers. 

‘‘ Do let us go somewhere and buy ourselves 
new clothes,” exclaimed Zohra, with the regard 
for externals that characterized her like the 
rest of her sex. 

“Very well,” said I, “we will take a coach 
to the Hague, and make ourselves more pre- 
sentable before we approach our king ” 

I was just about to do so, when my eye fell 
on a figure that seemed familiar to me Still 
more familiar sounded the Scotch accent in 
which he was objurgating a Dutch boatman. 

1 tapped him on his broad back, and asked 
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him if he happened to know the Land of Cas- 
sencarne. 

He turned round sharply, and said 

“ I was ymce ca’ed the Laird of Cassencarrie 
mysel’, and I’m that still, but noo the king 
has made me a knight, and they maistly ca’ 
me Sir David Ramsay And wha may you be, 
I maun speir, though ye ken me, and though 
I hae seen somebody gey an’ like ye sometime 
and somewhere '2” 

He was one of the few Lowland lairds who 
had fought under Monti ose’s banner We had 
been companions-in-arms in many a bloody 
field, and, when I told him who I was, he em- 
braced me heartily, and insisted on taking me 
at once to see the king, in spite of my remon- 
strances on account of the shabbiness of my 
clothes While this controversy was going on, 
and I was telling him in a few words all that 
had happened to me during the past twelve 
years, a group of gentlemen came walking 
along My old friend immediately took his hat 
off and bowed low to the foremost of them, a 
tall, dark-faced man in a black periwig, plainly 
but richly dressed, and whispered to me “ The 
king^ the king^” I knelt down to kiss his 
hand He graciously raised me up and asked 
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me to tell him my whole stoiy, as the few 
words he had overheard had 'whetted his 
curiosity to hear the rest 

“ But,” he said, “ I always like best to walk 
about when I am talking or listening So let 
us take a few turns up and down the beach.” 

Thus, strange to relate, I found myself 
walking up and down the shores of Scheveling 
Bay in familiar converse with the king of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and so admirable 
was his tact and courtesy that I felt no em- 
barrassment at his condescension, but could 
tell him my story much as I would have told 
it to my old friend the Laird of Cassencarrie 
He was deeply interested m all that had be- 
fallen me, or courteously pretended to he so. 
When my story was finished, we returned to 
Zohra and the children, who had been -talkmg 
all the while to Sir David Ramsay. The king 
joined in the conversation, paid Zohra a grace- 
ful compliment which made her look still more 
beautiful, and made some funny remarks to 
-the children. 

“ And now,” he said, in conclusion, “ is 
there anything I can do to smooth your 
passage to your native land^” 

I thanked his majesty for his kindness, and 
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said “ Since my good loitune has brought me 
here on the eve of your majesty’s return to 
your own, it will be the pioudest day in my 
life, if I may see your majesty receive the 
welcome of your subjects at Dover.” 

“ Your request is granted,” he said. “ It 
would ill become us, returning from exile to 
our ancestral home, if we were discouiteous to 
another discrowned king who is coming to live 
as an exile in oui dominions.” 

Then he turned to a bustling little man, 
rather gaudily dressed in a white lace coat 
and wide canons, and said to him 

“ Mr Pepys, you will kindly provide a cabin 
for Sir Ronald MacAlpine and his family on 
our own ship, and arrange suitable accommoda- 
tion for his retainers in any other vessel that 
may be convenient ” 

When I informed the king that I had not 
the honour of being a knight, he giaciously 
replied that he would put that right as soon 
as he arrived at London, when he intended to 
confer knighthood on those who had distin- 
guished themselves by their valour and 
devotion m the late civil troubles. 

Mr Pepys now took us m charge, and 
arranged to have my foster-brothers, Donelly, 
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and Ayesha brought ashore with all our light 
luggage In the meantime he said that I, 
with Zohra and the children, might take a 
coach to the Hague and pass the night there. 
The king would not embark until the follow^- 
ing morning. If we returned to Scheveling 
Bay an hour after sunrise, all would be ready 
for our embarkation in the royal fleet So we 
drove over to the Hague, and Zohra had the 
gratification of supplying herself, the children, 
and me with handsome clothes in the latest 
fashion, the very best that the Dutch tailors 
and milliners could produce at a moment’s 
notice. 

When we returned to Scheveling Bay m 
the morning, Mr Pepys w^as pleased to remark 
that we all looked mighty fine” in our new 
clothes, but suggested to my wife that, if she 
wished to be abreast of the fashion, she should 
put two or three black patches on her face. 
This suggestion she rejected with indignation 
at the time, but afterwards, when she went to 
London and saw all the other fine ladies ’wear- 
ing patches, she succumbed to the prevailing 
fashion. 

We presently embarked on the N^asehy, 
which, as it was the finest shin m the Enghsh 
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navy, had been selected to convey the king, 
the rest of our party sailed with the young 
Duke of Grloucester in the Sw%ftsure. The 
king, his two brothers, and the Prince of 
Orange dined that day together on the 
Nasehy, which was no longer to bear that 
name. For after dinner the king gave it 
instead his own name Then the Duke of 
York went to the London, the Duke of 
Gloucester to the Swiftsure, the Prince of 
Orange to the shore, and we weighed anchor 
A favourable wind soon wafted us over to 
Dover, where the sands were black with the 
crowds of people assembled to welcome the 
king. 

The king, as he had promised, knighted me 
soon after our arrival in London. For some 
time we remained in the great city, participat- 
ing in the national joy at the restoration of 
the ancient line of kings. But after a time 
the continual round of festivity began to pall 
upon us, and my dear wife was shocked and 
frightened by the licentiousness that prevailed 
in the court. I, for my part, was longing to 
get back to my own native land and to my 
clan, which was now waiting for my return as 
eagerly as the whole nation had looked for- 
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ward to the home-coming of the king. For 
my elder brother had died childless, and I was 
now the chief of the clan MaoAlpme. 

So we gladly turned our faces northwards, 
and in due time reached Scotland. I cannot 
attempt to describe my feelmgs when I crossed 
the border and stood once more on my native 
land. They were too deep for words, and I 
could not but kneel down and kiss the sacred 
soil from which I had so long been an exile 
With what joy I recognized and pointed out 
to my wife Edinburgh and the surroundmg 
hills and castles, and told her all the old tales 
of love and war with which they were asso- 
ciated And then at last we entered the lands 
of Clan Alpine. All the clansmen in their 
tartans were drawn up to meet us, and to the 
skirling' of the pipes pi ay mg “ Hame, hame to 
oor am countree ” we moved on m a kmd of 
triumphal procession to the long uninhabited 
castle of Ochterlony, in which my ancestors 
had lived for many centuries What a hearty 
reception we received, and with what joy and 
pride they all paid their respects to my gentle 
wife^ Little we recked of the kingdom and 
the wealth we had left behind us in the heart 
of central Asia Here, indeed, we felt that 
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we were really king and queen, for we reigned 
without rivals in the hearts of our devoted 
clansmen, any one of whom would have been 
proud to die for us oi for our children 

Often in that golden summer-time, as we 
sat on the terrace of our Highland home, 
looking out on the distant mountains purple 
with heather, and smelling the fiagrance of 
the flowers in the garden that flouiished undei 
Maxwell’s caie, would my wife remind me of 
the Persian verses we had seen in the Private 
Hall of Audience at Delhi, and tell me that 
they ought rather to be written on the walls 
of Ochterlony Castle “ For,” she said, “ there 
IS no place where the sun shines as bright, and 
the sky is as blue, and the heait is as true as 
in my husband’s home, and 


‘ If on earth be an Eden of bhss. 

It IS this. It IS this, none but this’ ” 
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9 Baikh, the capital of Bactnaaa, 
an Afghan province bet^veen the 
Hindu Kush and the 0\US; is said 
to be on the site of Bactria, one of 
the oldest cities of the world, 
now a decayed place, though 
still spoken of as “ the mother of 
cities ” According to tradition it 
was founded by Kimrod 

cockle-shell, small boat 
northern sea, North Sea, the 
part of It between Scotland and 
Norway 

applicable to my case, was not 
tiue of him, because he did return, 
as the stoiy tells, to Scotland 
Tippermuir, near Perth, where 
Montrose with his Highlanders and 
his Iiish defeated the Covenanters 
Inverlochy, a place near Port 
William, where Montrose defeated 
the Campbells under their chief, 
the Marquis of Argyle 
Klfsyth, a town lu Stirlingshire, 
about thirteen miles north east of 
Glasgow TheieMontiose defeated 
the Covenanters under Baillie 
fatal field Monti ose was sui- 
pnsed and defeated thei e by David 
Leslie, and all chances of Eoyalist 
success ended Phillphaugh is in 
Selkirkshire, on the Yanow, some 
three miles from the town of Sel- 
kirk 

10 hour of misfortune, time of 
bad luck 

fancy free, not in love with any- 
one 

made a conquest, &c , made 
me fall in love with hei 
alluring whispers, <fec , hope 
told him of the great things he 
should do, and so drew him on 
Of ‘'Hope told a dattering tale 
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10 be dispersed, <fec , that instead 
of misfortune and misery I should 
later enjoy luck and succeas, and 
forget all my sufferings 

have never been known, Ac , 
what he has foretold has alwaja 
happened 

light of prophecy, Ac ,hIspower 
to see visions of what would here- 
after take place 

that threatened the liberties, 
Ac , that was fighting to conquei 
and enslave the people 

jewelled tiara, a head-dress or 
crown with jewels m it 

11 escaped from the rout, got 
aw^ay from the crowd of fi ightened 
fugitives 

Donelly, the Irishman The 
chief support of Monti ose came 
from twelve handled disciplined 
Irish, who landed on the west 
coast of Scotland 

lugger, a small vessel with two 
or moi e masts, and with four cor- 
nered sails set fore and aft 

steer for Norway, diiect their 
boat towards Norwaj 

Muscovy, the name used foi 
Russia in those times, from Mos 
cow, the chief city 

would be realized, would come 
true 

my destiny would, Ac , wliat 
fate had decreed for me would be 
fulfilled 

to take down, Ac , to lower all 
the sails and put the boat before 
the wind 

began to leak, to let in water 
thiough fissures, or breaks or 
Clacks 
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12 for a wat&ry grave, for toeiug 
drow^ned 

cheat me, <S;c , prevent me from 
becoming a king, as Sandy bad said 
1 would become 

to bo swallowed up, to sink 
under 

humane, &c , kindly or mercx 
ful and good-tempered 

large-hearted hospitality, great 
kindness, taking us for guests 
lay to our right, cfcc , the Eng 
lish. coast to the right and the Con 
tlnental to the left 

IS obviously perilous, there could 
be BO doubt that It was dangerous 
the (ee coast, the coast towards 
which the wind was blowing 

unnecessary, &c , there should 
be no time lost needlessly 

undermanned, had too small a 
crew 

offered no attractions, was not 
a country we cared to stay m 
of Sandy’s vision, that appeared 
to Sandy when in a prophetic mood 
prospect of unbounded, <fec , 
the chance that they should gain 
more than they saw any likelihood 
of ever spending 

14 incidentsthatdlveraifted, things 
that mad© the daily work on board 
ship leas like what every other 
day’s work had heen 

porpoises (pork fishes), kinds of 
seals met with m northern seas 
** Flying Dutchman ”, a spectral 
ship, supposed, according to the 
story, to have been condemned on 
account of the blasphemy of its 
captain to sail foi ever in the 
waters off the Cape of Good Hope, 
and never to reach port The sight 
of it was a bad omen, indicating 
bad weather 

thirty leagues, ninety miles 
maggoty biscuits, long kept 
biscuits that had gone bad 

15 emporium, great trading centre 

16 carving ourselves, &c , making 
fortunes Tor ourselves out of India’s 
vast wealth 

ways and means, <fcc , what had 
%Ye to help us to make the fight for 
wealth? 
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16 presence of our swords, 

&c , the fact that we soldiers were 
on boaid had been an assurance 
against sea robbers 

Andrea Ferrara, a name given 
onl 3 '' to a broadsword or claymore, 
meaning one of the best make of 
broadswoids 

17 targets, shields earned on left 
arm and used in defence 

bagpipes, a wind musical Instru 
ment much used by Scottish High 
landeis The wind is bloun into 
a bag held under the arm, and 
from there is forced by the pres 
sure of the arm through different 
tubes, thus producing the music 
consummate mastery, very ex 
traordlnary skill 

sword-dance, a favourite step 
dance with Scottish Highlanders, 
danced in the spaces formed by 
crossing two naked swords 

capable of sustaining, able to 
endure 

preferred to follow, <fcc , chose 
to do as I did 

18 Naseby, the last great battle 
between King Charles I and the 
Tuntans The King was utterl> 
defeated 

fanatics and traitors, men le 
ligiously mad, and men false to 
king and country 

fifteen hundred, <fcc The Irish 
Roman Catholics had without 
warmng murdered theii Pi oteatant 
neighbours in 1641, and were activ e 
rebels against Parliament Charles 
I could not employ them m Eng- 
land, but the Earl of Antrim pro 
mised to send 10,000 of them over 
to Scotland to support the royal 
cause Only 1200, however, landed 
in Argyle 

tender mercies, the pitiless 
cr uelty 

did not shake, <fcc , did not 
make think of staying behind 
splendid marksman, a ver\ 
good shot 

19 from a social point of view, 
as a person with wlioin one had a 
great deal to do 

sanguine temper, disposition 
to look on things hopefully 



NOTES 


243 


Page 

19 of the stalwart class, , 
among the hig strong hsheiiaen, 
of whom he was one 

adventurous spirit, fond of 
danger and of new experiences 
fabulous wealth, &c India was 
then considered enormously rich 

20 two voyages, the vojage to 
India and the voyage home 

to prevent their wives <fec , 
to keep their wives from marrying 
other men 

crop-eared, &c , terms applied 
by the Koyaliats to their opponents, 
some of whom, for offences agamst 
the King, had had their ears cut 
off, and all of whom showed their 
piety by singmg psalms, and by 
living strictly according to what 
they thought God’s law 

Neither commerce nor, «fec , 
we neither liked trade nor traders 
theological controversies, 
quarrels and discussions about 
religion 

the princess of our dreams, 
the princess I had come from home 
to marry on account of the predic 
tions of a Highland seer 
arriving at the goal, succeed 
ing in what we set out to do 
diverted, <fec turned so fai 
away and for such a length of time 

21 recommended^ advised. 

to effect the reduction, &c , 
to conquer the rebels, or reduce 
them to order 

Urdu, the form of Hmdustani 
spoken and written by Mahome 
tans in India 

22 colloquial Hindustani, the Hin- 
dustani used m ordinary conver- 
sation 

fluent mastery, <fec , I could 
use it easily, and speak it rapidly 
Shah Jehan (1627 to 1658) suc- 
ceeded his father Jehangir, against 
whom he was in revolt 

snows of Central Asia The 
Tibetan Table-land and the Pamir 
Plateau are so high in parts that 
the snow never melts 

23 Samarcand, the capital of the 
provmce of the same name in Kus 
fiian Turkestan, an old and very 
famous city 


Page 

23 Kunduz, the capital uf the dis 
tnct of the same name, is on the 
A.inu Darya, 

his heart failed him, he be- 
came hopeless 

Us begs, a mnced Turki race of 
cultivators, the rulers in Bokhara, 
&c The Aryans settled here are 
known as Tajiks 

settle the country, restore 
order in the country 

mountains of Central Asia 
here the Hindu Kush and their 
extensions westward the Koh-i 
Baba and the Safld Koh 

24 caravanserai, a place where 
caravans are put up 

reception of strangers, lodg- 
ing of foreigners, where outsiders 
were taken in 

“ beasties water carriers Cf 
"The regimental beastie, Gunga 
Dhm” {Kxphng) The heastxe (or 
uses a leather bag, called a 
masah^ which he carries on his 
back. 

26 palanquins, long, low, closed 
carnages in which the reclining 
traveUer is earned on the shoulders 
of the bearers 

reciprocate our feelings, to 
wonder at us and take an interest 
in us 

gave access to all, dfcc , let all 
in to see him who wished to do so 

26 from a far country, from a dis- 
tant land 

embrace opportunity, take 
the good chance that now offered. 

for the occasion, for the visit 
to the Emp^or 

very limited number, very small 
number 

piaid, an outer wrap worn by 
Highlanders over the shoulders 
and round the upper part of the 
body 

retainers, followers hired for 
fighting 

Earl of Essex KobertDevereux, 
Karl of Essex, Elizabeths com 
mander in Ireland, having pro 
voked the Queen s displeasure, 
travelled over to England, and 
rushed to her presence without 
waiting to remove the stains of 
travel from his person or clothes 
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2G attracted a considerable 
amount, &c , made people look 
at U 9 and wondei about tis 

27 reception, formal admission of 
visitors to his presence by the 
Emperor 

arrogated, haughtily took to 
himself without asking anyone's 
leave 

28 peacock throne This famous 
throne was pait of the spoil car 
lied off by Kadii Shah when he 
sacked Belhi in 1730 

29 raised above, (fee he had 

nothing more to hope foi fiom the 
world 

oriental obeisance, their ex- 
ceedingly humble piostrations be 
fore him 

vouchsafing us, thinking it 
worth while to grant us 

crestfallen, downheaited, m 
low spiiits 

30 a rich oriental robe, a splendid 
Indian or Eastern dress 

invariably observed, always 
kept, never forgotten 

81 singular circumstance, uncom- 
mon, out of the Avay, matter oi 
affair 

roundly abusing, verj vigor 
oiisly blaming or finding fault 
with 

52 He saw the force, saw how un 
answerable the arguments were 

our conversation, &c , what we 
said to each other might not be 
overheard 

cross-grained, lU-tempered and 
unyielding 

to explain the strength, dec , 
to show what powers the different 
ruleis had, and to tell him what 
they were likely to do 

His Ignorant depreciation, the 
small value which, on account oi 
his ignoi ance, he put on the powers 
of European States 

53 petty rajas, small subordinate 
rulers 

the subjugation of, the < on- 
quest, the foicing the people of 
Balkh and Badakshan to submit 

Badakshan, the noith eastern 
part of Atghanistau between the 
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Hindu Kuisli and the Amu I>ar>a 
OI Oxus 

33 inured to the endurance, dec , 
so hardened we could ben with 
out discomfoi t 

34 giving directions, dfcc , telling 
the workmen what to do 

assuage his surliness, to luake 
him less cross and ill tempered 
a bonnte eneuch, a quite wrtifs 
factoiily pietty 

thievin’ caterans, thieving ma 
rauders 

crousely, proudly, pertly, boldly 
Hielandmen, the people of the 
Highlands of Scotland Maxwell 
IS a Bordei or Lowland Scots name 
Its bearers were naturally bitterly 
opposed to the Highlandeia, who 
frequently descended in bands to 
plunder the Lowlands 

gey chi el, a \eiy wild fellow 
gar d him keep, Ac, foiced 
him to say nothing offensive 
amang the great anes, people 
of high jank and much powei 
guid wages, high wages 
A rowing stane, <fec The Eng 
lish proveib is lolhng atone 
gatheis no mosa , that is, people 
who aie conatanth moving from 
one situation to anothei do not 
become wealthy 

36 awfu’ ian^ journey, fiightfnlly 
long way oft 

I dinna ken, <fec , I don t see how 
the Emperoi could manage if I left 
dee here, die in this land 
fechting for their liberties, 
fighting ""foi freedom, theii rights 
as free men 

fang syne, long ago 
greeting her een oot, Ac , cr’v 
ing 01 weeping herself nearly blind 
heart beat tumultuously, 
stirred me gieatlj 

37 my dreams, whom it had bet n 
piophesied I should many 

secluded their women, Ac , 
shut up then women so that 
sti angers could not see them 
impetuosity, headlong eager 
ness 

caller air fresh an pure whole 
some ail 
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37 braw young birkie, handsome 

fthow^y voTing fellow i 

gin the emperor dL> , if t came 
about that the Emperor, <Lc , gin 
— given that 

ane nor the tither, the one nor 
the other 

wad = would , hae = have , 
lang = long 

38 "They that wuil’% <fec , a Scot 
tish proverb meaning that, if a 
man has detennlned to follow a 
course, however ruinous, he must 
be allowed to follow it 

oot = out, sneck t= shut, wun 
jn = manage to get in , ahmt - be 
hmd bonnrer = prettiei , aiblins 
= peihapa, possibly, baith o* us 
3= both of us 

39 prospect of going, the seeming 
likelihood that they would go 

audacious attempt, exceeding 
bold and hazardous thing I was 
going to tiT to do 

attract attention, cause people 
to notice I 

accoutred, dressed and armed 
4X) concealed by the darkness, ' 
<lc , it was too dark foi them to 
see how fair I was 

walked m the path, etc , was 
going the way to fulfil the pxo 
phecies about me 

postern gate, piivate gate or 
entrance into the gaiden 

ensconced myself, <&c , hid or 
sheltered myself behind the bushes 
awaited the course, &c, 
watched or looked out lor what 
would happen 

unrelieved by any outbursts, 

(fee there was no laughing, only 
the voices of people in sorrow 
bearing and tone, ^Sre , the 
she moved and the way she spoke 
4l Great Bear, a group of stars in 
the northern sky to the seven pi in 
mpal of which the names of the 
seven rtshts have been given 
insensibility, want of feeling, 
callouBnesa 

intuition of love, the powei 
which love gives of knowing trutlis 
about the loved one othervv i^e than 
thiongh the senses 
divm«, guess truly 
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embodiment of the dreams 

the princess in p>erEon of whom I 
had dreamt as the one I was fated 
to marry 

invisible links, &c , fate had de- 
creedj though one could see no 
reason why, that our lives should 
be bound together 

knight means boy or servant, 
but IS used chiefly to indicate a 
member of a military oi der, or, as 
here, a soldier who devotes himself 
to the championship of a lady 
reveal my presence, let others 
know I was in the garden 
42 controlled herself, checked, or 
did not act on, the impulse 
Frangistan, Europe 
release, &c , to free her and re- 
store her to her dominions 

treated with all honour , 

every respect will be shown you. 

a bold dash, &e , try your 
utmost, though it seems scarce 
possible, to get free 

surmounted the screen, Xc , 
rose to such a position that it 
threw its light down on her direct, 
no longer through the leaves 

coronal, wreath or covering of 
the crown of her head 
43 inferred, concluded, anived at 
as an explanation 

especially for a woman, &c , 
in the East, where women are not 
ao tall as in the West, remarkably 
tall 

severe line, sober, restrained, 
markedly simple 

Emily, the sister of Hippoljte 
the Queen of the Amazons, who 
married Theseus She is the hero- 
ine of Chaucei 3 Knighted Tdif. 
Chaucer thus describes her 
“ Emelve, that fairer %vas t-o sene 
Thanne is the lil> e on her stalke 

Ai^^freshei than the May with 
floures II ewe 

Joan Beaufort married J ames T 
of Scotland, then a prisoner in 
England He, m his poem, "The 
Km^fl Quhair , desci ibes her as 
The fairest oi the freschest younge 
flonre 

That e ei I saw me thought beioi e 
that hour 
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43 Stuart line, the kings of Scot 
land, and afterwards of England, 
from the middle of the fourteenth 
century 

44 connived, allowed to take place 
(usually contrary to duty) 

i5 fraught, <fec , come bringing 
your life nearer its close 

deftly, with great neatness and 
skill 

46 Cabul, the capital of Afghanistan 
(more commonly Kabul), on chief 
route between India and Central 
and Western Asia 

proper measure, iSrc , if how 
many they were could be thought 
a right way of judging how strong 
the force was 

47 unwieldy mass, huge body hard 
to more 

take hostile action against, 
make war on, fight against 
Muscovy, Russia 
virtually actually, if spoken of 
rightly 

48 the tables were turned, <S:c , 
the winners or victors became the 
losers or vanquished 

marauders, <fcc , bodies of plun 
derers or robbers 
to lose their king, <fec , the 
brave king of the TJsbegs was killed 
untoward event, unfortunate or 
unlucky incident 
a warrior of some repute, one 
who had gained some fame as a 
soldier 

cunningly fostered, Aurang- 
zebe craftily made the parties 
more hitter against each other 

49 supporter of the rights, <fcc , 
pretended he was trying to gain 
the throne for the princess 

guerilla warfare, an irregular 
war in which, without coming to a 
pitched battle, as much harm as 
possible is done to the enemy 
recognized his false step, seen 
that he had made a mistake 
successfully repulsed, met, 
checked, and driven back 

60 beat a precipitate retreat, run 
away back as fast as they could 
A like evil fate <fcc , misfortune 
or defeat followed all the efforts of 
Nazir Khan 
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60 Khufm, in Afghan Turkestan, 
formerly capital of khanate of 
same name, now decayed It lay 
four miles north of Tashkurgan 

Kunduz, the capital of the dis 
trict of the same name west cf 
Balkh, south of Oxus 
Khanabad (KAana-x-fead), twelve 
miles west of Kunduz, in Kunduz 
District. 

complete the destruction, <fec , 
bring to an end the conquest of the 
TJsbegs 

61 delivering the princess, tfec , 
setting the princess free 

Bala Hissar, the fort at south- 
west corner of Cabul 

determine the window, find 
out for certain which was the win- 
dow of hei room 

62 had been achieved, <&c , a very 
necessaiy thing had been done. 

devise a means, &c , find out 
a way by which we could mutually 
discuss our plans 

procured, got or acquired in 
some way 

53 he would not have been visible, 
no one could have seen him 

fragrant, sweet-smelling 
proved contumacious, would 
not do what I wished him to do 

54 cursing my folly, &c , blaming 
myself for being so silly as to 
believe such stones 

dejected looks, downcast, out 
of spirits, dispirited expression 

66 pricked up his ears, <fec , looked 
up, showing great interest 

expert in the use of bows, 
thoroughly skilled in handling 

66 the imprisoning palace, the 
Bala. Hissar 

boaster, one who makes more of 
what he does or has done than is 
right 

intense suspense, very great 
anxiety as to what would happen 
Sending this missive, <fec , it 
was a veiy dangerous thing to 
fasten this message to the ladder, 
as we did not know for certain 
who would read it 

67 achieving the releoao, man 
aging to set free 
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68. apprehensively, m great dread 
fears agreeably disap- 

pointed, It gave ns great pleasure 
to find our fears groundless 

adequate means of convey- 
ance, a way in which the princess 
and her women and ourselves 
could travel properly 

exhausted my rupees, <4:c , 
my money had been uearlv all used 
up 

59 persuaded, made to believe or 
think it right 

Arabian coffee. Coffee origi- 
nally came from Arabia 
suavely, gently, soothingly 
evident vanity, his manifest 
pride in his wisdom and wealth 

60 perplexity, state of donbt, in- 
ability to decide what to do next 

My temper &c , I had been 
made touchy or easily angered 

61 my impassioned words, my 
strongly expressed anger and dis 
gust at his proposal. 

intrinsic value, what the ring 
would bring in any market 

62. contemptuous pity, scorn for 
my Ignorance and sorrow for my 
stupidity 

his intense eagerness, &c , the 
very, very strong wish he felt to 
have the ruby 

<53 inexorable, not to be moved by 
pleading or argument 

amply sufficient, more than 
enough 

To ensure secrecy, to make 
sure that no one else would know 
about the matter 

66 rencontre, meeting with the 
watchman 

66 to prevent the ladies, <fec , to 
keep the pnncess and her maids 
from coming against the wall 

rewarded me, &c , gave me a 
sufidcient return or payment for 
what I had done 

was dissuaded from, was 
brought to tliink it nght not to 
do it 

67 to move her from, &c , to make 
her act otherwise than as she had 
determined 
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67 was indisposed, was unwell or 
sick 

suspicions, , at last thev be 
gan to think that there was some- 
thing which must be examined 
into 

advance as far as possible, 
&c , to get on before the hottest 
part of the day made it needful to 
take shelter and to rest 

glimmer of dawn, streak of 
Ii^t showing the day about to 
break 

6S. a favourable opportunity, a 
chance that looked good, or as if 
it might be taken advant^e of. 

mullah (or TnuUaX a Mahometan 
priest, a mosque ofidcer whose duty 
it IS to call to prayers and usually 
to lead them 

resources at his disposaI,with 
all the help he could possibly give 
under the guidance, &c , the 
princess led and showed us the 
way 

pir, samt 

Joy depicted, &c the pleasure 
and delight that showed on hia 
face were good to see 

69 explained the situation, made 
it clear how matters stood 

devoted myself, Ac , taken on 
myself a vow to help her and to 
^ve my whole time and powers to 
doing so 

proposed to follow, <Sdc, in- 
tended to go with the princess and 
share with her her luck, whether 
good or bad 

70 devise ways and means, , 
to make plans and arrange how 
they should be carried out 

hopelessly incomplete, how 
perfectly insufficient the arrange 
menta I had made were to attain 
their end, to get the princess to 
her native city, Balkh 

to obtain egress, to be let out 
of the carefully watched gates 
provided for them, made ar 
rangements to get over the diffi 
culties 

this we had solved, v,e had got 
the princess out of the Bala Eissar 
t route we had to, &c , the road 

I V e had to go to get to Balkh 
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70 passport, a permission from the 
rolers to make their way to Surat 

71 entrusted to the guidance, 
given over to two grooms to look 
after 

quickly arranged, speedily fixed 
and put m order 

described us as, cfec , stated 
that we were 

Mecca, the biithplace of Ma 
hornet, IB the most holy city of the 
Mahometans 

m any circumstances, <fec , in 
any case it was the right wav to 
prevent the guards from guessing 
where we were going 

72. scanned our passport, looked 
at oui permission from the rulers 

73 of my heart, whom I loved so 
passionately 

restore her to, <fcc , give hei 
back to her friends and make hei 
queen of her rightful kingdom 
had to be surmounted, 

had to be overcome 

could be achieved, could be 
finally done 

my star >vas in the ascendant, 
that it was a lucky time for me, 
that my efforts would be successful 
no ing^lorious lot, it would be 
a famous, a grand thing 

74 fetch a compass, go by a round- 
about way to a point 

cross paths, ways leading fiom 
one main road to another 

intercept us, catch ub before 
we could get to Baikh 
to be carrying everything, die , 
to be winning everywhere, easily 

attended by, <fec , accompanied 
and guarded by 

to interrogate, to question 
Badakshan, the north-eastern 
province of Afghanistan 

75 are suspicious, are reasons for 
my doubting your statement that 
you are peaceful merchants 

league with <fec . in alliance 
with our foes, the Usbegs 

affected not to believe, pre- 
tended that he did not trust as 
time 

conveying munitions of wai 
carrying weapons, &c 
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75 Without vouchsafing, seem 
inglj not considering it worth 
while 

revealed to view, brought into 
the open so that it might be seen 
righteous anger, wiath for 
which theie was good cause 
it was overspread, her face 
showed her wiath 

76 prevent thee, keep thee from 
being placed m my harem 

essential, absolutely necessary^ 
the cavalier's presumption, 
the horseman’s impudence and 
arrogance 

humbly besought, meekly 
prayed or begged the man 

Treating contemptuous 

silence, acting as if it were not 
worth answering 

77 behind the unsuspecting, Ac 
at the back of the horseman, who 
had not the slightest idea of what 
I meant to do 

hostile intention, any purpose 
of treating him as an enemy 
completely at my mercy, I 
could have done anything to him I 
liked 

hand and foot, very thoroughly, 
both arms and legs 

seaman’s dexterity, with the 
cleveineBs seamen learn in fasten 
ing ropes louud things 

effective manner, thoroughly 
complete waj 

speechless, Ac was so angry 
he could not speak 

Ignominious, Ac , shameful 
state to which he had been 
brought 

contemptuously regarded, 

Bconifully looked on 

When he found his voice, was 
able to speak, his self - control 
having so far returned 

denouncing vengeance, Ac , 
proclaiming what punishment his 
captois would suffer 

smothering his curses, gag- 
ging him so that he could not 
abuse them 

78 containing rubies, holding 
rubies 

written, Ac , the wiiting, which 
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wiis in Pcisian was on a 

small i>iere of jn epaied goat slcin 

7S precipitately, in gi eat li aste 

proceeds of the plunder, the 
results of the lobheiy of some 
temple oi io>al dwelling 
defay wad dangerous, %\aiting 
would bung gie it iisks on us 
overwhelming force, m such 
numbeis that we u ould have no 
thancc in lighting igain&t them 
to their rescue, to take the 
men out of out hands 
aich traitor Pym, chief op- 
ponent ot Chailes I, and leadci of 
the Puiliament It > paity till his 
death in lO'io The JEtoyalists hated 
him, and he was idmired hy the 
Puritans 

Stone dead h^s no fellow, a 
dead man can t conspiie oi do 
othci haim 

7^ polluted, hoiiified, made un- 
clean 

appropriated <Src , took ovei 
foi myself, used foi niy own riding 
hoise 

fruit-trees Cahul is still noted 
foi the exuantitj and quality of the 
dilferent kinds of fiuit oiown in 
its guldens 

SO watered by a crystal stream 
Cabul and the country tound it 
IS well supplied with watei 

maintained for intermis* 

Sion, foi five hours without stop 
ping we had gone foiwaid as fast 
^as we could 

the land of our biith, Scot- 
1 ind 

fresh culled, just plucked oi 
jiulled fioni the tiees louud iis 
not exhausted, not tired out 
oi weaned 

8] to reduce, to foice to suiieiidei 
)n siege oi blockade 

Faizabad, the capital of Tad ik 
shan, ISO miles noitli east of Cabal 
national resistance, fight put 
up against the enemy bj people as 
a nation 

not entirely broken, not jet 
111 ought to an end 

concentrate dc , bung together 
at one pi ice all Inv soldieis as 
to subdue it 

(B lit)) 
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SI to abandon our intention, to 
give up our plan of going by the 
bhoitest way 

Charikar, an Afghan town he 
tween 30 and tO miles north of 
Cabul 

82 strongly occupied, there would 
be a laige force of soldiers along 
the route to make suie that com 
municatioiis w^eie not inteirupted 
Candahar, the most impoitaut 
commercial town in Afghanistan, 
lies 280 miles south-west of Cabul 
Ghazni, lies SO miles south-west 
of Cabul Capital formcilv of 
the great couqiieroi Mahmud of 
Ghazni 

Cabul river The Cabul uver 
uses some iO miles west of Cabul 
neai the Xlnai pass 

S3 found shelter, piotection fioni 
the night wind and cold 

best apartment, best furnished 
and most conifoidable lOom 

serious obstacle, finding any- 
thing 111 our way to compel us to 
stop 

84 congratulating her, telling her 

how lucky I thought she had been 
not only my captivity not 
only that I am held a piisoner of 
wai by the Moguls 

enslavement, i eduction to a 
condition in which they aia no 
longei freemen of my whole 
countiy 

oppose successfully, <&c , man 
age to pre\ent him fiom doing 
what he wished to do 

children of fortune, men foi 
whom fate has decreed great 
things 

second sight, a power supposed 
to be possessed by some of seeing 
now futuie events as they shall 
happen 

yielding to despair, becoming 
hopeless about my condition 

SO blush suffused the blood iU5?hed 
to hei ciieeks heightening hei 
coloui 

archly, with amusement taking 
the matter ib fun 

owed you by destiny, whom 
fate his fived you should marry 

I 
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8o breathe the upper air, 
above am living 

expect your favour, hope that 
you 'Will lo"se me and become my 
wife 

my horoscope, the fate fixed 
foi me at my biith as sho^^n b'v 
the position of the different stus 
and btii clusteib at the moment 
predonnmate, ha\e gieatei 
powei 

ctatter, lattling noise, iiiegu 
larly repeated sharp sounds 

His ears had not, &c , he had 
be rrd, and given the light meaning 
to wh it he heard 

probably pursuing, d-c , in all 
likuliliood thej weie tollowiirg to 
take us piisoneis 
87 vainly besought begged eai 
nestly but to no pm pose 

abandon the pursuit, cea^'C to 
chase us 

scene of danger, the place 
wheie there was a iisk of being 
liurt oi killed 

SS encouraging each other, giving 
cnuiage oi heait to one anotliei 
discomfited, &c , beaten, de 
feated, and humbled < 

&9 charging home, pushing the 
attack light up to us 

bullet found its billet, the 
mark was struck 

insurmountable obstacle, i 
hindiance to cairying out then 
puipose they could not get ovei 
in quick succession, lapidly 
one aftei the other 
90 futilely de , cuttiDg to no useful 
end the bodj of the cait wnth then 
sw Olds 

gave them a second volley, 
filed at them a second tune 
disengaged himself, &c , man 
3iged to flee himself fiom the dead 
‘'^ody of his hoi*se 
making a long detour, going 
a loug waj round to cut tlrem oh 
bring us to our knees, force 
U3 to beg to be allowed to subimt 
strong position, dc , the place 
wheie we were, which could be 
easily defended 
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91 play a waiting game, to make 
Liiangcments and let time compel 
us to yield 

fierce gesticulations, move 
iTients of Ills body which showed 
his angei 

equally warm reception, w^e 
killed as many as we did in the 
ftist chaige 

discharge of our missiles, the 
firing of our guns and pij^tols and 
the shooting of oui an ows 

92 brandishing, swinging back 
w ai d and foi w ai d 

paused on the threshold, 
stopped at the entrance into the 
pass 

his comrades could do , the 
companions of the soldiei could 
attack Cohn 

perilous in the exti erne, \ezy 
dangeious oi iisky 

99 earned past us. home fnithei 
on by then hoiscs being nnalile to 
stop 

It would have gone hard, &c , 
I would in all likelihood h x\e been 
killed oi badly ’wounded 
the star of my destiny the 
blight lew aid which fate h id cU 
creed foi me, and whicli witli Us 
biightness diew me onw ud 

Sumpter mules, mules that 
earned the luggage, ckc 

take part m the f» ay, join in 
the battle against oni enemies 
hereloquence and i eproaches, 
dc , wliat she sud to them made 
them join us 

94 concentrated their efforts, 
made then attack togethei 

despatched him, put him to 
death 

disappoint the estimate, fail 
to come up to the high opinion 
of his spiiit and coinage 1 had 
formed 

bi raging furiously, being earned 
cm with the utmost violence 

snapped off at the hilt w m 
biuken oft close to the li indie 

flowing profusely, stieaming 
foi lb 

96 their approach was impeded 

the\ could not get to us easily on 
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account of the dead hodie'^ that 
lay m the road 

96 execution they had done, the 
great* nmnher the^ had killed ¥ 

97 a welcome respite a pleasant 
and much needed pause 

obeyed with alacrity, earned 
out -veiy ciuickl^> 

9S evidently demoralized, cleail^ 
upset or in a state of panie 
assume an air of superiority, 
act as if I u as sure I had the uppei 
hand 

attacking peaceful traders, 
making a wai on merchants going 
ciuietly about their business 

9Q to proceed on your way, to 
continue jour 3 ourney 

persist in fighting, continue 
your attack. 

mightier than yourselves, 
bettei fighters, stronger than jou 
indignant, , angry and an- 
nojed at being told to do their 
worst 

seeing the certain death feel 
mg that ^oine of them would sniely 
be killed 

100 dei isively, mocking at them, 
contemptuouslj 

impressed, forced by the Moguls 
to Join tliLir ranks as soldiers 

101 to take the first opportunity, 
&.C , to lun a\\ay the first chance 
they had 

swear fealty, vow to be faithful 
late accession of strength, the 
men who had just joined us 

continuance of our journey, 
going on again on our way to 
Balkh 

chivalrous opponent, adver 
saiy who liked to fight fair, and 
was thus like one of the knights 
of old 

102 exhortations, hei prajers and 
uigings 

103 so hon-like, with such extieme 
courage, dauntless braveiy 

staunched the blood, managed 
to make it stop flovv mg 

burly giant, big, stiong, and 
muscular tellow 

IU4 proceeded on oup journey, 
'"ent on our way, went forward 


104 to try conclusions, to fight us 
to see if they could beat us 

105 so far advanced the winter 
uas so long past that we did not 
need to fear snowstorms 

recommendations, letters ask 
ing the help of the people to whom 
they were addressed for the persons 
who brought them 

inestimable value, so ^reat ser 
Mce that they were priceless 

106 customary salutation, 

the usual form of address used in 
the East when meeting people 

honey -combed with caves, 
have caves all along their sides, as 
the wax of the comb has hollows to 
hold the honej 

sherbet, a favourite E-istern 
dunk consisting of fruit juices and 
water 

too exhausted, <3tc , too tired to 
be able to eat 

trenchers, plates on which the 
melt IS placed and fiom which it 
IS eaten 

107 skins of it, skill bottles or ba^s 
filled with the wine of Kaftristan 

whose virtues, worthinesses, 
good qualities, excellencies 

put to shame, make iiianj 
of the teachers of Christianity 
ashamed of themselves for being 
so much less good than a Ma- 
hometan 

had now to ascend On their 
way to Balkh they had to cross the 
Koh-i-Baba, which, has an average 
height of over 10,000 feet, though 
many of the peaks ire said to be 
over 17,000 feet 

108 My disciples, those whom I 
teach, my followers 

shall be dishonoured feel that 
others will consider we did not act 
lightly 

polite altercation, kindly ex 
pression on both sides of then 
diffeient ideas and of their reasons 
for holding them 

dervish, a Mahometan religious 
beggar, a monk or piiest, a fakir 

109 The greedy gleam, the thirst 
for gam that shone m his look 

sturdy robber, a thief who 
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takes from others then piopeity 
by force 

109 inciting them, trying to move 
them to refuse to do what they ai e 
told 

110 might have an oppor- 

tunity, might get a chance 

111 bend my bow on, aim my 
airow at 

in all difficulties, ^vhencver 
any tioutole arose that needed to 
be caiefully guaided agnnst oi 
thought over 

overwhelmed by the con- 
sciousness, o\eiLonieb\ the feel 
ing that my biith was not so noble 
as hers 

if occasion required, if the 
need to use them aiose 

112 reminded of <lc , bi ought 
back to 0111 memoiy oui nati\e 
land 

postins {pos7itee7i<), long Afghan 
coats made of sheepskin 

conducted himself, c^c , be 
haved piopeily, acted m the light 
way 

Hajeeguk, a pass over the Hindu 
Kush, neaily 13,000 feet above sea 
level 

still more elevated pass, still 
higher pass The Hindu Kush 
have numeious passes thiougU 
them, running at from 12,500 feet 
to 19,000 feet above sea level 

the frozen snow, &o , although 
it was about the hottest* pait of 
the yeai the snow was still cusp 
and hard, had not melted 

113 Bameean CBamiari), where the 
Hindu Kush ends in the Koh x 
Baba. The Kotal-i Irak (13,600 
feet) leads into the y alley of 
Bainian, and Is one of the two 
chief passes across the mountains 
from Afghanistan mto Tuikestau 
The Bamian valley is rich in Buddh- 
ist remains and rock-cut figures 

114 constructed by devils, made 
by fiends or evil spirits, who 
wished to diaw men away fioni 
the worship of the one God 

could not deter me, make me 
give up going to see the inoiiu- 
inents 

was more than an idle, , 


Bagc 

was foi use, not nieiely for amuse 
ment 

115 much mutilated, broken and 
defaced 

abominate, hate gieatlv, dislike 
evti emely 

piojection of the rock, a pait 
of the loclv luotzudnig or sticking 
out 

devifish workmanship, voik 
done by or f oi evil spii its, work of 
fiends, that is, of cnemns of God 
and of His law^s 

116 he showed signs, Ac , the 
deivish showed in vinous ways 
tint he was tiieii 

the steepest crags, the inoun 
tain slopes rising most ntiilv 

iipi ight 

coign of vantage, coinei or 
spot fioin which best view of 
pictures could be got 

bust of a woman, the shouldeis 
ind upiici pait of the body of i 
woman 

roused from my absoiption, 
m> thoughts wore taken oft the 
pictuies to winch the^y had boon 
entiiely given 

running away to the summit, 
milking as fast as ho could foi the 
top 

117 gave up, &c , stopped trying to 
get hold ot the deivish 

retraced my steps, went back 
down 

a state of great agitation, a 
gieatly disturbed (.onditiou 

118 a man-s!aymg virago, i hold 
unwomanly cieatuie who hid 
killed men 

do not shed the blood, &i 
do not fight with then foes and 
like men kill them 

Black Agnes of Dunbar, tin 
daughter of Kandolph, Bui of 
Moray, and wife of the Bail of 
■March, defended the castle of JDiui 
bai against the Bnglish forces undei 
the Bail of Salisbury until that 
leader was forced to laise the sieer 
and 1 etii e 

from the hostile steel, fioni 
the enemy s swoida and spears 

masqueiadmg, dieshtd likt 
and pietendiny to be*, a rn in 
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119 reproaching, blamiiij,, Iiuding 
fault TTltll 

protecting, &c , -waKling oft 
daiigei that till eatens j oui nitister 
unkind reference, a statement 
that, beaiing ou another cncum 
stance, hurt sorely the peison to 
’^vhom it was made 

liO endure the approach let a 
mouse come neai liei ^\ithuut 
being flustered 

121 the majority of the inhabi- 
tants &c Most of the people 
weie Us begs 

rejoiced to find herself was 
cvceedmglj glad that she was 
igain 

give me lessons <fec , teach me 
to speak, to use 

122 Scotch braes, hill slopes of 
Scotland 

Dunstaffnage, to the noi-th east 
of Oban m the west of Scotland, 
has the rums of an old castle, 
and IS supposed to have been an 
crilj capital of Scotland 
encountering any further ad- 
ventures, &c , nothing happened 
to us worth speaking about 
out of deference, from adesue 
to show lespect for, conform to 
a more distant manner, kept 
more aloof and t liked less fieelj 
with me 

I was debarred from, I was 
pi evented from, not allowed to 
freedom of intercourse, liberty 
to talk with each other, to be com 
panions to each other 

graciously, in a friendlj, kindl\ 
wav 

restoration to her native land, 

being brought back to her own 
country 

123 1 had bartered, I had sold oi 
exchanged for something else 

to provide for her escape, to 
prepaic foi getting her set free 
restored to her keeping, gaA e 
back into her chaige 

such an opportunity, such a 
good chance 

124 May I never aspire to, am I 
not to be allowed to hope foi 

impassioned appeal, strongly 


Pace 

felt and wauinlj ts-p^esced eti 
treats 

124 at the accomplish ment, <S,c at 
hcviug done a thing so difficult 

was almost overwhelmed, was 
almost entuely driseii out of sig^it 
delightful communion pie is 
ant 111 torch ange of thoughts and 
feelingc^ 

125 I owed my life d:c , she had 
saved my life her tare 

gave an additional zest, d.c , 
made life still more pleasant 
made a circuit, 6^c , were 
twenty miles lound 

126 the capital of Shah Jehan, 
Delhi 

had been sent on «S"c , had 
gone on in front to sa\ tlie pnn 
ces*=: was coming 

Khan of Samarcand, the kiug 
oi ruler of ont. of the most noted 
and oldest cities of t'entral Asia, 
a cit> said to nave been founded 
b-v Alexander the Gieat 

rapidly prepared, «ic , quickly 
gut readj foi us to li\ e in 

liberally provided, of winch the 
supply w*as plentiful 

maintain his position, hold hit 
place there against the enemy 

127 rally round his standard 
gather together as his army 

crushing all attempts, ilc , 
breaking up and destrojqng all 
enemy forces that opposed them 
held aloof, kept out of the 
fight 

disputed the validity, &c , did 
not think he had a rightful claim 
to the throne 

affected to believe, pretended 
that such were their opimons 
supporting the cause, Ac , was 
helping Zohra to gam her rights 
with the professed object, 
with the definitely stated purpose 
originally been invited, Ac , at 
the beginning had been asked to 
come north and help the Khan of 
Samarcand against Balkh 
was at a very low ebb, Ac , was 
in a very poor way 

calculated to restore, &c , of 
the sort that weie likely to make 
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the (Jshegs at^t all together foi the 
common good of their country 

128 to deliberate, <fcc , to discuss 
and settle what ought to be done 

129 repaired, went 

notables, important men, 
leadeis 

were prevented, &c , \\ere 
eithei too old to tight uiidei Na/ii 
Khan, oi did not wish to do so 
Cyrus, called *‘The Gieat the 
loundei of the Peisian Empiie, is 
identified with KaiJchui>^ai.t^ not 
Kai Kaoos, as stated in the text, 
but his siiccessoi 

more impetuous, more ardent 
or eagei 

to assert her claim, &;c , to 
come forward and declaie heiself 
Queen of Balkli 

thought the proposal prema- 
ture, thought things wexo not jet 
advanced enough to pioclaim the 
piincess Queen 

were proposed and discussed, 
were put forward and talked over 

1^0 the struggle was hopeless, 
that they had no chance of success 
against Aurangzebe 
repeated failures, inability 
again and again to gain what he 
sought 

usurped, seized without just 
right 

rally round the throne, bring 
all then forces to help the priii 
cess 

mullah, a Mahometan ascetic, 
a learned Mussulman, who sum 
mona to prajei, and as a rule 
leads the devotions 

131 khan, the chief oi iiilei of a 
clan 

almost at our gates, neai at 
hand, coming quite close up to us 
successful resistance, meeting 
the attack and beating it back 
discomfited, foiled and beaten 

132 avaricious, greedy for wealth 
or money 

supernatural power, ability 
greater than human 

permitted to address, allowed 
to make a speech to 
succour a distressed princess, 
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gne comfort ind help to a prin 
toss in trouble 

132 kept m duf ance,^ held a pri 
bonei 

131 ravaged our land, phnulcitd 
and laid waste cm cnunti> 

ordained by fate to, At to 
whom the powci that dcteimiiu's 
what must be has gn on the t isk 
oi fioemg youi land 

134 insight into the future, pow t is 
ol ‘-otlng befoiehand whit is to 
h ippcii 

my future destiny, wli it w ould 
happen to me in jeiis to come 
threatened tiic liberty, looked 
as if it would tike the 

f 1 c c dom 

huge animals, Ac , cloph uds 
with their ti links and tails 

through the help of Provi- 
dence, aided hv the Powci tlmt 
watches o\ci man 

condemn my presumption, 
blame me for being too foiward 
derive encouragement, g ithcr 
coinfoit and hope 

135 Jizak {Jizalih)^ a tow n in RubSia 
in Asia, to tlie iioi th c ist of Samar 
cand, and on the southcin edge of 
the Jbamished Stcpiie 

Shaibani, Lsbeg khan lud cmi 
queror, defeated by Ismael, Shah 
of Peisia, 1610 He dofe lU tl 
Bab'^r and diove hun from Simai 
cand 

tombless dead, unbmicd diad 
decided most of the waverers, 
made most of those who wtic in 
doubt make up their mind 

13b in the conduct of the cam- 
paign, as to the wav the war 
should be earned on 

resist successfully, defe it and 
dii\e back fioni joui coniitii 

137 devising in concert, pntlni^, 
theft heads togethex and thinking 
out a plan all could take pait m 
camying out 

Lord Swinton 'Ih© lefeiencc 
IS to the action of Sir 3 oUu bw inton 
at Hornildon, wheie the Scots 
were defeated in 1402 '‘Mh\ 

stand we hero to be slam like 
deoi ho said ‘"Kollow me and 
lot us at least sell oui lives as 
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dcaily as ^ve can ” Sir Adam de 
Goidoiij between whom and Swin- 
ton tlieie was a deadly- feud, there 
upon begged Swiuton s forgiveness 
and the honour of being knighted 
by so biave a leader Both were 
slam 111 the battle 

J37 harmony in their counsels, 
au accepted agreement about what 
should be done 

common action, i\hat they did 
was not mutually helpful, they 
did not combine so as to gam a 
paiticular end 

138 universal approval, all in the 
assembly thought what I said 
right 

Tamerlane, the gieat iaitai 
com juei or Timur, boinneai Sauiar- 
cand iulo33, conqueiedall Cential 
Western Asia, andmuchof Europe, 
ind part of India He was piepai 
ing to attack China when he died 
in 1405 

130 disclose, teU them about, make 
known 

consider the details, make 
aiiangemeiits as to what should 
be done, and in what ordei 

lit) Faizabad, the capital of Badak 
shall which contains loiby mines 
and Clifts of lapis lazuli 

all the available, all the XJsbeg 
soldieib that could he put in the 
field 

141 suggestions, plans, schemes oi 
devices put for^vaid as likely to 
attain object 

inferred, dra^^n as a conclusion 
bon vivant, one Mho enjojs 
gicitly the pleasuies of the table 
and of good fellowship 

Pilaos, meat cooked with iicc, 
laisins, and spices 

curries, meat oi other food 
cooked with curry, a stiong Indian 
sauce made with salt, pepper, tui- 
inenc, and other spices 

kabobs, small pieces of meat 
loasted on skewers 

apricots, the delicious fiuit of 
a kind of plum tree 

sherbet, a dunk made with 
water and sugar fiom fiuit 3 uice, 
uid cooled oi “sublimed” with 
snow 
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141 that fall to the lot, that aie 
gi\en by fate or the condition of 
things to a peison 

abundant supply, a CLUite nioic 
than sufficient quantity 

congratulate myself, to think 
I had been \ery Inckj 

142 shrewdness, itc ciiuckness to 
form a right estimate oi opinion, 
aud knowledge to use his in form a 
tion to advantage in w ar 

taking a favourable view, tic , 
thinking that matters ivcie all 
right with us 

143 favourable opportunity A* , 
a time when the rebellion is likely 
to succeed 

be assured feel quite ccrtdiu, 
lia've not the least doubt 

regarded all Europeans, Ac , 
thought all men from Eiuropc 
wizaids 

to muster, to gather together 

144 line of communications, load 
by which supplies and ncMs, Ac , 
was brought to him 

will gam every advantage, Ac , 
will be able to make the raCBt of 
their agihty, &c , their practice 
and skill in mountaineenng 

will be a source of weakness 
Ac , the want of supphes will aftcc t 
them moie severely the more iiu 
meious they are 

efficacious, productive of result 
intended 

no danger is apprehended 
they do not expect attacks on lines 
of communication, and have not 
airauged to meet such 

false feeling of security, belief 
that they are safe when thej leallv 
are not 

will weaken, will make them iiay" 
less attention to gu<irdinGr the lo ul 
betvv een the aimj and its base tli in 
they ought 

prospect of victory, appaient 
likelihood of beating the enem) 

145 accompanied Ac , went along 
with us 

no opportunity Ac eat no 
chance of seeing oi speaking to 
her 

I rendered the Mogul Ime, Ac , 
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made the diefcanee hcpvcen 
and army still greatei 

145 made them confident, cCt , 
made them feel siue it would all 
come to pass 

116 kinsmen, the people south of 
the 0\us, like hiiusclf, U&bLgs 
suffer the fate of, tS^c , he tik^ a 
like Ballvli by the Moguls 

'‘Tua res agitui ”, ttc , ‘‘Tt is 
>0111 concern when yom neigh 
boTirs house is ablaze” 

Akcha, a place a few miles nortli 
w ebt of Balkli 

patriotic struggle, fight to fice 
fatheiland 

147 specrally selected <fer,cho^in 
because they shot well watU long 
bows 

148 our intentions, what we wcic 
going to do 

149 impede the rapidity die in ike 
it less easy to go forwaid tiuickl-v 

oatmeal and girdles, dLc I he 
Scots raiders who eiitei ed England 
under Douglas and Randolph aie 
said to have earned nothing by 
way of supplies sa>’'e a bag of o it 
meal, and a flat iron oi gudle on 
which to bake the cakes made of 
lb They supplied themselves wnth 
beef fiom the raided countij 
Edward III (1327-77) found linn- 
self at the begiunmg of liis leign 
unable to bung the Scots laido’is 
under Douglas and Randolph to 
battle, and was foiced to disband 
his army, leaving them to letuiu 
to Scotland laden with booty 

loO highest mountain in Scot- 
land IS Ben Nevis, 4406 feet high 
tortuous and difficult, wind 
mg and hard to climb 

perilous enterprise, undeitak 
mg in which we lan gieat iisks 

151 had determined, had fixed ii]) 
01 ai ranged that we should assail 
Amangzebe’s army 

cautiously, caiefully 
rapidly fading light the giou 
mg darkness 
craning, stx etching out 
torrent power, stiengtli is a 
lapid stream 

152 a great bald scar, agicat baie 
sfcietch of lock 


base 

152 a great ff agment tVf , it 

bijcbitolthe 1 < K ]v li ui loi n (\\ i;;, 
and fallen oil 

detach themselves, lo 

bicak oft aiKl fall into the dt tt> 
hollow 

precipitated, Ac , huilcd down 
w ith it and killed 

ideal one of flic best suited that 
could be thought of 

meditated, planned, intended 
to m ike 

announced told us 

pitch their camp Ac u ait till 
the> got elayliglit bcfoi t %ciituniig 
thiough the naiiow valk> 

153 afforded sheltei , Ai , jno 
tCLtcd the camp iioni the cold 
cast win<l 

to use our advantage, to in ikc 
the most of oui fuuiuablc con 
ihiious 

The ten or, Ac 1 ilc^ would )n 
inoie frightened )>y a night att ick 

entirely off their guard, h id 
no notion that dangoi tine item d 
them, 'md hid made no piep.u i 
tions lo meet it 

treachery or accident, by one 
of <mi paity who knew going o\ ci 
to tlic enemy, oi complctcU liy 
chance 

154 could obsei ve the move- 
ments, could SCO wdiat the cnenn 
\\ IS doing 

had been contemplated, h xd 
been looked foiw iid to aa (be 
thing to do 

had instructed the 

troopers, Ac laid told the wd 
dicis whit they wcio to do and 
bow 

most adventurous men, most 
dcUing men 

155 shou Id occupy the cl ifTs sliould 
take ui> tUcii position along tin 
top of the pio(ix>ico o\eilot>kjn^ 
the lavinc 

prearranged disposition Ibo 
plan foi idac mg the ti oops ju c 
viously agi ecd on 

effective volley a xollej that 
killed many of iht enemy 

15t> piecipitate them, hiul them 
down 
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1d6 As my destiny, Ac Thishaidh 
^ecnis the thought that would 
OLCui to the kind of man the lieio 
IS sui)posc(.l to be 

circuitous route, luundaboiit 
load 

Ld7 lowest ebb of vitality, human 
ciici^y then least strong 
LaS distinguish the colours, see 
the difleiences of, know one fiom 
othei 

imprecations, oaths 
arrayod themselves, formed 
themselves into, drew up in 
159 Samson, a Jewish heio and 
deliveier, the fhteenth in ordei | 
of the judges who managed the i 
a (fairs of the Jews befoie the estab 
Imhnient of the kingdom The 
Smiitic Heicnlcs Ho pulled down 
the jullais of the temple, bringing 
the building down on himself ana 
the Philistines 

incapable of retaliating, un 
able to inflict any huit in revenge 
massacre, an indisciiminate 
killing of men without need and 
without any light to do so 
IbO what they would inflict, Ac , 
the hoiiois they weie ready to 
make tlie iieople of the countiy 
they weie attacking suffer 
wantonly, without just cause 
remained passive, stood still, 
did nothing but enduie 

helplessly exposed, Ac , they 
h id nothing to piotect them fiom 
being shot, and weie unable to 
leply 

northern entrance, the pait 
iieaiest the fiont at that time 
urging a movement, asking the 
men to foice then way in that 
direction 

L61 bear a charmed life, as if 
nothing could hint linn 
emei gmg, coming out of 
harass, woiiy and annoy the 
Tcti eating foe 

Lf)2 gold mohurs, a gold com of 
the V due of 15 lupees oi sove 
1 eigns 

relieve the sufferings, Ac , help 
them to bear the pain oi make the 
pain less 
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162 as an atonement, to make up 
111 a certain m ay for 
overwhelming bod/, a foicc 
so numeious that we would ha\c 
DO chance against it 

Bajkak, one of the Khauak 
gioup of passes betuocu Jbadak 
slian and Cabul 

rallying hisfollowers gatheiing 
those who had fled together into a 
single foice 

to press northwards, to hiiiiy 
back in the direction of Badakshan 
prevent respite, hinder 

the beaten foe fiom i ally mg or 
resting 

103 attempting to get, Ac , trving 
to form tliemselies into a muted 
foice 

about SL furlong, iieailv 2u0 
yaids A. furlong = 220 jaids or 
OGO feet 

to secure our retreat, to make 
it safe foi ns to diaw back 

unfavourable for, Ac hoise 
men ivere at a disadvantage in 
fighting them 

such a contingency, such a 
thing happening 

164 established in a strong posi 
tion, had got themselves fl-ved m a 
place fiom which it would be Inrd 
for the enemj to diive them out 
obviate the danger, Ac pre 
vent ouiseli es tiom being attacked 
fiom behind 

infuriated, put into a rage 
succession of sword-cuts, one 
sword cut delivered aftei anothci 
105 succeeded in wounding, man 
aged to cut him with his swoid 
almost succeeded, Ac , nearly 
managed, to take him prisoner 
drove back their assailants, 
drove back the Moguls who weic 
attacking them 

interlacing hands and wrists, 
ciossing them so that right hand 
giasped right hand, Ac , inter 
locking 

reinforce our assailants, to 
add to the strength of those attack- 
ing us 

166 pursued with shouts, Ac , 
lushed after us ciying out with 
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166 arriving at, <fec , coming to the 
meeting-place agieed upon 

took refuge, <Szq , sought safety 
among the liuls 

167 have it properly, <Lc make 
suie that it iras piopeilj caied 
foi 

secure such a success gam 
buch an advantage 

the enemy were on the alei t, 
the enem^ kept a caxeful outlook 
foi hucli attacks, and ueic leadj 
to meet them 

to catch them unawares, to 
suipiise them 

moral effect, (fee The loweiiiig 
of the spirit aud courage of the 
Moguls was even moie impoitant 
than the damage done them 
apprehending surprises, cfei , 
m feai of their lives of being caught 
nnawaies or getting into positions 
from which they would not be able 
to escape 

16S to impair the courage, to 
lessen, subdue, or overcome then 
bi aveiy 

m which they were worsted, 
m which they were beaten 

recognize the gravity, (fee , see 
how serious these attacks on tho 
lines of communication uerc 

weaken the advance, Ac Ho 
had to draw men fiom the fiont 
to guard the commimication hues 
to a considerable body, to a 
pretty large foice 

deserved the name of tme- 
man, «fec He had as good a right 
to be desciibed as the man who 
alw ivs lost as Sir Ai chibald Douglas 
had, whose aimy uas ahiiost de 
stioied by the Pnglisli aicheis at 
Halidon Hill 

vyhether they could main- 
tain, if they were able to hold 
their own in battle 

169 indecisive, leading to no defi- 
nite result 

seeming impossibility, Ac Hy 
getting hei to marry me seemed a 
thing that could not happen 
won a place, <fcc , made hex 
love me 

a great exploit, <fec If I did 
something \ ery i ema-^kablc against 


Page 

the enemy it might make it moi e 
lifcel> the princess would maiiv 
me 

169 insatiable craving I t ouX<i 
nexei have enough of d ingci and 
stii 

especially apt, Ac , rnoie thin 
usually hkel> to be the 

the capture or death A( , to 
take Axuangzebe capti've oi to kill 
Iiini 

successful conclusion, bnng 
the uai to an end in oui fi\oui 

170 for a favourable opportunity, 
foi a good chance turning up 

well-equipped, well furnished 
foi wai purposes 

reflected the sunlight, thmv 
back the sunbeams that foil on it 

acclamations, shoutb of jo;^ and 
applause 

171 I had long thirsted, I hid 
wished anxiously for a long time 
to tuin up 

secure his person, take him 
pi isonei get hold of linn 

would probably, Ac ,uiobtliktdy 
h( would go on in the luoming to 
the next post 

undefended by any rampart, 
it had no foi tifications lound it 

easily distinguished, loniaik- 
ihlc differed fi oin other tents 

feigned attacks ass^iults nnide 
to district ittention fioni u d 
assault 

172 Edward III, then only a xouth 
of fifteen 

we might easily be mistaken, 
Ac Su fames Dou^,Ias ncaiU 
X cached Edward s tent by picteiid- 
ing to be an Englibh knight looking 
aftei the watch 

arrows steeped in naphtha 
Tiicsc wcic lit befoio being dis- 
charged 

173 that they were surrounded, 
th it a gi eat aimy was round thorn 

distracted the attention, liiXipf 
the Moguls fioiu looking closely at 
us 

encountering any opposition 
meeting any wTio tiied to hindci 
us 
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173 ebony walking-stick, a staff of 
a vciy haid black-coloured 'wood 

174 mistook us for, thought that 
we 'vveie 

hostile intentions, our pui pose 
of attacking him 
vaulted, le'apt 

All Merdan Khan, Shah Jehan's 
gcneial, who was sent hrst toBalkh 
and Baclakshaa and failed 
Jagat Singh, -who luled Kotah 
fioni 1658 to 1670, ind his brother 
T ai Smgh, who followed the incoin 
potent Piem Singh, wcie succeeded 
in Kotali by Kislioi Singh, one ot 
Aiuangzebe's most trusted gcne- 
lals 

175 a great indignity, a gieat in- 
sult, a souice of shame 

gave the word, issued the order 

17b I ccalled, bi ought back 

casual plunder, chance booty 

exaggerated, made more im 
presBive oi frightful 

the hearts of the Moguls sank, 
then courage grew less and less 
Ignominious flight, shamefully 
1 mining away 

tints of autumn, tfcc , thelea\es 
began to turn yellow, to 'withei 

177 held effectual possession, was 
completel> niastei of 

could not venture , durst 
not travel thiough 

martial ardour, &c , burning 
love foi hghting and tiust in then 
tom man del s 

coveted, eagerly desued Bur- 
ma nou supplies most of woild-’s 

3 UhlCb 

a disastrous retreat, a return 
acioss the Hindu Hush, in which 
gieat nuiubeis of men and great 
quantities of mateiial would be 
lost 

rendered the passes, , made 
it impossible to go back thiough 
the passes 

refused to succumb, would 
not yield to the temptation 

178 mysterious magic-stone The 
worship of stones and the ascrip 
tion of rangio powers to them was 
foimeilv \ei 3 ^ wndespread 
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179 arbitrament, to the test or 
trial 

the exultation, Ac , the 30 Y of 
the Usbegs was beyond '^ords 
to array, to draw up in battle 
order 

ISO suggestion of a compromise, 
Ac to ask the two pai ties to take 
a middle way 

tried absolutely &c , attempted 
to make it impossible for Aurang 
zebe to go awa-v 
temerity, lasliness, hardihood 
enslaving the hardy moun 
tameers, making slaves of the 
sturdy inliabitaiitc of the mouu 
tains 

181 with the possibility, Ac ,know 
ing that they could get safely 
awa\ to their own country 

'‘tineman’k as one fated to 
lose battles Uld English, £i?ie7i =? 
to lose 

determined, tfco , agreed upon 
by the leaders the fight should 
take place 

182 was to operate, was to make 
Ins attack- 

pallets, poor, rough beds 
proximity, &c , the near ap 
pioaoh of their foes 
an easy prey, victims that put 
up a poor fight for their lives 
imposing array, when diawn 
up m ordei of battle they looked 
a 'very po'werful fighting force 

153 were not disposed, were not 
inclined, thought it ^e^y nskj 

dismayed, Ac , teiiified b> tlic 
great numbers of their closelj 
laiiked enemies 

appalled, dreadfully frightened 

Pyrrhus, king of Epirus (318 
BO to 272 B C ), one of the greatest 
generals of the old world, defeated 
the Homans at Heracleia and As- 
ciilum, and was defeated finally by 
Homans at Beneventum, 276 b c 

stoic philosophers, thinkeis 
who believed wuth Zeno that men 
should be unmoved by joy or gnef, 
and submit to whatever happens 
without grambbng 

154 carrying my idea, Ac , m put 
ting my plan in force 
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154 anticipated, foie&eeu 

in thick array, closely ji'ickcd 
together 

pitiable state of confusion, 'i 
disoidei so complete that they 
were to be pitied 

185 with the confidence, tLc , feci 
ing sure that we had aheady won 

general stampede, tezioi 
stiicken flight 

imperturbably calm, titteily 
unmoved by what had taken place 
He did not lose his pie&encc of 
mind in the least 
successfully repulsed did not 
gam then object, and weie tin own 
back 

186 shared with human warriors, 
ifec , he \\ as as glad of a light as 
the men weie 

dangerously conspicuous, too 
piomincnt for safety 

release me save me and bung 
mo out of my dangeious place 

1S7 distinguished from the rest, 
marked out fiom the le&t of the 
Moguls 

recoded, <fec , dieiv back a few 
sards befoic then fuiioua attack 

did not venture, did not dare 
take the iisk 

155 led to no decisive result, wc 
neithei of us got the better ot the 
othei 

was soon lost, gave place to 
the geneial battle 

389 taking any further part, 
fighting any longei 
spectator, a lookei on, one who 
Tvatcheb what is taking place 

serried order, with closed 
lanks 

exhausted by their great ex- 
ertions, worn out by the effoits 
tlicy had made 

190 the campaign, the cold 

and snow might be safely left to 
fight the battle against \mang 
zebe 

obliterated, dc , made it impos i 
sible to distinguish wheie the’v ' 
were or how thej should go 
straggled after Aurangzebe, I 
followed in a long iriegular line i 
on the heels of the commandci j 


Pigc 

191 to celebrate our defeat, dc > 
to mark the joy of the people it 
having diivcu out the Moguls 

celebrating, siuguig the pi 
of 

192 with a gloomy countenance, 
looking wictchcdlj'unhaiipv 

Bebahrah — “Tmcnuin , the 
losei 

powerful adhei ents, siippoi tois 
w ho had gieat power 
or thodox, tliose u ho held i igidlj 
to 1 ec eived i chgious opnuons 
opposed, declued that no 
woin in should lule oaci a couutiy 

pretensions, Manus to the 
till one 

193 supernatural powers, hj. foiccs 
gicater thin could belong to men 

he coveted, he longed oi ^ushcd 
c igerly foi 

enthroned as sovereign, made 
ijiiGcn of the Uslicgs 
were almost unanimous, Ac , 
neaily evei v one of them suj> 
poi ted the claims of the piincess 

appointed by destiny, fated to 
bee ome king 

similar pi ed iction, ipiophcty 
of the same inctiumg 

194 rescued from captivity, 
snatched fioni the h mda of iici 
captois 

saved from the yoke, kept 
ftoin iiemg subdued and ni idc 
subject 

diffidence, litciall> lack of tiiiht 
golden opportunity, tlic '-plcii 
did cliance 

chivalrous homage kmglith 
SCI vice md devotion 

deserts, woithy deeds m puah 
ties 

195 that the happiness, At , that 
on the conclusion t<unc to dc 
pended ni^ futme lumpmcss oi 
misei j 

substituted, Ac , lejiku i d it l>v, 
putfoi ubt iiibtcad oncathei blui^ 
lOG an alternative reason, anottu r 
leison foi not asking the princess 
to many me 

'i ecovered to some extent, wjis 
able in somodegiet to saj what 1 
thought 
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196 indjstinctly, that could not 
easily be made out or heard 

inspired by love,<fec , made bold 
by mi deep love for you 

peerless beauty, loveliness th it 
was without a match 

197 hereditary right, a tlmi^ that 
belon^o to you on account oi \oui 
birth 

more formidable, more to be 

feai cd 

encased, enclosed, shut up 

108 symbol, sign or token 

■Rood of rapture, a wa've of ev. 
tieine delight ox ecstasy 

199 embroidered, woiked with % 
needle in gold oi silver thiead 

precious possession, very valu 
able thing now belonging to me 
mutual affection, love for each 
other 

discreet distance, a well-judged 
spot wheie her presence w ould not 
be felt a restraint 

200 assured her, &c , told her that 
what she o\^'cd to hei mother and 
to her su))]erts required her to 
lemaiu m Balkh 

good name and happiness, the 
fame and contentment and plea 
sme 

avoid the responsibilities, 
shiik the tasks assigned hci bv 
Providence 

affianced, <fec , pledged to mam 
each othei 

201 apprehensions, fear that we 
were running risks 

would not be permanent, 
would not last 

202 the great day, &c , oui mai- 
riage or wedding day 

anonymous, without a signature 
oi name ofwiitei 

imminent, (fcc , tioubles or evils 
thieatening to happen to her 

203 exposed to a treacherous, 
<fec , if anyone attacked me with 
out warning 

pacing up and down, walking 
backwaids and forwards with 
measured steps 

triumphant malice, hatred that 
was about to be satisfied 

ill-favoured, <fec , his agl:> face 
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203 descendant of a race of jIc , 
of rojal lineage, had kings loi luy 
forefatheis 

204 the prison allotted, dec , the 
piison to which she is to be seut| 

unscrupulous foe, an enemy 
without regard to whit is fan ol 
just 

nameless invitation, an un 
signed letter askmg me 

What mercy may be shown? 
How can any pity or tolerance be 
shown to an unbeliever who ishea 
to rule believers ’ 

compunction, pity, mercy 

205 In humble guise, with gieat 
show of humilitj of mind. 

like an inspiration, a thought 
put into my mind by the Hulei of 
the world 

boxing experience, of 

boxing, bouts of boxing 

20C burst upon the scene, made 
their appearance unexpected! j 

prostrateand speechless, lying 
fiat and senseless on the giound 

Every moment is precious, 
there s not a moment to be lost 
if we are to save her 

made an attempt, &c tried to 
hinder ns from fieemgthe piuncess 
and her maid 

207 threats of instant death, dc , 
being told that they would be 
killed at once if they did not obey 

keep tryst, be at the meeting 
place as agreed on 

20S fear treachery, fear false deal 

mg 

mutual congratulations, tell- 
ing each other how well things 
had turned out 

209 respective, that belonged to 
each individual 

210 conformed to, <S^c , attended 
and took my share in public ser- 
vices 

211 attacking their creed, die , 
finding fault wuth their beliefs or 
how they worshipped 

grace the ceremony, to be pre- 
sent at the wedding to add to the 
show 

212 was tacitly disregarded, with 
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out saying anytlung taken not to 
be in force 

212 Kim m 12 , the same as 
fermented mare’s milk 

oxyme!, a mixtiue of honey and 
Ainegai 

hippocras, wine nii\ed with 
spices 

brandy, an alcoholic liquoi got 
fiuiii g] ape juice 

transmit, &c , hand on the power 
to play the bagpipes to their de 
scemlants 

213 grand cazi (^kazi), the chief of 
the i>i lests and judges, whose dutj, 
besides leading public piayeis on 
gre it occasions, is to legistei in u 
imges and divorces 

Zuleikha, a favouiite ii ime in 
Pei Sian poetr'v, the mythic il witc 
of the pati larch Joseph 

Ah, the fourth Calif (G')6-01), 
cousin-germane and adopted son 
oi Mahomet He was dele xted by 
Moavya and muidered at Kuf i 

immemorial custom, a prac 
tice the institution of which no 
one could remember, a practice 
that seems alwajs to have been 
followed 

214 in token of allegiance, as i 
«ign that they were their subjects 

turbulent, lestless and quaucl 
BOiue 

dilate, talk at length about 

substituted, <tc , put less piin 
ful punishments than those lutlu 1 
employ ed for use in cases of wronu 
doing 

215 without regard to persons 
equally applied to all our subjects 

appealed to us, , wlien the> 
thought themselves treated un 
fairly, applied to us 

our intervention, <fec , our tak 
mg then par t 

had to be sternly suppressed, 
Ac , had to be put down (the revolt 
fiom) with flimness 

maintained our position, &c , 
held our place as queen and. king 
of the land 

21ti by opposition, Ac , by insisting 
on them doing and acting in a way 
they dislike 
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210 flayingthe unruly, Ac , skinning 
alive those who broke the law 
leave them to their own de- 
vices, let them do as they like 

217 irresistible longing, l desiie 
so strong that I c^^uld not with- 
stand it 

that prompted, Ac , that led 
hei to make such a suggestion 
abdication, giving up of the 
till one 

caused us some chagrin, ni ule 
us see how little we had done that 
matte! ed 

formidable rebellion a <lan 
geious w ai against constituted 
authority 

219 a joint embassy, a combined 
political mission in which botli 
weic mtei ested 

was considered advisable, was 
thought the w isest thing to do 
to cultivate, Ac , to be on is 
good tei mb with him is they could 

220 appreciated oui efToits, 
thought well enough of what we 
had tiied to do 

war of liberation, w ii to set 
them fite fiom the ^Moguls 

221 diverted their thoughts, 
tmiied then minds away from the 
parting with Abdullih 

much Instruction, Ac , Iciuried 
a great deal lud enjoyed leainmg 
it 

222 war between Aurangzebe, Ac 
Aurangzebe, before impi isonlng 
his father, fought and be it Ins 
brothers DAi Shuja and Muiad, 
on© aftei tli© othei 

Jumma Mosque Tima Masjid, 
one of the finest binlcimgs ot its 
land in India 

black mosque, the Kali IVfasJid 
supposed to have been buiit by one 
of the Afghan sovereigns 
Chandnl Chauk, oi Silver Street, 
was theclnef thoroughfaie inBelhi 

223 couplet, two lines of poetrr, 
€ specially two that rliyine 

monumental shnne, the fii 
Alahal, the most famous mausu 
leum m the woild, erected by Shah 
Jelian foi the lenmins of his wife 
Arjmand Banu £ egam, known as 
Muintaz Mahut, oi “Exalted of 
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the Palace It is spoken of as 
"‘a dream m marble 

223 the superior stature, , the 
greater height and strength or men 
who have to fight the colds of 
wintei and climb hiUa 

224 magnificence displayed, splen- 
dour put out to dazzle and impress 

avalanche, a snow slide on the 
mountains 

225 could not have, <fcc He had 
been defeated and driven out ui 
Balkh and Badakshan 

retrospective conversation,oiu 
talk to each other about what had 
taken place formerly 

absorbed in ourselves, entirely 
taken up mth each other 

risk his craig, risk having his 
till oat cut or being hanged. 

226 mask of cynicism, pretence of 
doubt of human moti\es and good 
ness 

cud hae the heart, , my 
feelings would not let me hold from 
you anything you asked, would 
make me grant what vou wished 
ill-faured, &c , an uglj, easily 
angered old man 
thae laddies, the two boys 
thae young callants, those two 
boys 

wee imps, little wild boys, oi, 
playduUy, little rascals 

227 black hole, Scots Soi prison t ell 
posi es, bunches of mixed flowers 
tuiJzie, disturbance, fight 
cracked the skull, broke the 

head of 

keep a calm sough, draw as 
hUle attention to myself as I can 
naebody will be ony, , no 
one will know that I am back 
This lang-nebbit ana’s, dc , 
this long-n^ed successor is not 
lilve Shall Jehan 

228 skin and banes, dc , lies thin 
and looks half starved Cf ‘ Ton 
Cassius has a lean and hungry 
look ’ 

the book of the Prophet Baid, 
the eldest son of v^hah Jehan, wa* 
accused of atheism, and Aiiraiig 
zebe came forwaid as champion 
of orthodoxy 
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22S gey pleased, , he will thmk 
it a good thing not to hai e to pay 
my salary 

foil his plans, <1 l. , to defeat oi 
upset the arrangements he had 
made to conquer the IJsbegs 

cup of the poust, an extract 
of poppies that would destio\ them 
mentally and morally 
gie him ony mair trouble, 
hinder him again from carrying 
out his plans 

feckless fule, an impotent oi 
ijilly senseless fellow 
nevoys, nephews 
lo'es them, loves or likes them 

220 my certes I feel quite sure, 
upon my word 

put oot o’ the way, cLc , put to 
death so that >ou could do him no 
harm 

misadventure, mishap, aio- 
thing going wrong 

gallantly defending stoutly 
and biavely guaiding 

religious houses, the monas 
tones and nunneries 

bloodthirsty cruelty, dc Men 
are strange mixtures of gooil and 
e\il 

231 consecutive account, a stury 
m which the events are put in 
their right order 

Marquis of Montrose, he was 
put to death iii Edinlnirgh in 1030 

Worcester and Dunbar Crom 
well defeated the Scots supporters 
of Chailes II at Bunbar, near tlie 
east coast of Scotland, in IboO and 
then pursued the king s forces to 
the noith Thej turned to tbe 
south west, niaiched into Eng 
land, weie oveitrken by Crom- 
wells forces at Worcester, and 
completely defeated 

to the home of my fathers, to 
m> native coiuitiy 

232 the gambols, the spoitive 
playfulness 

could hardly be restrained, 
could with ditlicultj be kept fruru 
Scheveling Bay = Schevenuigen, 
now the most noted watering plai. e 
in Holland two miles north w e^t 
of the Hague 
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233 chartered^ engatred for hue, 
used of a vessel oi bo it 

regard for externals, attention 
to dress and appeal anoe 

more presentable, moie like 
well dressed tashionable peoi^le 
objurgating, sweaung at 

234 remonstrances on account 
my objections to go till I got 
bettei clothes 

contr oversy, discussion as to 
wlietliei I should oi should not go 

235 whetted his curiosity, nude 
him veiy an\iou=, to know nioie 

admirable was his tact, so 
won del fill were his po veis of saj 
uig and doing the light thing at 
the 1 ight moment 
embarrassment at, <.V:c , I did 
not feel flamed oi put out it 
talking to him fiedy 
courteously pretended, , 

01 m Ins wish to give me i-)Ieasuie 
seemed as if he weie 
paid Zohra a graceful com- 
pliment, said something Kind and 
nattering to hei 

smooth your passage, , 

make yoiir jouiney to hi otland 
pleasanter 

2% see your majesty, , that is, 
it I am allowed to go with you and 
see how youi people welcome you 
at Dover 

returning from exile, coming 
back home fiom an enfoiced stay 
in a foreign country 
Wide canons, lolls of iihbon at 
the end of his bieeches, that is, he 
was diessed in bieeches tied at the 
knees with wide rolls of ribbon oi 
of lace 

227 Hague the political capital of 
the JS't^therlands 
had the gratification, lud the 
pleasure 

Pepys, Samuel (1633 to 1702), 
son of a tailor, clerk to the Ad 
imralty, has left behind him a 
diary, which is one of the leiog 
nized authorities for the fUstoia 
tloii period 


rage 

2 >7, This suggestion, &c bhe 
nouhl nut listen to Pepys s advice 
to put patches on hei face 

succumbed, Ac , did as the 
otlieis did 

22S Prince of Orar^e Willi un II, 
hiothei-in laM oicmaiksll, who*e 
sistei Maiv he had miiued He 
w IS f ithei of NViIham III, King ul 
England, Ac to 1702 

Duke of York, James, hiothei 
of Chillies, was deposed 1GS9 

Duke of Gloucester, Ueiii \ , the 
thud son of Chailes I, enme Mith 
his bi other Chaihs fiom Holland, 
died in Septembei, ot snull 

po\ 

assembled to welcome, 
gatlieied togethei to show how 
glad they wei e that the king w 
lestoied 

participating, Ac , taking oui 
share in the lejoieings for the 
lestoiitiou to hit> thione oi 
Ohiulos II 

continual round, Ac , constiiut 
paities and feastings tueil us 

licentiousness, the acting with 
out nioial restiamt, acting as it 
eveiy thing weie lawdful and light 

2 ib chief of the clan, the head of 
the sept 

the sacred soil, the soil of my 
n itive I ind, whn li was to me holy 

with which they were asso- 
ciated, that had l)atn told about 
these castles and lulls 

hearty reception, loving im\ 
loyally demonstiative wehome 

Little we recked, we did not 
think of oi taie about 
Of “Tattle she’H leck of \oui 
ITincedom aud lent 
When I hail her in England 
as (Jountess of Kent ’ 
—Scott's Taliii7rian 

240 reigned without rivals, theu 
weie no otheia foi whom the < Ians 
men ( ired as they did foi uh 




